Billy Graham’s Prayer for the
New Year

This prayer from Billy Graham, written for The Saturday
Evening Post in 2008, is just as relevant as we head into
2022.

Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this
new year we confess our need of Your presence and Your
guidance as we face the future.

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that 1is
ahead of us—but You alone know what it holds for us, and only
You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to
meet its challenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into
Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our
lives during this coming year.

In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure
us of the certainty of Your unchanging love.

In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and
heartaches, help us to turn to You for the stability and
comfort we will need.

In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our
stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to have
the courage to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of
the cost.

And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits,
open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our hurting
world, and help us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to
those who are friendless and in need. May our constant prayer
be that of the ancient psalmist: “Teach me, 0 Lord, to follow
your decrees; then I will keep them to the end” (Ps. 119:33).
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We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult
times, and for all those who are seeking to bring peace and
justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray
especially for Your protection on all those who serve in our
armed forces, and we thank You for their commitment to defend
our freedoms, even at the cost of their own lives. Be with
their families also, and assure them of Your love and concern
for them.

Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater
vision of what You would have us to be. Your Word reminds us
that “Blessed i1s the nation whose God is the Lord” (Ps.
33:12).

As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your
goodness to us—far beyond what we have deserved. May we never
presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your mercies to
us, but may they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new
commitment to make You the foundation and center of our lives
this year.

And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of
this new year, and we look forward to it with expectancy and
faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who by
His death and resurrection has given us hope both for this
world and the world to come.

Amen. {eoa}

© 2008 Saturday Evening Post Society. Reprinted with
permission.

This article originally appeared at .

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.



Top of the Year: Leading
Stories From Charisma News
2021, Part 2

As 2021 draws to a close, Charisma News is featuring the top
stories from the year according to audience interest and
response. Enjoy these brief snippets, and please visit the
links to read the stories in full.

Today’'s stories represent No. 1 through No. 5; please click
here for part 1 and stories No. 6 through 10.

Classic Christmas Song Canceled Over Its ‘Questionable Past’

An elementary school in upstate New York removed “Jingle
Bells” from its roster of Christmas songs all over the holiday
tune’s supposedly “questionable past.”

The backlash was swift, with critics calling the decision as
“liberalism run amok” and “cancel culture at its finest,”
according to WHAM-TV. An informal Twitter poll by the outlet
showed 95% of respondents disagreed with the move.

Matt Tappon, principal of Council Rock Primary School in
Brighton, New York, told the Rochester Beacon he decided to
scrub “Jingle Bells” from the school’s repertoire and instead
replace it with a song that doesn’t have the “potential to be
controversial or offensive.”

Lin Wood Says Pack Your Church This Sunday

To spend time with attorney Lin Wood is to be energized,
empowered, have your faith amped up and wonder why he didn’t
become an evangelist. In addition to faith, he has an equal
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dose of good old-fashioned common sense.

In a digital world where every pronouncement is audience-
tested and filtered, Wood speaks from his heart and with a
background in law of representing a half-century and celebrity
cases ranging from the defense of Richard Jewell, the security
guard who was falsely blamed for the Atlanta Olympics bombing;
the family of JonBenet Ramsey; former Congressman Gary Condit;
Herman Cain; the victim of Kobe Bryant; the successful defense
of Nicholas Sandmann against CNN; and most recently defending
President Donald J. Trump with attorney Sidney Powell.

“I found God when I was 14 in my local Baptist church and,
after giving a sermon at my church, was told by those at the
church that God had called me to be a preacher, but I went
away from the Lord at 16 when my beloved mother died-but God
never walked away from me,” Wood says.

Trans ‘Jeopardy’ Contestant, A Biological Male, Lauded as
‘Woman With the Highest Overall Earnings in the Show’s
History’

Amy Schneider—a biological male who identifies as female—has
usurped a biological female to become the “woman with the
highest overall earnings” in the history of Jeopardy!

Larissa Kelly, the biological female who previously held the
title, congratulated Schneider on the accomplishment.

Well, it was fun to hold a Jeopardy record for a few it’s
been even more fun to watch @Jeopardamy set new standards for
excellence, on the show and off. Congratulations to Amy on
becoming the woman with the highest overall earnings in the
show’s history!

— Larissa Kelly (@Larissa K Kelly) December 24, 2021

Ministry Says Nothing New in Media Reports About Perry Stone



Editor’s Note: This story has been updated with a statement
from VOE/Perry Stone Ministries. For further updates, see
“Perry Stone Speaks Out About Secular Media: ‘Information Can
Be Twisted by the God of This World” and “VOE Board Clarifies
Newspaper Reports on Perry Stone.”

