When People You Love Become
Stumbling Blocks

Stumbling blocks. You don’t want to be one. And you don’t want
them in your life, either. But what do you do when the
stumbling block comes from someone you love dearly, or from
someone with whom you know you are called to labor in God’s
Kingdom?

In order to avoid stumbling blocks, we need to recognize them
when they arise along the narrow path. At the most basic
level, a stumbling block is an obstacle to our progress in the
Lord; it’s something that gets in between us and God’s perfect
plan for our lives; it 1is anything that leads us 1into
temptation. It’s a snare. Strong’s Concordance defines a
stumbling block as “any person or thing by which one 1is
(entrapped) drawn into error or sin.”

The phrase “stumbling block” 1is used 14 times in various
translations of the Bible. I am going to focus on just one in
this exhortation—one that came straight from the lips of the
Anointed One to my spirit. It’s an example that shows how even
those closest to us—even those called to walk with us and do
great things for the Lord alongside us—can at times present a
stumbling block in our path. How to we deal with loved ones
who present stumbling blocks in a spirit grace, mercy and love
without falling into the trap?

Jesus called Peter a stumbling block after he rebuked the Lord
for confessing that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things at the hands of the elders, the chief priest and the
teachers of the law, and that He must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life. Peter insisted that such a thing
would never happen to Jesus. Selfishness was at the root of
Peter’s words. Let’s listen in to how Jesus responded:
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“Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the
concerns of God, but merely human concerns’” (Matthew 16:23,
NIV). Peter was more concerned about himself than the plan of
God, and therefore presented a stumbling block.

Imagine if Jesus had entertained Peter’s words .. “You know,
Peter, you are right. That shouldn’t happen to me. That’s not
really fair. I have never sinned. Why should I die for the sin
of the world? Maybe I will call on the angels to deliver me.
Humankind can deal with its own problems!” Thank God that
Jesus did not fall into the snare.

Here’s the point: How often do those around us—even those with
the best intentions—speak the opposite of God’s will into our
lives? How often do they discourage us from following our God-
given dreams because of their unbelief? How often do they get
us stirred up when persecution comes and tempts us to
retaliate or merely defend ourselves when God wants to
vindicate us in His time?

Jesus was quick to discern the stumbling blocks along the path
to His destiny—a destiny that would take away the sin of the
world—and He was quick to confront and press through them.
That's because He had in mind the concerns of God, not merely
human concerns—not even His own concerns. Jesus’ mantra: Not
my will, but yours be done even if it kills me. Jesus was
quick to discern and deal with the stumbling block, but that
didn’t mean that Jesus immediately cast the one who put the
stumbling block in His path along the roadside. Jesus used
wisdom. He knew Peter was an integral part in God’s plan to
build the early church.

No, Jesus didn’'t cast Peter aside. But Jesus didn’t allow
Peter’s hindering words to live in His heart, either. Jesus
instead taught Peter the right way to respond: “Whoever wants
to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose



it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it” (Matt.
16:24-25). Jesus didn’t exclude Peter from His inner circle or
even sit him down for a season. In His mercy and grace, He
helped Peter get his focus back on the concerns of God rather
than merely human concerns.

Indeed, six days later, the Bible says, Jesus took Peter,
James and John to a high mountain where they witnessed His
configuration (-11). What a privelege! Then came Peter’s test.
Jesus predicted His death a second time: “The Son of Man 1is
going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will Kkill
him, and on the third day he will be raised to life” (Matt.
17:22-23). Although the disciples were filled with grief,
Peter did not stand against the will of God. He did not
present a stumbling block.

Fast-forward to Matthew chapter 18 and Jesus 1s once again
talking about stumbling blocks. “Woe to the world because of
the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must
come, but woe to the person through whom they come! If your
hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw
it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled
than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal
fire. And if your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye
than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell” (v.
7-10).

?People may introduce temptations (stumbling blocks) into your
life, however, the responsibility to walk in righteousness by
the grace of God falls squarely on our own shoulders. God may
indeed deal with the one who introduces the stumbling block,
whether it be a spirit of error or some form of lust—the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life-but
the burden remains on us to discern, confront and press past
that stumbling block no matter who introduces it and no matter
what it is.



So what do you do if someone you are called to labor alongside
in the kingdom—whether that is a family member, a spiritual
leader or a friend-presents a stumbling block in your path? Of
course be led by the Holy Spirit. Nothing I say here should
usurp direct guidance from the Holy Spirit. But the Holy
Spirit is always biblical. So I offer some words of wisdom
from the Scripture:

Although there are certainly times when you must remove
someone from your life who refuses to renounce and repent of a
lifestyle or a doctrine that tempts you to stray away from
God’s will, you shouldn’t make that move without doing what
Jesus did: speak the truth in love, and if that doesn’t work
take someone along with you to speak the truth in love. Remind
them that whoever wants to be Jesus’ disciple must deny
themselves—deny lusts, deny error, deny anything that would
lead them outside the perfect will of God-and take up their
cross and follow Jesus.

After all, Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. Can you
imagine if Jesus had excommunicated Peter for a single mistake
rooted in selfishness? What if Jesus booted you out of His
kingdom for foolish words, or even foolish acts? God is a
forgiving God, and we should act like our Father. If we are
strong in the Lord and the power of His might, we should be
strong enough not to stumble when the snare arises. We should
be strong enough to correct in love. And we should be strong
enough to restore a believer’s focus on Christ. Amen!
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