
Terror  Alert:  Holy  War  in
America’s Bible Belt
It was like any other family vacation for us: rare, restful
and too short. Three generations piled into adjoining condos
that my father had booked; four generations if you count that
my daughter was pregnant and making me a grandmother. We were
all  gathered  to  visit  and  then  go  with  her  to  the  big
ultrasound. The result? Twin boys, now almost 8 years old.

But one afternoon, I decided to lay down and take a nap before
the big family meal. Since I never nap, and since I believe
God speaks through dreams, I decided to take advantage of this
extra sleep cycle and see if He might speak to me in a dream.
I laid down, asked the Lord what He wanted to say, and drifted
off. Surely I would dream about those precious twins. Or maybe
about how the generations of the righteous are blessed. But
that wasn’t at all what God needed to say that day.

I saw an American city destroyed by terrorist bombing. There
was  carnage  in  the  streets,  smoke  everywhere,  and  utter
pandemonium. It looked like a desolate wasteland. I somehow
knew  a  “holy  war”  had  been  incited  by  Middle  Eastern
terrorists, and that the city they’d bombed was my hometown,
Nashville, Tennessee. Not that there wouldn’t be other cities
targeted, but this attack was different.

In the dream, Nashville had been strategically selected by
them because of its religious history. The city is known by
many names, such as “The Buckle of the Bible Belt,” “The
Protestant Vatican,” and “Worship City.”  The Lord showed me
that in deciding to launch a “holy war,” they’d chosen what
their research had shown would surely be America’s “holiest”
city, in terms of the Christian faith.

The bombings were to send a message that terrorism was about
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more than just power, it was about holiness. They murder in
the name of holiness. They commit suicide in the name of
martyrdom. They believe eternal rewards await both.

I awoke and asked the Lord why on earth He would ever allow
this to happen to Nashville. I don’t know about it being
America’s holiest city, but there certainly are more Christian
ministries, industries, colleges, publishers, broadcasters and
universities here than in any other American city, and so from
the outside looking in, a strike against Nashville would be a
blatant strike against Christianity itself. There are even
more churches here per capita than in any other American city.

When I reminded God of all the work accomplished here for Him,
I sensed that He wanted to prevent this holy war but that He
wasn’t getting much help in doing so. Help from His own elect.
Not the politicians and the entertainers but those with direct
Christian influence: His shepherds. But how could that be?

I knew that this blanket statement did not implicate “all
pastors in the city,” but that it represented a psychographic
of  Christian  leaders  who  were  rejecting  the  greatest
ammunition we have against holy war: the Holy Spirit. Not
rejecting Him to woo us toward Jesus, and not rejecting Him to
seal our salvation, but rejecting Him by keeping Him at an
arm’s length and not allowing Him to be fully operational in
more than just creed at our churches and in our personal
lives. Basically, it was as if God was saying that where the
Holy Spirit is not fully welcomed, a holy war cannot be fully
won.

When I awoke, I opened my Bible and it fell open to the book
of Jeremiah. I waited there and prayed. The Holy Spirit led me
to several Jeremiah passages which could be interpreted to
personify what I’d just seen, including chapters 4-6 which
mentions a coming “disaster from the north, even terrible
destruction” (Jer. 4:6), which I felt symbolized (in this
context) bombs coming from the skies, like I’d just seen. It



also mentions “a distant nation against you—an ancient and
enduring nation, a people whose language you do not know”
(Jer. 5:15) and references our sins including having ears and
yet not hearing Him (Jer. 5:21), something that Nashville
intercessors have long warred against in prayer, referring to
it as a “religious spirit” or a “deaf and dumb spirit.”  It
manifests  itself  spiritually  by  preventing  people  from
praying, prophesying, praising, speaking in tongues and just
hearing from God period.

Then in chapters 10 and 12 He reprimands the shepherds. “For
the  shepherds  have  become  unthinking  and  have  not  sought
the Lord. Therefore they have not prospered, and all their
flocks are scattered” (Jer. 10:21). And then, Jeremiah 12:10,
“Many shepherds have destroyed My vineyard; they have trodden
My portion under foot; they have made My pleasant portion a
desolate wilderness.” It was the desolate wasteland I’d seen
in my dream. He then lead me to Jeremiah 13, where the prophet
illustratively used a belt, and God showed me America’s Bible
“belt” and how the enemy had plans to make it unfit for use
(like Jeremiah’s belt became).

Waging holy war on the buckle, Nashville, but targeting the
entire belt to destroy its influence. The Bible Belt is said
to stretch from Florida through Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Alabama, North and South Carolina and into Virginia, and then
southwest  through  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,
Louisiana, Arkansas and Texas. This is the hour for believers
in these 15 states—and their shepherds—to walk fully in the
Holy Spirit so that we might be conduits of revival to the
other 35 states of America. It is why the enemy desires to
make the Bible Belt unfit for use.

After  my  dream  and  my  time  in  the  book  of  Jeremiah,  I
immediately contacted three of my spiritual mentors, James
Goll, Don Finto and Cindy Jacobs, asking them what to do with
this  grave  dream  that  had  totally  highjacked  my  blissful



vacation. The answer was to pray and wait. Then, with the
release of Rick Joyner’s video this September, which described
terrorism finding its way deeply into America and specifically
mentioned “the southeast,” and then with Cindy Jacob’s follow-
up video with her mama’s voice reminding us that if we pray
and partner with God for change we can avoid these disasters
and protect America, I asked the Lord if it was time to
release my 2006 dream and to “blow the trumpet” (Jer. 6:1).

On a Sunday shortly thereafter, I got my answer. While at the
church  we  pastor  in  Nashville—Eastgate  Creative  Christian
Fellowship—a fiery young man named Seth approached me. He
claimed that during worship He’d been taken away in the Spirit
and that he saw bombs going off in Nashville. Later, the Lord
had shown him several Scriptures to give to me, and he handed
me a tiny piece of paper which listed them.

I noticed immediately that it was all Jeremiah passages, and
sure enough, it included the same main Jeremiah 5 passage God
had shown me on that 2006 afternoon when He beckoned with me
to pray for repentance and revival in America’s Bible Belt.

What I saw in my dream was holy terror. Holy war. But I
perceived that through the power of the Holy Spirit, we—the
church—could do what no government or military could do, which
is pray, repent, and rewrite the unfolding future. And as of
late, God has also been showing me that neglecting the Holy
Spirit is the chief cause of the decline in holiness in the
Church, inasmuch as the Holy Spirit’s chief job is to make you
holy since “without holiness, no one will see the Lord!” (Heb.
12:14). But just as I had received news of coming twins the
week I had this horrific dream, so I believe that the Lord
stands poised and ready to pour out a double portion of His
Holy Spirit and holiness to us in this unholy era.

Therefore, we must, as believers in Jesus, welcome the Holy
Spirit in full measure into our lives, families and churches
if  we  want  to  survive—and  abolish—  terrorism  and  its



developing  holy  wars  in  the  earth  today.

“If  My  people,  who  are  called  by  My  name,  will  humble
themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14).
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