In April of 2020, televangelist Perry Stone of Voice of
Evangelism in Cleveland, Tennessee, was placed on a forced
leave of absence due to allegations of misconduct and
deviation from “the biblical standards set in place for VOE
leadership,” as reported by Charisma News. Now, additional
allegations of misconduct, including a report that the FBI 1is
investigating his ministry, have surfaced against Stone
through a Dec. 25 report in the Chattanooga Times Free
Press—but VOE says the reports contain nothing new.

Charisma News reached out to VOE, which released the following
statement:

Perry Stone Ministries continues to focus on spreading the
Good News of Jesus Christ. The recent news article against
the ministry bears no new information or allegations. We ask
that friends and supporters operate by Scripture 1in Luke
6:43-45, “For every tree is known by the fruit it bears.”
Recently doors opened for thousands to receive Christ through
the lens of a camera. The ministry 1s experiencing record-
setting growth and outreach internationally. Thank you for
your prayers and agreement with us for God’s continued
blessing.

Mike Lindell Announces New Social Media Platform, ‘Frank’

After his social media accounts were shut down for “violating
policies,” conservative MyPillow founder and CEO Mike Lindell
has released exclusive information about his new platform:
“Frank.”

“I am getting ready to launch Frank, and it is going to be a



place where we can talk freely, put out our influence and give
people hope,” Lindell says. One aspect of the platform will be
dedicated to investigation regarding the 2020 election. “We
have hired the best investigators and resources and are
working hard to backtrack the various aspects of the
election,” Lindell says.

In a time of nationwide discouragement, Lindell is confident
that America is returning to its biblical roots, and he
believes once past certain challenges going to the Supreme
Court, “we will demonstrate massive international involvement
in the recent election.” This fact, Lindell says, regardless
of party affiliation, should be at the forefront of Americans’
minds. {eoa}

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content 1in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.

2021: The Year of Mistrust
and Suspicion

Although there are many things that characterize the year
2021, perhaps nothing is more conspicuous than the deep lack
of trust that Americans currently have in their national
leadership. From the president to the CDC, from Dr. Fauci to
the media, almost everyone is viewed with suspicion and
mistrust.

Of course, it would be all too easy for those on the left to
blame this on former president Trump. After all, wasn’t he the
one driving the “stop the steal” movement? And didn’t he make
clear that not even the Supreme Court could be trusted?
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But to blame the current situation on Trump would be both
shallow and naive.

Plenty of clearheaded, fair-minded, thinking Americans have
good reason to question what they are hearing and seeing and
reading. Can anyone really be trusted?

Both left-wing and right-wing media have become so politicized
that much of the reporting is often more sensationalistic than
sound.

Endless internet headlines (which people often run with, at
face value) are mere clickbait, with the article linked having
nothing to do with the (false) headline at all.

Big Tech has consistently censored inconvenient news stories
and politically threatening voices.

And the selective reporting of major events by major media
outlets resulted in tens of millions of Americans having
skewed ideas of reality. (Did you see the November 2020 poll
that indicated that, had many Biden voters known more about
Trump’'s successes, or scandals related to Biden, they would
have voted for Trump, thereby changing the outcome of the
election?)

Yet all this pales in comparison to our distrust of how the
nation (and even world) is handling COVID. (Don’t forget that
even Trump was recently booed by his supporters for
encouraging everyone to be vaccinated.)

On Dec. 29, I posted this question on Facebook and, 1in
slightly shorter form, on Twitter: “This 1is an honest question
(not a sarcastic one). In years past, athletes got the flu but
sports games went on as scheduled, with some players even
playing while sick. Why 1is it so different with Covid,
especially since these players are certainly not getting
mortally 1ll? Why are games being canceled and schedules
turned upside down?”



The responses were quite enlightening, with a significant
percentage saying that this was all about fear, manipulation
and control. Why do so many Americans feel like this?

To be sure, there were plenty of other responses, offering
thoughts like this: “I thought it was due to the fact that
there hasn’t been enough time to know long term effects of the
virus yet. Some say worse conditions developed after having
it, others say it was coincidence. I am assuming once we've
had some more time and research to see what this virus 1is
actually doing to our bodies/organs, things will get back to
normal. Like a ‘Better safe than sorry’ approach.”

And this, “No one wants to cancel bowl games. People lose $$$$
and alot of it. They do it for the safety of those involved..
We comparing a common cold to Covid?”

Others, however, observed that almost all these athletes have
been vaccinated, and the leagues have had strict protocols in
place for many months. Yet to what effect?

Not surprisingly, responses like this were common: “Control,
we are witnessing a transfer of power like never before in the
history of this country, the politicians are abusing health to
manipulate the population. It’s not about health it’s about
control!”

