The Frame of Faith

Hebrews 11:1-16 We recently purchased some beautiful oil
paintings painted by some Israeli art students. These students
were temporarily in the United States selling their paintings
to earn money for their art school in Jerusalem. They went
door to door and also had a few shows in the U.S. The
paintings were not framed, but we had the promise of these
students that a fellow student would call us who could give us
a good price on framing the pictures for us. We waited and
waited for this call. Meanwhile our beautiful pictures were
gathering dust while they were stored under our bed. No one
knew we had such beautiful paintings because they were not
framed yet and we could not display them on our walls.

Our reading in Hebrews today describes the beautiful lives
painted through history by men and women of faith. As we read
about those heroes of our faith, we can picture in our minds
the scene of Noah who by faith prepared the ark; Abraham who
by faith left his homeland to go to a strange land; Sarah who
by faith gave herself to Abraham when she was ninety because
of the promise of a child; and on and on the scenes pass
through our minds.

We learn in Hebrews 11:3 that there is a very special frame
for these pictures of faith: “By faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things
which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”

Through faith the Word of God framed the worlds. God sees to
it that when we are presented with His artwork there 1is
already a frame for each masterpiece. Just as our paintings
could not be displayed until they were framed, these scenes of
great faith painted by our Bible heroes could not be displayed
without the Word of God framing these scenes. It is through
the Word of God that we are able to read these wonderful
stories that inspire us to greater faith. In every scene of
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faith conveyed in chapter 11 of Hebrews, we see how these men
and women of faith received and acted upon the Word of God.
They attached themselves firmly to the frame of God’s Word and
then displayed His Spirit, character, power and works to the
world. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
God has framed the masterpiece of your life in the golden
frame of His Word. Without His Word, we could never display
the faith that works by love and moves mountains to the world.

Lord, help me to attach myself firmly to the frame of Your
Word so that my life will display the beauty of Your character
and love to others.

READ: Ezekiel 24:1-26:21; Hebrews 11:1-16; Psalm 110:1-7;
Proverbs 27:14



