What’'s Love Got to Do with
It?

If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of
God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had
such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love
others, I would be nothing. If I gave everything I have to the
poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but
if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:2-3

Influential individuals often demonstrate a care and
compassion for the people they are around. This love propels
them to make a difference. Without love nothing else matters.
The famous love essay, written by the influential apostle
Paul, reminds us of the need for love.

Love keeps the flame of influence burning brightly. Teilhard
de Chardin said it this way: “The day will come when, after
harnessing space, the winds, the tides and gravitation, we
shall harness for God the energies of love. And on that day,
for the second time in the history of the world, we shall have
discovered fire.”

What is love challenging you to do in your life, at your
church, in your community? What sacrifices are you willing to
make to see God’'s dream for you become reality?

A college professor had his sociology class go into the
Baltimore slums to get case histories of 200 young boys. They
were asked to write an evaluation of each boy’s future. In
every case the students wrote, “He hasn’t got a chance.”
Twenty-five years later another sociology professor came
across the earlier study. He had his students follow up on the
project to see what had happened to those boys. With the
exception of 20 boys who had moved away or died, the students
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learned that 176 of the remaining 180 had achieved more than
ordinary success as lawyers, doctors, and businessmen.

The professor was astounded and decided to pursue the matter
further. Fortunately, all the men were in the area, and he was
able to ask each one, “How do you account for your success?”
In each case the reply came with feeling, “There was a
teacher.”

The teacher was still alive, so he sought her out and asked
the old but still alert lady what magic formula she had used
to pull these boys out of the slums into successful
achievement.

The teacher’s eyes sparkled and her lips broke into a gentle
smile. “It’s really very simple,” she said. “I loved those
boys.” (Eric Butterworth, “Love: The One Creative Force,”
Chicken Soup for the Soul)