And “Control, control, control over the masses. May we see
your Covid Passport? Don’t have one? Too zee cooler!”

And “Honestly my personal thoughts are because it’s a highly
politicized virus and they are squeezing this virus for all
the control they can get.”

And “Because of the true agenda. Fear mongering is working.”

And “Because the media and politicians have scared the
bageebers out of everyone.”

And “What is most alarming is how many people actually don’t



know the answer to that. It was never about a virus.”

It would be all too easy for one side to attack the other side
as ignorant or closeminded or conspiratorial or the like.
Instead, given the depth of mistrust that exists, it’'s better
to ask the only question that matters: why so much mistrust?

It is easy to find whole compilations on “Fauci flip-flops,”
containing lists like this:

— “Masks don’'t work.”

— “Masks DO work."”

— “Masks don’t work unless you get an N95 mask.”
— “You don’t need an N95 mask—just a cloth mask.”

—"0ne mask 1is OK, but two masks are better to prevent
‘leakage.'”

— “Kids don’t need to wear masks.”

—"Kids should wear masks.”

— “Did I remember to unplug the toaster?”

— “Vaccinated people don’t need to wear a mask.”
—"Vaccinated people should definitely wear a mask.”

Similar articles can be found documenting flip-flops from the
CDC and the WHO.

Who, then, can be trusted? And leading doctors have asked why
pharmacies, under government directives, are refusing to fill
prescriptions that could potentially save the lives of COVID-
suffers. Why?

I tend to be as nonconspiratorial as anyone, having seen so
many conspiracy theories explode in the face of solid
research. And, with my academic degrees grounded in ancient



languages and texts, meaning, studying primary sources in the
original languages, I take secondary reports with a large
grain of salt. Let me get to the original sources.

I'm also a very trusting person and tend to believe the best
about others until proven wrong.

All that being said, I genuinely do not know who to trust
these days when it comes to COVID-related matters (other than
personal, well-educated colleagues, which includes my personal
physician). And I remain very suspicious of the latest
national plans and strategies (while, of course,
wholeheartedly opposing vaccine mandates and wholeheartedly
encouraging wise lifestyle choices).

But that’s not how I want to end my last article of 2021.
Instead, what I want to declare is that, overall, all this
mistrust and suspicion doesn’t concern me that deeply since I
never put all my trust in people (let alone in government
institutions).

My absolute faith and trust are in one place, namely, in the
only one worth of total trust, God Himself. To echo the words
of Paul, “I know whom I have believed” (2 Tim. 1:12). That is
my source of strength and hope and courage and faith and
assurance and wisdom and guidance.

And so, as we come to the end of a very difficult year for
many, I encourage you to look to the Lord like never before-to
the one who died for you and rose from the dead-and to put
your unconditional trust in Him and Him alone.

As expressed by the courageous Corrie Ten Boom, a Christian
friend of the Jews during the Holocaust who watched her family
members die at the hands of the Nazis, “I’ve experienced His
Presence in the deepest darkest hell that men can create. I
have tested the promises of the Bible, and believe me, you can
count on them.”



Be determined to trust Him in 2022. {eoa}

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content 1in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.

VOE Board Clarifies Newspaper
Reports on Perry Stone

The Voice of Evangelism board has issued a statement to
Charisma Media to lay to rest allegations from critics of
Perry Stone, pointing out that a Dec. 25 newspaper article was
much ado about nothing.

“There is nothing new to report,” the statement reads. “The
story reported by the Chattanooga Times Free Press is lacking
in true journalistic substance, and most of all the sources
were offered and granted anonymity, allowing the story to be
sensationalized. The VOE board stands firm in its decisions
and will continue to operate in true biblical godly
integrity.”

Charisma News reported earlier this week on the accusations
that resurfaced against Stone through the Times Free Press,
which included a report that the FBI is investigating his
ministry, and shared a statement from VOE that said the
newspaper story “bears no new information or allegations.”
Charisma News also posted a recent video teaching from Stone
that addressed integrity in the media; however, this video was
prerecorded and not intended as a response to the recent
allegations, per VOE.

Last April, Stone was placed on a forced leave of absence due
to allegations of misconduct and deviation from “the biblical


https://mycharisma.com/news/voe-board-clarifies-newspaper-reports-on-perry-stone-2/
https://mycharisma.com/news/voe-board-clarifies-newspaper-reports-on-perry-stone-2/

standards set in place for VOE leadership,” also reported by
Charisma News.

