
The Tower of Babel and the
Origin of Languages
After Noah and his family got off the ark, God gave them a
simple command: “Be fruitful and multiply on the earth” (Gen.
8:17b). But just three chapters later we read the response of
Noah’s descendants, “Come, let us build us a city and a tower,
whose top will reach to heaven, and let us make a name for
ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face
of the whole earth.”

God had commanded Noah and his descendants to fill the earth,
but they decided they had a better plan. Instead, they wanted
to do something people would remember, so they built a city
and a tower to make their own name great instead of God’s.

God judged their rebellion in an interesting way. He confused
their language, turning the universal language into a variety
of language families. Basically, this forced the people to
spread out over the earth like He had commanded in the first
place.

The account of the Tower of Babel only takes up about nine
verses, but it has profound significance for us even today.
The division of the languages broke the human gene pool into
groups.  These  groups  spread  out  and  tended  to  stick  to
themselves.  In  other  words,  most  people  wanted  to  marry
someone  who  could  understand  their  language!  So  certain
genetic characteristics, such as eye shape or skin shade,
became  dominant  in  certain  groups.  We  all  look  a  little
different because of the event of the Tower of Babel.

The Tower of Babel also explains why we find the remains of
people and their tools in caves. Around the same time as the
dispersion of the peoples, there was an ice age. This ice age
was  a  direct  result  of  the  post-flood  climate  change.  As
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people split up and began spreading out over the earth, some
areas were much cooler than others, and people naturally took
shelter wherever they could. Caves made great temporary homes.
It would take a while before any single language group could
acquire  the  tools,  skills  and  manpower  to  start  building
cities and permanent settlements again, but that’s why certain
groups made homes in caves and used stone tools—they were
working with what they had. Not only that, but God had allowed
the ice age to lower the ocean levels and create natural land-
bridges to most of the continents. This meant that animals
coming off of Noah’s ark had a limited time to go fill certain
ecological niches. People had the same limited time, but they
weren’t spreading out! The confusion of the languages at the
tower caused mankind to head out while the ocean levels were
still low.

The event of the Tower of Babel explains not only people-group
differences,  but  also  language,  cultural  similarities  and
more. The Bible provides a historical framework through which
to  interpret  archaeology  and  anthropology—and  it  fits
perfectly!  {eoa}

Listen to the David Rives Show on the Charisma Podcast Network
for more intriguing content like this. You can also check out
David Rives Ministries on YouTube for more fascinating content
about  creation  like  “Don’t  Self-Feed  the  Ducks!”  and
“Spontaneous  Generation:  The  Foundation  of  Evolution.”

The Creator left a pattern of His fingerprints across each
corner of the universe, a pattern that David Rives has devoted
his  life  to  researching,  revealing  and  sharing,  while
declaring  the  glory  of  God.  The  president  of  David  Rives
Ministries, his weekly TV show Creation with David Rives airs
to millions globally on TBN. Author of 21 Verses Backed By
Science, his work has been featured on the History Channel,
DirecTV, NRB, TBN, CBN, METV, and heard daily on Christian
radio. Having gained millions of views on social platforms,
his Facebook, TikTok and YouTube pages continue to grow, as



Rives captures the attention of Christians and skeptics of all
ages. Rives leads annual dinosaur field trips, photo safaris
to Africa, expeditions into the Grand Canyon and shares the
gospel  to  millions  along  the  way.  He  may  be  reached  at
booking@


