
Prophetic  Dream:  God’s
Lightning Bolts of Glory
I awoke suddenly out of a vibrant prophetic dream that was
filled with lightning. (Although this happened years ago, I
remember it as if it were yesterday.) One lightning bolt after
another  exploded  before  my  eyes—continual,  splintering,
powerful lightning bolts from heaven to earth.

No people. No words. Just incessant light, action, sound.

When I woke up from this intense, Holy-Spirit-saturated dream,
the whole room still crackled with God’s electric presence. I
lingered in that presence for 20 minutes or so before it
dissipated.

As I lay there musing, What in the world was that about? I saw
“Job 36:32” spelled out in large, illuminated letters that
were two or three feet tall.

I turned on the light and found Job 36:32 in my Bible. I
remember  thinking  dubiously  that  I  rarely  seemed  to  get
anything out of the book of Job, but then I read this: “He
covers His hands with the lightning, and commands it to strike
the mark” (Job 36:32, NASB).

Lightning-fast, I made the connection. Lightning was “striking
the mark,” just as our God-directed intercessory prayers do.

And everything fit together even better when I considered the
huge role that such prayer had been playing in my life at that
time. For starters, the dream occurred while I was staying in
a suburb of Toronto on the last night of a church conference
called “Fire on the Altar,” at which I was teaching about
intercessory prayer.

Prior to that, God had put me through 90 days of prayerful
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seclusion during which I had prayed and or sung in the gift of
tongues for six to 12 hours a day. I had been sequestered in
my  home  for  three  months  straight,  not  doing  any  public
ministry but rather focusing on praying and singing in the
Spirit. By the end of that time, I had grown so accustomed to
praying in the secret place that I did not know whether I
wanted to come out and engage in typical ministry again.

Global Blessing of God’s Presence

Another connection did not become clear until a few weeks
later, when what is now known as the Toronto Blessing began.
The first evidence of that special outpouring of the Holy
Spirit occurred at the end of the very next month following my
dream. I am convinced that what happened in Toronto could not
have happened without the persistent, intercessory prayers of
many, many people around the world, including mine.

Collectively,  I  believe  our  intercession  had  released  the
flashing forth of God’s “glorious lightning” and directed it
to hit specific targets of need. It really happened just as
the  verse  from  Job  says:  “He  covers  His  hands  with  the
lightning, and commands it to strike the mark.”

The verse that follows is also interesting. It responds to
what  has  happened  in  verse  32:  “Its  noise  declares  His
presence” (v. 33, NASB). Prayer creates lightning strikes from
heaven—and  thunder  is  the  corresponding  “sound”  of  that
lightning. Prayer creates a thundering noise that declares
God’s presence. Thus, prayer produces a sound—more than that,
a combination of sounds.

A Place of Meeting

People of prayer often work behind the scenes. While others in
ministry work in plain view, they work in the “back room,” in
secret.

Their  prayerful  intercession  creates  a  place  of  meeting



between God and men and women. During intercession, God lights
upon the person praying and moves them from the natural to the
supernatural.

Empowered by God, the intercessor can cut down enemy forces
and  pick  out  targets  for  God’s  lightning  bolts  of  glory.
Prayers that “strike the mark” are prayers authorized by the
Holy Spirit and endowed with divine power to accomplish His
will on earth as they are in heaven.

In other words, intercession is our invitation to call forth
the glory that is on God’s hands in heaven and invite it to
invade our space on earth.

It is a high privilege to pray prayers that strike the mark.
You and I have the great honor of being called to “paint
targets” on our cities, on our churches and ministries, on our
family members, on the modern-day Sauls in our lives (our
persecutors) and even on ourselves. In prayer, we may target
the United States government (or your nation), the state of
Tennessee (or your state), the city of Los Angeles (or your
city), particular missionary and relief organizations, people
we hear about in the news, people in authority and much more.

Spirit-Led and Spirit-Empowered Prayer

I keep using the word target, both as a noun and as a verb,
because it is part of the definition of the Hebrew root word
paga, which English-speakers often translate as “intercede.”

Paga generally indicates “to meet,” but its shades of meaning
include  “to  light  upon  by  chance,”  “to  fall  upon,”  “to
attack,” “to strike down” and “to cut down”—as well as “to
strike  the  mark.”  The  word  paga  does  not  relate  only  to
prayer, but the various nuances of its meaning can help us
understand the dimensions of intercessory prayer.

The  meaning  of  paga  is  very  similar  to  the  English  word
intercede,  which  comes  from  the  Latin  and  means  “to  go



between”  (inter:  between;  cedere:  to  go),  to  act  between
parties  with  a  view  to  reconciling  those  who  differ  or
contend, to plead in favor of another, to interpose, to get
involved in solving a problem, to step into the gap when
needed, to meet with or to mediate.

In a real way, you could call intercession “Spirit-Led and
Spirit-Empowered Prayer,” because it brings together extreme
needs  with  the  extraordinary  presence  and  power  of
God—bridging those two extremes. By inserting ourselves into
the gap between God and a need, we help to bring about a work
of grace, calling upon the Holy Spirit, our Helper, who is
standing by ready to move us from finite ability to infinite
ability,  enabling  us  to  take  hold  of  situations  and  help
accomplish the will of God.

There is an aspect of this form of intercession into which we,
as the body of Christ, can enter. Paul writes about filling up
in  his  flesh  what  is  still  lacking  regarding  Christ’s
afflictions “for the sake of His body, which is the church”
(Col. 1:24.)

According  to  these  ways  of  understanding  paga,  or
intercession, praying believers present targets so that the
Holy Spirit can take a measure of heaven’s glory and send it
forth to strike the mark. What an invitation to pray prayers
that strike the mark!

You Are Qualified

You are invited to draw God’s attention to specific places
where  He  can  intervene.  On  the  cross,  Jesus  already
accomplished the ultimate answer to all our prayers, but God
awaits our specific invitation to come into each scene.

You may say, “I am not qualified for this. I am not an apostle
… I am not a prophet … I don’t think I’m even very sharp.” But
God says, “You are qualified.” If you are a believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ, He has given you both authority and power



over the power of the enemy. He is waiting for you to follow
Him as He uses your Spirit-breathed prayers to gain victory
over the foe and bring blessings to His people!

Get ready! I declare prophetically that the greatest global
prayer storm is just about to crest and crash in upon the
shores of the body of Christ. It is time to volunteer freely
all  over  again!  Remember,  every  prayer  counts  and  every
sacrifice matters! And you get to be a part of releasing the
move of God’s lighting bolts of glory! {eoa}

For the original article, visit .

Dr. James W. Goll is the founder of God Encounters Ministries.
He is an international bestselling author, a certified Life
Language Coach, an adviser to leaders and ministries and a
recording  artist.  James  has  traveled  around  the  world
ministering in more than 50 nations sharing the love of Jesus,
imparting the power of intercession, prophetic ministry and
life in the Spirit. He has recorded numerous classes with
corresponding curriculum kits and is the author of more than
50 books, including The Seer, The Prophet, The Discerner, The
Lost Art of Intercession and Praying with God’s Heart. James
is also the founder of GOLL Ideation LLC, where creativity,
consulting and leadership training come together. James was
married to Michal Ann for 32 years before her graduation to
heaven in the fall of 2008.

Read articles like this one and other Spirit-led content in
our new platform, CHARISMA PLUS.