Stephen Strang, founder of Charisma Media and a journalist for
five decades, knows better than to take accusations in the
press at face value. “There are journalists who love to
sensationalize negative stories on ministries and disgruntled
people who like to harass ministries,” he says. In order for
Charisma’s coverage to consist of more than repetitions of the
latest accounts posted on social media, he invited VOE to tell
its side of the story.

Here is the complete statement from VOE:

In April 2020, the Voice of Evangelism board of directors
took proactive measures to place evangelist Perry Stone on a
six-month sabbatical for rest and restoration.

This decision was made for two reasons: First, earlier this
year employees at VOE requested to meet with the board of
directors to address concerns of inappropriate words and
actions. Second, over the past few years, Perry had started
to encounter serious health issues related to spiritual and
physical burnout. Doctors quickly determined that his blood
pressure was at levels indicating the potential for a
dangerous stroke. This demanded immediate attention and a
team equipped to provide medical supervision to resolve these
issues.

The board conducted a private thorough investigation and
determined there was behavior that deviated outside of
biblical standards set in place for VOE leadership. So, the
board unanimously determined to initiate his sabbatical. This
action was not reactionary but with much prayer, and was set
in place to uphold the highest standards of integrity.

The actions taken by the board were determined to be
reasonable and appropriate and in the best interests of
Voices of Evangelism, 1its supporters and even its detractors.



At the direction of the board, Perry Stone respectfully
agreed to the requirements of rest and restoration. He
stepped aside from all pulpit and travel ministry for a
period of time and has sincerely repented for any words or
actions said or done that made anyone feel uncomfortable or
brought them hurt in any manner.

Perry Stone, in a publicly released statement in May of 2020,
stated, “I confess at times I’ve been inappropriate in all
this weariness of just non-stop ministry .. I let my guard
down, and I’ve asked, of course, God, and others to forgive
me for that.”

The board has worked with Perry Stone to set in place strong
boundaries including a seasoned accountability ministry team
that meets with Perry regularly. The board continues to
evaluate his spiritual and physical health and help to lead
the ministry forward.

Last week, we were asked to answer various questions
submitted by the Times Free Press. Unfortunately, it 1is
relatively obvious from the tenor of the article that was in
the Chattanooga Times Free Press that respectable journalism
has not been able to compete with the digital and social
media. Thus, we now see a different standard develop, which
has been birthed by a concept that sensationalism may sell
more newspapers. Hearsay and a failure to identify sources
rule the world of information. Here are some of our comments
to the story reported:

—The board of directors of the Voice of Evangelism or Voice
of Evangelism staff have not been contacted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation or any other such investigative
entity. Consistent with the findings of the board and as a
result of the allegations in early 2020, no one has made any
accusations of any misconduct which would involve any
considerations other than civil considerations. As you know,
Perry Stone is dedicated to the ministry and spends many



hours of research prayer, study of the Scriptures and
consultation of biblical authorities in preparation for the
presentations he makes around the world.

— The board has not received any letters that the Chattanooga
newspaper it asserts it has. It is difficult to comment on
matters that the paper purportedly has and which were not
presented by the paper. The board did consider the
communications that were made to the board back in early
2020. Some of these were withdrawn, some were not signed or
identified as to authorship, and others were not found to be
supportable or were otherwise unreliable. The board made
decisions based upon all of the evidence that was presented
to the board.

— The board has requested that Perry Stone not discuss the
investigations that were made by the board and that Perry
Stone refrain from commenting concerning unsupported
allegations and unidentified individuals or identified people
who provided information.

— The requirements of the board were multifaced and ranged
from physical health issues to all aspects of restoration and
renewal. After approximately six months, the board determined
that it would be appropriate for Perry Stone to return to his
role as a proponent of the faith of and programs of the Voice
of Evangelism.

— The board has not received any threats of legal action from
any 1individual. Because of the attacks that have been
recently publicized, it appears that comments through social
media outlets have resulted in truly absurd accusations and
absolutely false statements being made regarding Perry Stone
and the Voice of Evangelism ministry. The international
ministry continues to be accepted by people of good will and
great faith. Voice of Evangelism is committed to continuing
to make contributions to the betterment of the people of
Southeast Tennessee and around the world. Once again,



hundreds of thousands are hearing the love of God and the
available gift of salvation delivered by Perry Stone and
other committed members of VOE.

At the end of the day, there is nothing new to report. The
story reported by the Chattanooga Times Free Press 1is lacking
in true journalistic substance, and most of all the sources
were offered and granted anonymity, allowing the story to be
sensationalized. The VOE board stands firm in its decisions
and will continue to operate in true biblical godly
Iintegrity.

