Why So Many Pastors Are
Preaching the Wrong Way

Editor’s Note: This is part 2 of a two-part series. For part
1, click here.

3. Revise how you lead and what you teach.

The issue of salvation should be front and center week after
week in the church. I'm not talking about simply giving the
lost an opportunity to get saved. I'm referring to the
sobering responsibility to lead the saints toward a successful
transition into eternity.

Never presume someone 1is saved. Never confirm to them that
they are. In fact, I never presume myself to be safe. It
infuriates some that I would ever suggest that I or they may
not retain our salvation. The great falling away will be very
great. Enduring to the end is an intense and challenging call.
Working out our salvation is a fearful thing.

Teach on holiness. Call people into obedience to the Word.
Refute unbiblical grace theologies. Target the spirit of the
age that has infiltrated so many in our churches. Expose the
darkness of the media and entertainment that is being devoured
by professing Christians without any concern whatsoever.

For if we willfully continue to sin after we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment and
fiery indignation, which will devour the adversaries. Anyone
who despised Moses’ law died without mercy in the presence of
two or three witnesses. How much more severe a punishment do
you suppose he deserves, who has trampled under foot the Son
of God, and has regarded the blood of the covenant that
sanctified him to be a common thing, and has insulted the
Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, “Vengeance 1is
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Mine,” says the Lord, “I will repay.” And again He says, “The
Lord will judge His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God (Heb. 10:26-31).

4. Embrace biblical church discipline.

When 1is the last time you heard about someone being barred
from the church for violations of Scripture that demand such
action?

Failure to be faithful to the scriptural mandate to enact
church discipline has resulted in compromised churches and a
generation of people who are absolutely convinced they are
saved, all while they are moving closer and closer to the
fires of hell.

Today unmarried men and women are living together, and they
head to church together, hand in hand, each week, greeted by
hugs and smiles. People who are consuming porn on Saturday are
leading ministries on Sunday.

God is clear. We must purge those from among us who are
sexually immoral, greedy or idolaters. We can’t even eat with
them.

In fact, turning them over to Satan 1is God’s prescription in
certain situations.

When you are assembled, along with my spirit, in the power of
our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver him to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that the spirit may be saved on
the day of the Lord Jesus.

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little
yeast leavens the whole batch? (1 Cor. 5:4b-6).

We have entire churches that have been compromised because
they are refusing to follow biblical church discipline



protocols. This is extremely serious.

I wrote to you in my letter not to keep company with sexually
immoral people. Yet I did not mean the sexually immoral
people of this world, or the covetous and extortioners, or
the idolaters, since you would then need to go out of the
world. But I have written to you not to keep company with any
man who is called a brother, who 1is sexually immoral, or
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner. Do not even eat with such a person.

For what have I to do with judging those also who are
outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But God
judges those who are outside. Therefore “put away from among
yourselves that wicked person” (1 Cor. 5:9-13)

In fact, it’'s not only sexual immorality or drunkenness or
greed that we need to deal with. Check this out: “Now we
command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you withdraw yourselves from every brother who walks in
idleness and not according to the tradition that he received
from us” (2 Thess. 3:6).

Those who are idle, lazy, not being productive as God has
called them to be should be avoided as well. Why did I include
this last verse? Well, first because it’'s in the Word. Second
because I wanted to highlight just how serious God is about
obedience and how we should respond to those who are 1in
rebellion. Again, it’'s very serious.

Related Article: “The Jesus Manifesto” by Dr. Michael Brown

Of course, when they are ready to repent, we run to them with
open arms and welcome them back home! “Now we command you,
brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw yourselves from every brother who walks in idleness
and not according to the tradition that he received from us”
(James 5:19-20).



Staying Saved

So much focus is put on evangelism and people getting saved,
while so little is put on staying saved. Failure 1in
consecration and sanctification absolutely can impact
justification.

Pastors, it’'s time to bring this issue front and center, and
leave it there. Many under your care are in trouble. They are
dying or dead spiritually and you haven’t even noticed. That
may be because your church culture is dead and they simply
don’t stand out. Or, it may be that your theology is off and
you believe salvation is easy and permanent. False grace may
have infected your ministry. You may have failed in the call
to preach on the holiness of God. Hell and eternity may not be
focuses as they should be.

I implore you to allow God to wreck you. Ask him to put the
people in the church on your heart and intercede for them.
Confront them. Challenge them. Awaken them. Eternity draws
near.

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:

“He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars says
these things: I know your works, that you have a reputation
of being alive, but you are dead. Be watchful, and strengthen
the things which remain but are ready to die, for I have not
found your works perfected before God. Remember therefore how
you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore
if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and
you will not know what hour I will come upon you.

“You have a few names even in Sardis who have not soiled
their garments. They shall walk with Me in white, for they
are worthy. He who overcomes shall be clothed in white
garments. I will not blot his name out of the Book of Life,
but I will confess his name before My Father and before His
angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says



to the churches (Rev. 3:1-6).



