The Truth About Hell

Few topics spark stronger reactions than the subject of hell.
Throughout history, people have debated whether it exists,
what it is like, and whether it is eternal. Today, many
opinions about hell are shaped more by personal feelings,
cultural ideas, or popular philosophy than by the Bible
itself.

Some believe hell cannot exist because God is loving. Others
think it is only temporary. Still others claim people already
experience “hell on earth,” making a future hell unnecessary.

In this article, we will examine the common viewpoints and
compare them with what Scripture teaches.

One of the most common objections to hell is the belief that a
loving God would never allow eternal punishment. However, the
Bible describes God as both loving and just. These qualities
are not opposites; they work together. Justice 1is a necessary
part of love, especially when wrongdoing and evil are
involved.

Jesus Himself spoke about hell frequently. One of the clearest
descriptions appears in Luke, chapter 16, where He tells the
story of a rich man who finds himself in torment after death.
The man is fully conscious, aware of his situation, and
realizes he cannot escape. He even asks that someone warn his
brothers so they do not end up in the same place.

The Bible contains many references to hell using phrases such
as eternal fire, outer darkness, prison, and “weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” These descriptions appear throughout
Scripture and are mentioned by many biblical authors. The
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Bible consistently teaches that God’s love does not cancel His
justice. A world without justice would hardly be loving.

Christian writer Arthur W. Pink argued that denying eternal
punishment because God is loving overlooks the fact that God
is also perfectly holy. Likewise, theologian Christopher W.
Morgan explained that God’s justice does not undermine His
love—both exist together in His character.

Jesus even contrasted eternal life and eternal punishment in
Matthew 25:46, showing that both realities are presented as
everlasting. According to Christian teaching, God demonstrated
His love by offering salvation through Jesus Christ. Yet love
also allows freedom. God does not force anyone to accept Him;
each person must choose.

Another common belief is that hell exists but is only
temporary. According to this view, people spend time there
until they are purified or spiritually improved and eventually
allowed into heaven. This idea 1is closely related to
Universalism, the belief that all people will ultimately be
saved. The problem with Universalism is that it conflicts with
many biblical passages describing judgment as final. For
example, in John 3:36, Jesus states that whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects Him will not see
life and remains under God'’s wrath.

Later in the same Gospel, Jesus warns that those who refuse to
believe in Him will “die in their sins.” According to
Christian teaching, dying in one’s sins means facing judgment
without forgiveness.

Another key question arises: if time in hell could cleanse
sin, why would Jesus need to die?

The New Testament teaches that forgiveness comes through
Christ’s sacrifice. The book of Hebrews explains that “without
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Likewise, the
book of Ephesians teaches that salvation is a gift of grace,



not something earned by human effort. According to Christian
belief, forgiveness is possible only through faith in Jesus
Christ, not through punishment or time spent suffering.

A third view suggests that hell is unnecessary because people
already endure terrible suffering in this life. War, disease,
injustice, and oppression cause unimaginable pain around the
world. While human suffering is real and often severe, the
Bible does not equate earthly suffering with hell. In fact,
many who suffer most on earth are innocent victims—children,
the poor, persecuted believers, or those harmed by powerful
oppressors. Meanwhile, many evil individuals live comfortable
lives without facing justice during their lifetime. If there
were no final judgment, ultimate justice would never exist.

The topic of hell is uncomfortable, but the Bible treats it as
a serious reality. According to Christian teaching, the
message of the Gospel is ultimately about rescue. The life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ were presented as
God’s way of offering forgiveness and reconciliation.
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