When Authentic Fire Goes
Viral

I was surprised by the furor over John MacArthur’s Strange
Fire book and conference not because he railed against
charismatic theology, but because this is nothing new. Certain
segments of the church have called the Pentecostal movement
heresy ever since the Azusa Street revival. Back then, British
evangelist and Bible scholar G. Campbell Morgan described
Azusa’s Pentecostal experiences as the “last vomit from hell.”

Lines were drawn then and it’s no different today. In 1993,
MacArthur wrote in Charismatic Chaos that the movement was
filled with “confusion and mushy thinking.”

Yes, excesses exist in the movement and must be addressed. But
it’s wrong to lump all those who believe in the Holy Spirit’s
power with some of the high-profile ministers who’ve gone bad
or who preach heresy, just as it’s wrong to lump all Baptists
with Westboro Baptist Church (that pickets gay events) or all
Presbyterians with Paul Hill, the Presbyterian minister who
killed an abortion doctor in 1994 claiming God had told him to
do it.

MacArthur’s new book or conference probably won’t change many
minds; he’'s preaching to his own choir. But he has made some
leaders in our movement speak up and address the issues he'’s
addressing. If you didn’t see the commentaries we ran by
George 0. Wood, Lee Grady, Samuel Rodriguez, Mark Rutland, Ron
Phillips and others on our websites, you can find them by
going to . In addition, Charisma House 1is releasing a major
book by R. T. Kendall (like MacArthur, a self-described
Calvinist), who deals with many of the issues surrounding the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our day, even though it
doesn’t specifically name or directly address MacArthur.
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Kendall’s book is called Holy Fire and will be out in January.

Among those who specifically answered MacArthur was prolific
author Michael Brown. He addressed abuses within our movement,
but also showed how some of us have been highlighting these
very issues for decades. There was such a demand for what he
wrote—and he had such a burning desire to see it in book
form—that he is expanding it into a book releasing about the
time you read this called Authentic Fire: A Response to John
MacArthur’s Strange Fire. In it, Brown will:

o Respond to MacArthur’'s claims that the charismatic
movement has made no positive contribution to theology,
biblical interpretation, worship or social and
humanitarian work;

o Show that the origins of the modern Pentecostal-
charismatic movement are by no means flawed and that the
sword of criticism MacArthur uses works against his own
theology;

o Make a clear biblical case for the continuing nature of
the gifts and power of the Spirit;

o Apply the same criteria MacArthur uses to test the fruit
of the modern charismatic movement and prove that his
data and conclusions are flawed;

o And feature chapters from other scholars and colleagues,
including professors Craig Keener, Jon Ruthven and Bob
Gladstone.

To rush out a book like this, we are using the latest
technology. We’'re releasing it as an eBook through all digital
retailers, including Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Apple, Google,
Sony and others. That’'s easy and quick. Because some people
want a print copy it will be available as “print on demand”
through Michael Brown’'s ministry. It’s amazing how today’s
technology allows us to publish like this to get out the word.

This technology is also available to you. And it allows me to
publicly announce our company’s new addition, Excel



Publishers, which leverages the newest digital publishing
technologies to help turn content into printed books and
eBooks at little or no cost. Our program allows a Christian
writer to get published without investing money in warehousing
and shipping books. We can print a 600-page book in less than
1 minute, in any quantity (even one book at a time!).

There 1is an evolution in how authors get published today.
While traditional publishers continue to reach the masses
through bookstores, others are self-publishing to reach niche
audiences. This year more than 300,000 new self-published
books will release. Excel 1is leading the way with new
technologies to help Christian writers reach the world with
the printed word. To find out more, visit .

When Gutenberg invented the printing press, it caused a
revolution in how people access information—especially 1in
terms of the Bible. Today there is a new revolution. The
Internet, digital publishing and printing technologies give us
the opportunity to reach more people with the gospel than ever
before—and in this instance, to refute quickly and boldly what
we believe is error in the body of Christ.

Steve Strang[] is the founder and publisher of Charisma. Follow
him on Twitter @sstrang or Facebook (stephenestrang).