(For further questions or media inquiries, please contact
John Rodriguez, press@.)
For more of what Charisma has reported on Perry Stone over the
years, visit the following links:
— “40 People Who Radically Changed Our World.”

— “Perry Stone: The Importance of Prophecy.”

— Evangelist Perry Stone Placed on Sabbatical, Asks
Forgiveness for ‘Inappropriate Actions.’

— Ministry Says Nothing New in Media Reports About Perry
Stone.

— Perry Stone Speaks Out About Secular Media: ‘Information Can
Be Twisted by the God of This World.’

In addition, we invite you to click here for a Charisma cover
story from 2010 by Stephen Strang about Perry Stone and Voice
of Evangelism, titled “The Shaping of Stone.”

Strang asks Charisma’s readers to pray that Perry Stone and
VOE weather this storm for the glory of God and that the
hidden things be revealed. {eoa}

Follow breaking news like this on our new platform, CHARISMA



PLUS.

COGIC Presiding Bishop Offers
New Year's Greeting, Call to
Prayer

Presiding Bishop J. Drew Sheard offers his New Year’s
greetings along with his wife, Lady Karen Clark Sheard as he
challenges the Church of God in Christ to 22 days of prayer
for 2022.

“I am excited about what is getting ready to happen for you in
2022,"” Bishop Sheard says. “I believe that in times like
these, we need to hear from God.

COGIC's theme for 2022 is “The Challenge We Face,” and the
Sheards encourage the people of God to join with them 1in
facing this challenge in Christ.

WATCH: John Bevere Says,
‘Your Destiny Requires a
Wilderness Season’

John Bevere, bestselling author of Bait of Satan and multiple
other books, shares with Matt and Laurie Crouch on TBN’s
Praise about the power of the wilderness season, using the
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biblical example of Joseph to teach a life-changing lesson.

“There’s a purpose for every season under heaven,” he says.
“If we understand the purpose, then we behave correctly. The
children of Israel didn’t understand the purpose of the
wilderness, so they behaved incorrectly. The result was that
what was only supposed to be a one-year short stint ended up
becoming a passion.

“And so what my passion right now is, I don’t want to see
believers in the body of Christ .. spend a lifetime in the
wilderness. You can’'t shorten a wilderness season, but you can
certainly lengthen it.”

Watch the entire season above or at this 1link, and no matter
what season you’re in, find out how God can use it for His
glory. {eoa}

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.

Thousands Flee as Colorado
Wildfires Burn Hundreds of
Homes

Mike Guanella and his family were relaxing at their Colorado
home and looking forward to celebrating a belated family
Christmas later Thursday when reports of a nearby grass fire
quickly turned into a concerning pre-evacuation notice and
then within minutes into an order to leave immediately.

The Guanellas were among tens of thousands of residents who
were forced to evacuate their homes outside Denver as
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wildfires fueled by winds that gusted up to 105 mph (169 kph)
engulfed parts of two cities and burned an estimated 580
homes, a hotel and a shopping center.

Instead of opening Christmas presents at home in the city of
Superior as they had planned, Guanella and his wife, their
three children and three dogs were staying a friend’s house in
Denver and hoping their house was still standing.

“Those presents are still under the tree right now. . . we
hope,” Guanella said.

At least one first responder and six others were injured 1in
the fires that began Thursday morning, unusually late in the
year and following an extremely dry fall and a winter so far
nearly devoid of snow. Boulder County Sheriff Joe Pelle
acknowledged that more injuries and also deaths could be
possible due to the intensity of fires that quickly swept
across the region.

“This is the kind of fire we can’t fight head-on,” Pelle said.
“We actually had deputy sheriffs and firefighters in areas

that had to pull out because they just got overrun,” he added.

As night fell, officials were watching how the winds behaved
and the fires reacted to determine when crews are able to go
in and begin assessing the damage and searching for any
victims.

Evacuations were ordered earlier in the day for the cities of
Louisville and Superior, 1located about 20 miles (32
kilometers) northwest of Denver and home to a combined 34,000
people. A nearby portion of U.S. Highway 36 also was shut
down.

The neighboring towns are filled with middle and upper-middle
class subdivisions surrounded by shopping centers, parks and
schools. The area 1is in between Denver and Boulder, a
foothills college town home to the University of Colorado.

Residents evacuated fairly calmly and orderly, but the winding



streets in the subdivisions quickly became clogged as people
tried to get out. It sometimes took cars as long as 45 minutes
to advance about a half mile (less than a kilometer).

Small fires cropped up here and there in surprising places—on
the grass in a median or in a dumpster in the middle of a
parking lot—as wind gusts caused the fire to jump and spread.
Shifting winds caused the skies to turn from clear to smoky
and then back again as emergency sirens blared nearby.

