Why a Mother’s Prayer Can
Change Everything

I remember seeing my mother kneeling at the side of her bed
and praying aloud for each of her children and grandchildren.
That memory is forever etched in my mind, and I will never
forget sensing a strong presence of God through her
intercession. I came away with a sense of reverential fear and
trust that no matter what would happen to any of us, God would
honor her prayers on our behalf.

My mother is in heaven now, yet it’s a comfort to know that
the Lord continues to honor those prayers. It encourages me to
continue to pray for my own children and grandchildren no
matter how uncertain their futures or what they are currently
facing.

I am sure that there are bittersweet moments for each of us
whose parents have gone on to be with the Lord. We remember
them. We miss them. We now realize how wise they really were.
Our hope in the Lord is that we will see them again and enjoy
His presence together.

Except for Eve, the mother of all living, we’ve all been
blessed with mothers. Our mothers helped shape who we are
today—for good or not so good. We learned from their example
and from their mistakes. And when we had children of our own
we realized what a challenge they faced raising us.

Some of us are privileged to have our moms around to help us
with our own children. They bring the wisdom of experience and
offer their time, love and energy to the task. What a blessing
to have a doting grandma to pour unconditional love on our
offspring!

But even with all that, the Holy Spirit is our best adviser,
teacher and counselor. He knows what’s best for each child and
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can give us the insight to know what each needs and how to
pray His will concerning each one. God hears a mother’s
prayer.

I am thankful for His instruction and “coaching” as I grappled
through years of raising an autistic son in a ministerial fish
bowl filled with well-meaning parishioners giving “expert”
advice concerning things they knew nothing about. Without the
Lord, we would not have made it. Time and time again, He would
admonish me to trust Him with our son.

That was not an easy task. We would place him on the altar, so
to speak, and then quickly take him off, load ourselves with
worry, then place him on the altar again. Then we’d call on
the Lord for help and take one day at a time doing as He
directed. The result was miraculous! Today, he’s a grown man
who loves and serves the Lord, can earn a living and is active
in the men’s group at church. Surely, God is worthy of our
trust.

Surely, He knows what'’s best for us and for our children. He
is totally trustworthy.

Sometimes we worry when we don’t see our children going in the
direction we feel would be best for them. Yet we have His
promise that if we raise them and train them in the way they
should go, when they are old they will not depart from them
(see Prov. 22:6). Though they may stray as they try to find
their own way in life, they will return to what was instilled
in them (see 2 Tim. 3:15). It’'s a promise.

Perhaps you are a single parent wrestling with raising your
children and working full time. You feel exhausted and
overwhelmed. You wonder how you are going to make it through
another day. Take heart. You are not alone. The Holy Spirit
will provide and direct you each step of the way. Our Father
hears a mother’s prayer. Trust Him.

If God has blessed you with a special-needs child, know that



He has given you a treasure. It may not feel that way
sometimes. You may feel as if you are the only one carrying
the responsibility relating to your child, your spouse, your
other children and the household. And if you also work outside
the home it’s a balancing act like no other. But His grace
will enable you to do all He requires of you. You will Llearn
the meaning of unconditional love and enjoy deep fellowship
with Him. His love and grace is available-and it'’s free.

Perhaps your children are grown and your mom is in her golden
years and needing care. The tables have turned-you are now the
caregiver and she 1is the one needing your help. It’s difficult
for her to transition from total independence to needing care
and provision. Do you struggle with the demands of your own
family and her needs? Well, you are not alone. Honoring your
mom in this season takes as much grace as handling a household
of kids, a special-needs child, a full-time job and a cranky
husband. But God is able to sustain you and go even beyond
your need. He is there to give you His sufficiency, rest and
restoration as you take time to get alone with Him.

No matter what season of life you are walking through, the
Lord is there for you. Whether you see yourself as a daughter
honoring her mother, a mother enjoying her children or one who
is pulled in many directions at once, our God is more than
able to provide you with everything you need to make this the
most wonderful season of your life. Remember that God answers
a mother’s prayer. Happy Mother’s Day!

PRAYER POWER

This week surrender yourself and your children to the Lord and
thank Him that He is ever present in every season of your
life. Ask Him for the wisdom that is readily available and
that He alone can give. Thank Him for the expected outcome,
plans and purposes He has for you and your family. Pray for
those who have sons, daughters and loved ones in the military.
Ask the Lord to strengthen their faith and bring them comfort



during this season of separation. Pray for protection over
their sons and daughters as well as our own nation and its
leaders. Prov. 22:6; James 1:6



