Reputation Is Not About You

[x] “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery
to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness
of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8, NKJV)

Many people in the world today are fighting fiercely to climb
the ladder of success. A great deal of their energy is focused
and spent on building a reputation in the eyes of others in
order to “make it big.” In the process of their pursuit, they
quickly become addicted to the approval of others.

Jesus did just the opposite—He made Himself of no reputation
(see Philippians 2:7). In other words, He stripped Himself of
all His kingly rights and humbled Himself to become human. The
Creator literally took the form of His creation. Instead of
living His entire life to build a name for Himself, He
endeavored to build a name for His Father. He said, “I am not
in search of honor for Myself. [I do not seek and am not
aiming for My own glory.] There is One Who [looks after that;
He] seeks [My glory], and He is the Judge” (John 8:50 AMP).

Having a good reputation is important; however, the motive-or
driving force—-behind your cause should be weighed. Are you
tempted to make a name for yourself for success, or are you a
person of good reputation because you long to represent your
King well on earth?
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