One video captured by a bystander outside a Superior Costco
store showed an apocalyptic scene with winds whipping through
barren trees in the parking lot surrounded by gray skies, a
hazy sun and small fires scattered across the ground.

Leah Angstman and her husband saw similar skies while
returning to their Louisville home from Denver International
Airport after being away for the holidays. As they were
sitting on the bus going toward Boulder, Angstman recalled
instantly leaving clear blue skies and entering clouds of
brown and yellow smoke.

“The wind rocked the bus so hard that I thought the bus would
tip,” she said.

The visibility was so poor that the bus had to pull over and
they waited a half-hour until a regional transit authority van
escorted them to a turnaround on the highway.

“The sky was dark, dark brown, and the dirt was blowing in
swirls across the sidewalk like snakes,” she said.

Vignesh Kasinath, an assistant professor of biochemistry at
the University of Colorado, evacuated from a neighborhood in
Superior with his wife and her parents. Kasinath said the
family was overwhelmed because of the sudden evacuation
warning and anxious from the chaos while trying to leave.

“It’'s only because I am active on Twitter I came to know about



this,” said Kasinath, who said he did not receive an official
evacuation notice from authorities.

Pelle said the first fire erupted just before 10:30 a.m. and
was “attacked pretty quickly and laid down later in the day
and is currently being monitored” with no structures lost.

A second wildfire, reported just after 11 a.m., “ballooned and
spread rapidly east,” Pelle said. The blaze spans 2.5 square
miles (6.5 square kilometers).

Some of the several blazes in the area Thursday were sparked
by downed power lines.

The fires prompted Gov. Jared Polis to declare a state of a
emergency, allowing the state to access disaster emergency
funds.

Colorado’s Front Range, where most of the state’s population
lives, had an extremely dry and mild fall, and winter so far
has continued to be mostly dry. Denver set a record for most
consecutive days without snow before it got a small storm on
Dec. 10. It hasn’t snowed since, though snow was expected in
the region Friday.

Scientists say climate change is making weather more extreme
and wildfires more frequent and destructive. A historic
drought and heat waves have made wildfires harder to fight in
the U.S. West.

Ninety percent of Boulder County is in severe or extreme
drought, and hasn’t seen substantial rainfall since mid-
summer.

“With any snow on the ground, this absolutely would not have
happened in the way that it did,” said snow hydrologist Keith
Musselman, who was at home when Thursday’s fires broke out not
far away.

Musselman said this severe fire risk is expected in September



and October following a dry summer, but the lack of any
precipitation this late in the season is highly unusual.

The National Weather Service predicts up to a foot of snow
could fall tomorrow in Boulder, and that moisture would bring
substantial relief, Musselman said.

Guanella said he heard from a firefighter friend that his
family'’s home was still standing Thursday night. And now he
can only wait to see whether that holds.

“You’'re just waiting to hear if your favorite restaurant 1is
still standing, if the schools that your kids go to are still
standing,” Guanella said. “You’'re just waiting to get some
clarity, hopefully tomorrow.” {eoa}

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Associated Press journalist Brittany Peterson contributed to
this report. McCombs reported from Salt Lake City. Nieberg 1is
a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America
Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America 1s a nonprofit
national service program that places journalists 1in local
newsrooms to report on under-covered 1issues.

Follow breaking news like this on our new platform, CHARISMA
PLUS.

VOE Board Clarifies Newspaper
Reports on Perry Stone

The Voice of Evangelism board has issued a statement to
Charisma Media to lay to rest allegations from critics of
Perry Stone, pointing out that a Dec. 25 newspaper article was
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much ado about nothing.

“There is nothing new to report,” the statement reads. “The
story reported by the Chattanooga Times Free Press is lacking
in true journalistic substance, and most of all the sources
were offered and granted anonymity, allowing the story to be
sensationalized. The VOE board stands firm in its decisions
and will continue to operate in true biblical godly
integrity.”

Charisma News reported earlier this week on the accusations
that resurfaced against Stone through the Times Free Press,
which included a report that the FBI is investigating his
ministry, and shared a statement from VOE that said the
newspaper story “bears no new information or allegations.”
Charisma News also posted a recent video teaching from Stone
that addressed integrity in the media; however, this video was
prerecorded and not intended as a response to the recent
allegations, per VOE.

Last April, Stone was placed on a forced leave of absence due
to allegations of misconduct and deviation from “the biblical
standards set in place for VOE leadership,” also reported by
Charisma News.

