The Purposeful Life

Pilate said, “So you are a king?”

Jesus responded, “You say I am a king. Actually, I was born
and came into the world to testify to the truth. ALl who love
the truth recognize that what I say is true.”

“What 1is truth?” Pilate asked.
John 18:37-38

It’s an age-old quest. The search for the meaning of life has
always dogged mankind. Why am I here? What am I striving for?
How do I make my mark in life, and what does it matter if I do
or not? Finding no answers to these questions, many become
defeatists; some become suicidal, while still others become
tyrants.

During Pilate’s interrogation of Jesus, Jesus volunteered that
his purpose was to testify to the truth. Looking at Jesus with
both pity and contempt, Pilate must have wondered what Jesus
meant. A prisoner, beaten within an inch of his life, betrayed
by his friend, deserted by his followers, and about to be hung
on a tree until dead; what “truth” could Jesus possibly
testify to that would hold any meaning for Pilate? Having been
a witness to the heartless cruelty of man toward man, Pilate
looked at Truth Incarnate and asked, “What is truth?”

The true condition of Pilate’s heart was revealed when he
turned to the screaming mob and, in an act of appeasement,
sentenced Jesus to death. The words Jesus spoke on the cross
while he was dying testified to the truth of his unparalleled
love for man. Jesus’ death testified to the tragic truth of
man’s rejection of God. Ultimately, Jesus’ resurrection
testified to his victory over sin and the glorious truth of
God’'s passion for the redemption of man.
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Jesus knew his purpose in life and fulfilled it with resolve.
His victory over sin and death gives us the opportunity to
live a purposeful life today. As Jesus testified to the truth
of God and man, so we are called to testify to Jesus. Every
day our lives can and do give evidence to the power of his
loving sacrifice. Since we are liberated in Jesus, we can live
in freedom toward others, unrestrained and generous in our
compassion and fervent in our witness to our Savior. Qur lives
can be lived with purpose, determination, and joy in the
knowledge that we are freed from the consequences of sin and
the finality of death.



