Pentecostals Forge Ahead as
Leaders in Church Growth

While numerous church denominations across the Western world
experience a decline in membership, Pentecostal churches stand
out as a vibrant and growing segment of Christianity. In the
face of this decline, Pentecostals have defied the trend and
continued to flourish.

Three key factors contribute to their remarkable growth and
influence.

Pentecostal Churches Thrive Through their Deeply Personal and
Passionate Faith

Pentecostals possess a fervent and personal faith that sets
them apart. Unlike many believers who may display nominal
commitment, Pentecostals actively engage in congregational
life.

Researcher Ryan Burge notes that the Assemblies of God, the
largest Pentecostal denomination, consistently demonstrates
robust church participation. The experience of Spirit baptism,
a core tenet of Pentecostalism, fuels a vibrant faith and
fosters a deeper personal connection with God.

Stagnation is incompatible with the Spirit-filled experience,
and thus Pentecostals tend to be more actively involved in
their churches. This passionate faith not only strengthens
individual believers but also contributes to the overall
growth and vitality of Pentecostal congregations.

Pentecostals Lead the Way in Missional Commitment and Gospel
Proclamation

Pentecostals possess an inherent drive for evangelism and a
strong missional outlook.
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Their encounters with the Holy Spirit ignite a deep desire to
share the transformative power of the Gospel with others.
Pentecostal evangelism goes beyond mere proclamation of the
good news; it incorporates a demonstration of the Spirit’s
power.

This approach, often referred to as “power evangelism,”
reflects the belief that others should have the opportunity to
experience the movement of the Spirit. Pentecostals actively
engage in sharing the gospel, both within their 1local
communities and on a global scale.

The AG, for instance, has a remarkable track record of church
planting and multiplication. Their commitment to establishing
Spirit-filled congregations, even in locations with existing
churches, has propelled their growth and influence.

Grassroots Expansion Propels Pentecostalism’s Remarkable
Growth and Influence

Pentecostal growth is characterized by its grassroots nature.
It is a movement that is spread from the bottom-up, driven by
the belief that the Holy Spirit has been poured out on all
believers. Pentecostalism transcends denominational boundaries
and encompasses various charismatic expressions visible in
most of the mainline denominations from Episcopal to
Presbyterian.

This broad reach makes it challenging to accurately define and
count Pentecostals and charismatics. The movement extends
beyond Pentecostal and charismatic denominations, also finding
a place within segments of the Roman Catholic Church through
the Catholic charismatic renewal. This bottom-up expansion
resonates strongly with young people and diverse populations,
particularly in Latin America, Africa and Asia. The belief 1in
the availability of the Holy Spirit’s power and an inclusive
view of who can experience it have fueled Pentecostal growth
worldwide.



These three key factors contribute to the growth and vibrancy
of Pentecostalism, making it a significant and influential
movement within Christianity. As they remain committed to
their core beliefs and values, Pentecostal churches offer a
dynamic and engaging spiritual experience for believers
seeking a transformative encounter with God.
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