
The Holy Spirit Is Not a Blob
Two popular charismatic speakers stood on a stage a few years
ago and tried to demonstrate the power of the Holy Spirit. One
guy pretended to throw an imaginary “fireball” at his friend,
who promptly fell on the floor as if he’d been zapped by
divine power. Then, feeling equally playful, the guy on the
floor stood to his feet and threw the “fireball” back at his
friend—who fell down after the blob of God hit him.

Everybody had a hilarious time at this outrageous party. There
was  just  one  problem.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  a  blob,  a
fireball  or  any  other  form  of  cosmic  energy  that  can  be
thrown, maneuvered, controlled or manipulated.

This scenario happened in a charismatic church—a place where
the ministry of the Holy Spirit is presumably honored and
understood. It’s sad that many of us who wear the charismatic
label have forgotten what the Scriptures teach about the third
person of the Trinity. We need to step back, regroup and
reconsider what the Bible says about who the Holy Spirit is
and how He works:

1. He is the Spirit of the Lord. He is not a force (as in Star
Wars), a magical power or an “it.” The Holy Spirit is God, and
we should revere Him as God.

2. He is our regenerator. Jesus told Nicodemus that we are
born again by the Holy Spirit (see John 3:5). True conversion
is the most supernatural thing we will ever experience. When a
person puts his faith in Christ for salvation, it is the
Spirit who opens the heart and imparts divine life. He then
indwells us—and He gives us the confidence that we are now
children of God.

3. He is our empowerer. When we are baptized in the Holy
Spirit we are “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49,
NASB). The Spirit who already indwells us fills us to the
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point of overflowing. Jesus said the Holy Spirit’s power would
flow  out  of  us  like  “rivers  of  living  water”  from  our
innermost  being  (John  7:38).  This  overflow  releases
supernatural boldness as well as the anointing for various
gifts of the Spirit including prophecy, speaking in tongues
and healing.

4. He is the Spirit of truth. The Spirit has access to all the
wisdom and knowledge of God. When we abide in Him, He leads us
continually  into  truth—causing  us  to  grow  and  mature
spiritually. He is our “teacher” (see 1 John 2:27), and those
who depend on Him will walk in discernment and avoid deception
and pride.

5.  He  is  our  counselor.  Also
translated advocate, comforter or helper, the actual Greek
word, parakletos, means “one called alongside to help.” It
implies that the Spirit comes to our legal defense when we are
accused or troubled; it also means He is a close friend who
offers encouragement, consolation and direction when we face
any difficulty.

6. He is our intercessor. This is one of the greatest miracles
of grace. The Spirit who lives inside us “intercedes for us
with groanings too deep for words” (Rom. 8:26). Even when we
don’t know how to pray, the Spirit prays the perfect will of
God. No matter what kind of dark difficulty we face, the
Spirit travails for us until we emerge safely through the
test.

7. He is our refiner. The Spirit took the form of a dove at
Christ’s baptism, but He is often portrayed in Scripture as a
fire.  He  purifies  us  of  bad  attitudes,  wrong  motives,
unhealthy addictions and selfish agendas. If we cooperate with
Him, rather than quenching or grieving Him, the Spirit will
purge the dross from our lives so we can reflect the character
of Jesus.



Let’s rediscover the Holy Spirit. He is so much more than we
ever imagined—more than a doctrine, a concept or a glowing
blob of energy. I guarantee your spiritual life will go to a
whole new level if you simply pray, “Come, Holy Spirit,” and
ask for more of Him.
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