Stephen Strang, founder of Charisma Media and a journalist for
five decades, knows better than to take accusations in the
press at face value. “There are journalists who love to
sensationalize negative stories on ministries and disgruntled
people who like to harass ministries,” he says. In order for
Charisma’s coverage to consist of more than repetitions of the
latest accounts posted on social media, he invited VOE to tell
its side of the story.

Here is the complete statement from VOE:

In April 2020, the Voice of Evangelism board of directors
took proactive measures to place evangelist Perry Stone on a
six-month sabbatical for rest and restoration.



This decision was made for two reasons: First, earlier this
year employees at VOE requested to meet with the board of
directors to address concerns of 1inappropriate words and
actions. Second, over the past few years, Perry had started
to encounter serious health issues related to spiritual and
physical burnout. Doctors quickly determined that his blood
pressure was at levels indicating the potential for a
dangerous stroke. This demanded immediate attention and a
team equipped to provide medical supervision to resolve these
issues.

The board conducted a private thorough investigation and
determined there was behavior that deviated outside of
biblical standards set in place for VOE leadership. So, the
board unanimously determined to initiate his sabbatical. This
action was not reactionary but with much prayer, and was set
in place to uphold the highest standards of integrity.

The actions taken by the board were determined to be
reasonable and appropriate and in the best interests of
Voices of Evangelism, 1its supporters and even its detractors.

At the direction of the board, Perry Stone respectfully
agreed to the requirements of rest and restoration. He
stepped aside from all pulpit and travel ministry for a
period of time and has sincerely repented for any words or
actions said or done that made anyone feel uncomfortable or
brought them hurt in any manner.

Perry Stone, in a publicly released statement in May of 2020,
stated, “I confess at times I’ve been inappropriate in all
this weariness of just non-stop ministry .. I let my guard
down, and I’ve asked, of course, God, and others to forgive
me for that.”

The board has worked with Perry Stone to set in place strong
boundaries including a seasoned accountability ministry team
that meets with Perry regularly. The board continues to



evaluate his spiritual and physical health and help to lead
the ministry forward.

Last week, we were asked to answer various questions
submitted by the Times Free Press. Unfortunately, it 1is
relatively obvious from the tenor of the article that was 1in
the Chattanooga Times Free Press that respectable journalism
has not been able to compete with the digital and social
media. Thus, we now see a different standard develop, which
has been birthed by a concept that sensationalism may sell
more newspapers. Hearsay and a failure to identify sources
rule the world of information. Here are some of our comments
to the story reported:

—The board of directors of the Voice of Evangelism or Voice
of Evangelism staff have not been contacted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation or any other such investigative
entity. Consistent with the findings of the board and as a
result of the allegations in early 2020, no one has made any
accusations of any misconduct which would involve any
considerations other than civil considerations. As you know,
Perry Stone 1is dedicated to the ministry and spends many
hours of research prayer, study of the Scriptures and
consultation of biblical authorities in preparation for the
presentations he makes around the world.

— The board has not received any letters that the Chattanooga
newspaper it asserts it has. It is difficult to comment on
matters that the paper purportedly has and which were not
presented by the paper. The board did consider the
communications that were made to the board back in early
2020. Some of these were withdrawn, some were not signed or
identified as to authorship, and others were not found to be
supportable or were otherwise unreliable. The board made
decisions based upon all of the evidence that was presented
to the board.

— The board has requested that Perry Stone not discuss the



Investigations that were made by the board and that Perry
Stone refrain from commenting concerning unsupported
allegations and unidentified individuals or identified people
who provided information.

— The requirements of the board were multifaced and ranged
from physical health issues to all aspects of restoration and
renewal. After approximately six months, the board determined
that it would be appropriate for Perry Stone to return to his
role as a proponent of the faith of and programs of the Voice
of Evangelism.

— The board has not received any threats of legal action from
any 1individual. Because of the attacks that have been
recently publicized, it appears that comments through social
media outlets have resulted in truly absurd accusations and
absolutely false statements being made regarding Perry Stone
and the Voice of Evangelism ministry. The international
ministry continues to be accepted by people of good will and
great faith. Voice of Evangelism is committed to continuing
to make contributions to the betterment of the people of
Southeast Tennessee and around the world. Once again,
hundreds of thousands are hearing the love of God and the
available gift of salvation delivered by Perry Stone and
other committed members of VOE.

At the end of the day, there is nothing new to report. The
story reported by the Chattanooga Times Free Press 1is lacking
in true journalistic substance, and most of all the sources
were offered and granted anonymity, allowing the story to be
sensationalized. The VOE board stands firm in its decisions
and will continue to operate in true biblical godly
Iintegrity.

(For further questions or media inquiries, please contact
John Rodriguez, press@.)

