Street Preacher Unjustly
Arrested at Pride Rally While
Quoting Bible Verse

Damon Atkins strolled up to Reading, Pennsylvania’s “first
ever” pride rally wielding a sign, a Bible and his faith. Less
than one minute after joining a smattering of other Christians
expressing their views, Atkins found himself getting hauled
off in cuffs and charged with criminal disorderly conduct.

The shocking encounter was captured on video by local resident
Matthew Wear, who said he wasn’t aware of the rally and only
got out of his car in order to “provide encouragement” to the
other Christians in attendance. Wear told CBN News he
“preached for about 10 minutes across the street” when an
officer aggressively approached him, laid his finger on him
and said “if you don’t stop shouting insults across the street
I will arrest you on the spot.” Wear’s immediate reaction to
the officer’s threat was that he "“was a tyrant” and “meant
business.”

A few moments later, Atkins showed up and briefly interacted
with the same officer. He tried to quote 1 Corinthians but was
unable to finish before the arrest was made.

You can watch the disturbing interaction and our interview
with Atkins here:

As Wear panned the camera around, Atkins could be seen down
the street, making his way toward the protest. Wear eerily
predicts the officer will “give them a hard time.” Indeed, the
officer identified by The Lancaster Patriot as Police Sergeant
Bradley T. McClure, immediately approaches Atkins and begins
advising him to “let them have their event” and “respect
them.”
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Atkins can be heard on video arguing it’s public property, to
which Sgt. McClure agrees. Atkins, speaking to CBN News, said
he also told them “I'm not being rude, I'm just here to spread
the gospel of Good News! Jesus Christ saved me and He can save
everyone, including you (the officer).”

The officer responded by saying “I don’t care, I'm gonna stand
here and you’re gonna be quiet.”

Moments later Atkins began to quote from 1 Corinthians 14:33,
which reads “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.”
But he was never able to finish the verse as McClure rushed in
to make the arrest.

You can watch the full raw video, taken by local resident
Matthew Wear, here.

Atkins claims McClure at one point insinuated God is a
derogatory term, warning him not to continue saying such
things to those attending the rally so they could “have their
event.”

As he was being cuffed, pride rally-goers cheered the arrest.
Wear couldn’t help but note the irony on video, that a
Christian trying to read the Bible was being taken away by
police as some individuals dressed as demons were freely
heading to the pride rally.

“I was charged with criminal disorderly conduct with engaged
to fight,” Atkins told CBN News.

For the original article, visit our content partners at
Faithwire. {eoa}
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