
Prophetic  Word:  The  Lord
Says,  ‘I  Am  the  Consuming
Fire’
God says that during this season, He is turning up the heat,
finding the gold and bringing His refining fire.

Job makes a powerful statement of faith as he says of the
Lord, “When he has tried me, I shall come out as gold.” God
knew Job’s heart and Job knew the heart of God. Proverbs 17:3
reminds us that the crucible is for silver, the furnace is for
gold and the Lord tests hearts.

I  have  a  pair  of  gold  earrings.  They  are  beautiful  and
lightweight, and because of this, I wear them quite a bit. The
challenge is that I have lost one of the earrings three times.

The  first  time  I  was  in  a  restaurant  with  one  of  my
intercessors. It was in the middle of the mask mandates, and I
figured the earring fell off as I was removing my mask as we
sat down at our table.

So, with our eyes focused on the ground, we searched to no
avail. Giving up on the natural eyes, we went for a walk
around the building and prayed. As we walked back past the
restaurant’s front door, the earring was lying right in front
of the door, on the concrete, in a space we had already
carefully searched. We had to switch our focus and adjust our
eyesight to find the earring.

The second time I knew I had lost the earring at home but had
no idea when or where in the house. After a careful search, it
was still missing in action. I prayed. A week later, as I was
loading clothing into the washing machine, the missing earring
was lying in the bottom of the laundry basket. In the natural,
there was no reason that it should have been at this location.
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The third time, I was sure I lost it at church. I called the
church, and they searched without success. Again, praying to
the Lord, I went through my week. A week later, I was in the
middle  of  making  pizza.  I  had  preheated  the  oven  to  400
degrees and opened the door. I heard something drop. What was
lying in the bottom of my 400-degree oven? You guessed it, the
beautiful, lightweight gold earring that had been missing all
week.

Of course, the following action was to pull the racks, grab
some tongs and rescue the earring from the oven.

We must understand God will meet us in numerous ways in the
seasons of our lives. When you lose something three times, and
each time it is a bit more dramatic with the return, it is
time to ask God some questions. Why? Because He may have
something to teach you about His nature.

We live in a season where a lot of refining is going on. The
refining process is not easy, and fire is painful. However,
this process is necessary if we want to get where God has
called us to go.

As  I  listened  for  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  I  sensed  the
following:

Ears are being spiritually tuned to be able to hear
things drop out of the spiritual realm.
When we hear the “sound of heaven,” we must look with
intentionality so that we do not miss the moment.
There are things we have given up hope on that God is
restoring this season.

When  we  read  about  the  refiner’s  fire  in  Malachi  3,  we
discover that it is from this place of refining that we bring
“offerings of righteousness” to the Lord. These offerings are
pleasing as everything not of the Lord has been burned away.

I  hear  the  Lord  saying,  “There  is  much  that  you  don’t



understand. However, know that the fire does not consume me,
but I am the consuming fire. Listen for the sound in the
spiritual, intentionally look for my movement and partner with
it. I am the one that strengthens you, heals you and sets you
free. You come out smelling like me when you walk through my
fire.”

Ruth Hendrickson is an ordained pastor, itinerant speaker,
ministry trainer and board-certified biblical counselor who
has  extensive  experience  in  the  development,  training  and
oversight  of  emotional  healing  ministry  teams,  recovery
ministries, prophetic ministry, prayer ministries and women’s
ministry.  In  addition,  she  is  a  course  facilitator  for
Patricia King Institute and Charisma courses. She writes for
Elijah List and Charisma and has a podcast titled Real Truth
with Ruth. Through biblically based teachings and practical
applications infused with love and laughter, her goal is to
introduce people not only to the living God who saves but also
to the God who desires an intimate relationship with each one
of us. Her latest book, Everyday Prophetic, will help you find
the prophetic voice that God has given you. Visit her at her
website  at   or  find  her  on  Facebook  and  listen  to
her  podcast  Real  Truth  with  Ruth.


