Unraveling Heaven’s Divine
Mysteries

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the
heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who
love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9b).

My family lived in Northern California when I was a little
boy. One time we took a family vacation to Disneyland in
Southern California. As we were driving, my dad tried to
explain to me what Disneyland would be like. It was a waste of
time. You can’'t understand Disneyland unless you experience
it.

Some experiences are simply unexplainable.

The same 1is true about heaven. We can’t compare heaven to
anything we’'ve experienced on Earth. The planet where we now
reside is just a poor—very poor—copy of the place God has
prepared for us in eternity.

The Bible hints at this mystery in 1 Corinthians 2:9b: “Eye
has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart
of man the things which God has prepared for those who love
Him."”

Although human words can’t properly explain the divine
mysteries of heaven, we do know a little about what heaven
will be like.

1. We’'ll be reunited with every other believer (Heb.
12:22-23). The book of Hebrews tells us that every
believer who has ever lived will be in heaven with us.
That includes every person you've ever known who
followed Jesus—and the children who never had the
opportunity to make that decision.

2. We’'ll have rewards (Luke 6:35). The Bible mentions
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rewards in heaven often. You’ll be rewarded for your
good actions—your generosity, your good character and
your service. God watches everything. You have to decide
where you want to be rewarded: on this temporary side of
eternity or on the side that lasts forever.

3. We'll have responsibilities (Luke 16:10-12). You’'ll work
in heaven. Here’s the difference, though: You’ll use
your God-given shape to do what you love to do. You'll
be 100 percent fulfilled by the work you do. I don’t
know what your responsibility will be in heaven. Luke 16
says that will depend on how you handle your
responsibilities here on Earth.

4. We'll find rest in heaven (Heb. 4:9-11). For many of us,
eternal rest in heaven sounds really good. After a
lifetime of work, we’ll rest in heaven 1like never
before. Yes, we’ll work, but our work in heaven will be
a restful joy, not a burden.

5. We’ll rejoice in heaven (Matt. 25:21). We'’'re going to
celebrate in heaven. We'll enjoy being with God in
heaven. We’ll enjoy being with one another in heaven.
We're going to party for eternity in heaven!

Talk It Over

»Try to explain to someone else the most amazing place
you've ever visited. After you do so, ask yourself why
it's so hard to explain heaven to others.

= With whom are you looking forward to being reunited in
heaven? Why?

= If you’'re going to work in heaven but it’ll be something
that fits you perfectly and that you love doing, what
kind of work do you think you’ll do? {eoa}
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