
Rick  Joyner:  The  One  Thing
You Absolutely Must Do Before
the Final Judgment
As we continue our study of Revelation with the coming section
that deals with impending judgment and wrath, we must keep in
mind that Jesus said the entire law was summed up in just two
commandments—loving God first above all things and loving one
another. If we truly love God, we will want to please Him and
not do the things that displease Him.

The law says that we must not steal, murder or even envy
others, but if we love others, we will not want to do these
things. Jesus replaced all of the “do nots” of the law with
the simple positive of loving God and one another. Thus, our
goal is not just to keep from sinning, but to do the things
that bless God and His people. The “fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom,” and this helps us when we are immature.
However, there is a higher wisdom that we must grow in as we
mature, and that higher wisdom is love.

Recognizing that God is love does not negate the judgments of
God or His wrath against evil and those who do evil—these are
the things that kill and destroy those He loves. God’s ways
are higher than our ways, and just as His jealousy is not like
our selfish human jealousy, His love is higher than our love.
The wrath and judgments of God are also part of His love—they
come as the destruction of those who destroy.

So as we stand for God’s truth, and against those things that
destroy the people, we do not do so in our wrath, but rather
out  of  a  sincere  desire  to  save.  God  prefers  mercy  over
judgment. Even though there is a time when mercy will not be
received and judgment is inevitable, this is grievous to the
Lord and should be to us as well. Abraham, Moses and many of
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the prophets of God in Scripture interceded with God not to
destroy the people when He was about to do so. This is always
in order, but when He is resolute that it must be done, we are
called to be in unity with Him in all things. As stated, His
wrath against evil and those who do evil are a part of His
love. When the grace and mercy that was extended is rejected,
we must resolve that we will stand with God, not apologizing
for Him or His actions but rather being clear about them. Only
then will there be a hope that others might learn that it is a
terrible thing to test the Lord and side with evil.

Even though we too have fallen short and have received grace
and  mercy,  there  is  a  dividing  line  between  those  who
acknowledge their sin and turn and those who do not. Those who
harden  themselves  against  the  Lord  and  His  mercy  have
condemned themselves. There is a point when all will be in
this “Valley of Decision,” and all will choose their own fate.
It is the great grace and mercy of God that He allows us to
“judge ourselves lest we be judged” (see I Corinthians 11:31).
As we are told in Psalm 32:6,   

“for this cause everyone who is godly will pray to You in a
time when You may be found; surely in the floods of great
waters they will not reach him” (Ps. 32:6).

We cannot wait until the judgments are poured out to repent
and align ourselves with God—it will be too late to find Him
then. We must be resolute in finding Him now, and repent of
anything in our life that would cause His wrath to come. Do
this out of love if you can, but out of fear if you must. It
is doubtful that anyone ever repented perfectly, but let us do
the best that we can and ask for the grace to do better, while
continuing to ask for the grace to repent. {eoa}
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