The Encouraging Reason God
Never ‘Promised’ Anything to
His People

We all know people in life who, as I sometimes say, “Write
checks with their mouths that they can’t cash!” In other
words, they never make good on their promises. Unfortunately,
when someone doesn’t keep their word, it can make you
skeptical of all promises, even the promises of God.

Thankfully, God isn’t like those who have let you down. The
Bible says He’s not a human that He should lie or change His
mind (see Num. 23:19). And accordingly, as I uncover in my
book, Activating the Power of God’s Word, even the idea of a
promise of God is never something His people had a concept of.
In fact, there’s no equivalent word for promise in the
original Hebrew language of the 0ld Testament. And the reason
is incredibly encouraging.

God’s Faithful Reputation

From the beginning, God was always known as faithful-a keeper
of His Word. And so, with such a reputation, there was never a
need to differentiate between something God said and something
He promised. His people simply knew that whatever God spoke
would happen.

Maybe this begs the question: What about when we see the word
promise in the 0ld Testament in our English Bibles? Well, in
each instance, the word is actually the Hebrew word dabar (or
a form of it), which means “to say.” It wasn’t until many
years later that English translators chose to use “promise”
when something was spoken in a future context.

What God Says Happens
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What we’ve learned here is possibly one of the most
foundational principles of Scripture—and our Christian lives:
what God says happens. There are no if, ands or buts about it.
Every word in His Word-the Bible—-is a signature inked 1in
heaven that cannot be annulled but is supernaturally binding
and everlasting.

This means when God assures He’'ll supply all your needs
according to His riches in glory (Phil. 4:19), you don’t have
to wonder if He'’s going to provide. When God guarantees a
peace that will guard your heart and your mind, He means it
(Phil. 4:7). And He'’ll be sure to bring a way of escape during
temptation (1 Cor. 10:13).

Are there Scriptures you’'re clinging to today? Or have been
waiting on to come to pass for years? Keep your faith! God’s
Word will not return void (see Is. 55:11). His Word is His
bond. If it’'s in your Bible, you can count on it. {eoa}
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