For more of what Charisma has reported on Perry Stone over the



years, visit the following links:
— “40 People Who Radically Changed Our World.”
— “Perry Stone: The Importance of Prophecy.”

— Evangelist Perry Stone Placed on Sabbatical, Asks
Forgiveness for ‘Inappropriate Actions.’

— Ministry Says Nothing New in Media Reports About Perry
Stone.

— Perry Stone Speaks Out About Secular Media: ‘Information Can
Be Twisted by the God of This World.’

In addition, we invite you to click here for a Charisma cover
story from 2010 by Stephen Strang about Perry Stone and Voice
of Evangelism, titled “The Shaping of Stone.”

Strang asks Charisma’s readers to pray that Perry Stone and
VOE weather this storm for the glory of God and that the
hidden things be revealed. {eoa}

Follow breaking news like this on our new platform, CHARISMA
PLUS.

WATCH: John Bevere Says,
‘Your Destiny Requires a
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Wilderness Season’

John Bevere, bestselling author of Bait of Satan and multiple
other books, shares with Matt and Laurie Crouch on TBN'’s
Praise about the power of the wilderness season, using the
biblical example of Joseph to teach a life-changing lesson.

“There’s a purpose for every season under heaven,” he says.
“If we understand the purpose, then we behave correctly. The
children of Israel didn’t understand the purpose of the
wilderness, so they behaved incorrectly. The result was that
what was only supposed to be a one-year short stint ended up
becoming a passion.

“And so what my passion right now is, I don’t want to see
believers in the body of Christ .. spend a lifetime in the
wilderness. You can’'t shorten a wilderness season, but you can
certainly lengthen it.”

Watch the entire season above or at this link, and no matter
what season you’'re in, find out how God can use it for His
glory. {eoa}

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.
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CN Morning Rundown: Classic
Christmas Song Canceled Over
Its ‘Questionable Past’

Here are the top stories featured on :
Classic Christmas Song Canceled Over Its ‘Questionable Past’

An elementary school in upstate New York removed “Jingle
Bells” from its roster of Christmas songs all over the holiday
tune’s supposedly “questionable past.”

The backlash was swift, with critics calling the decision as
“liberalism run amok” and “cancel culture at its finest,”
according to WHAM-TV. An informal Twitter poll by the outlet
showed 95% of respondents disagreed with the move.

Matt Tappon, principal of Council Rock Primary School 1in
Brighton, New York, told the Rochester Beacon he decided to
scrub “Jingle Bells” from the school’s repertoire and instead
replace it with a song that doesn’t have the “potential to be
controversial or offensive.”

WATCH: Pastor Jack Hibbs Gives Stern Warning to ‘Woke’ Pastors

“We must admit that these things that we hold dear are things
that You have always been: righteousness, freedom, liberty,
love, kindness, forgiveness, love, grace, mercy, salvation,”
Pastor Jack Hibbs says to the Lord as part of his opening
prayer before he speaks at AmericaFest2021, a Phoenix,
Arizona, event sponsored by Charlie Kirk’s Turning Point USA.

“Every time we see a reawakening, it’s the returning to the
Word of God,” he explains, addressing the crowd, some of whom
admittedly are not Christ-followers.

Hibbs also adds a word of warning for those pastors who have
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bought into the leftist lies of today’s culture: “Woke pastors
either need to change their biblical worldview or go look for
another job. You either need to stand up or get out.”

Pandemic Rising? Hemorrhagic Fever Outbreak Spreads in China

Unless otherwise specified, the opinions expressed are solely
the author’s and do not necessarily reflect the views of
Charisma Media.

By now, you have probably heard that the Chinese government
has put the entire city of Xi'’an under a very strict lockdown.
Residents have literally been forbidden to leave their own
homes without permission, and we are being told that this was
done because COVID has been spreading in the area. But there
are less than 200 confirmed cases in a city that has a
population of approximately 13 million.

Locking 13 million people in their own homes for less than 200
COVID cases doesn’t make any sense. Could it be possible that
the main reason why millions of Chinese are being imprisoned
in their own homes is being suppressed?

According to Radio Free Asia, there are actually two different
outbreaks in the city of Xi’an right now:

Authorities in the northern Chinese city of Xi’an have placed
the city of 13 million under lockdown, amid a sharp rise 1in
the number of COVID-19 cases and fears over a recent outbreak
of epidemic hemorrhagic fever, local residents told RFA.

{eoa}

x| For more information on how you can fight back against

cancel culture, make sure to get a copy of what Charisma
founder and CEO Stephen Strang says is his most important book
yet. God and Cancel Culture is now available wherever fine
books are sold. Order it at .

Follow breaking news like this on our new platform, CHARISMA



PLUS.



