Megachurch Pastor Preaches
Forgiveness to Country
Suffering Genocide

“You have the obligation to model the cross of Jesus Christ
and teach forgiveness, even for those who have killed your
loved ones and would kill you.”

Pastor Carter Conlon of Times Square Church tells this to
several thousand Hutu and Tutsi pastors at a gathering in
Burundi. In his book It’s Time to Pray, Conlon describes how
God dismantled a barrier and allowed several pastors from
Burundi and Rwanda to come forward for an altar call.

One of the pastors began to wail. All Conlon could think was,
“This must be the sound of a person coming home to find his or
her family murdered.”

The message he preached at a subsequent rally was about
forgiveness. Notably, forgiveness of one’s enemies. For the
Burundi people that were present, the pain of the genocide
still hung in the air. Yet Conlon was assured to speak truth
into their situation.

“‘The Bible says if any man says, ‘I love God,” yet hates his
brother, he is a liar.’ I took that message to a nation where
the wounds of genocide were still open and seeping,” Conlon
says.

However, his faith and strength of conviction did not come
from himself. In fact, his first night in Burundi was spent
pacing the rooftop of the compound where they were camped.
Conlon felt overcome by dread as he feared there would be
another uprising. Earlier that night, he heard screaming and
an explosion. As he paced back and forth, he kept having to
remind himself over and over again what God had sent him to
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do. Through this, he regained confidence.

Before Conlon was called to speak truth to the thousands, he
was a 24-year-old cop in Ottawa who believed he had no use for
religion. He knew a Christian police officer who would speak
to him about faith and salvation. But Conlon didn’t pay much
attention to what he said. Until the cop shared 2 Corinthians
5:17:

“Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature. 0ld
things have passed away. Look, all things have become new” (2
Cor. 5:17).

Conlon recalls the cop telling him, “Carter, if you will
consider giving your life to Christ, He will change you from
the inside-out. The old things in your life-the old struggles,
the old trials, the character traits inside of you that you
can’'t change, the fears, the frustrations, the prison doors
that you can’t open .. God will do that for you.”

Conlon gave his life to the Lord and, although he had stage
fright and no public speaking skills, he prayed:

“Lord Jesus, I want to win 100,000 people to You before I
die.”

Twenty-five years later, in a field outside Jos, Nigeria, God
answered his prayer. But that was only the beginning. Conlon
carried his message of Jesus’'s life-renewing power across the
globe.

In Burundi, he told the crowd about a group of people who also
lived in a society looking for vengeance. Only this was 2,000
years ago, shortly after Jesus was crucified and raised from
the dead.

“Everywhere they walked, people were talking about violence
and vengeance. But, they had begun following the one who had
told them they must forgive to know His power,” Conlon says.



That day, Christ’s message about letting go and forgiving
others spanned centuries and resonated with the Burundi
people. Conlon predicted that they would be in unity; that men
and women of different tribes would embrace and love each
other again. All by the power of the Holy Spirit.

“If we are willing to open our hearts and let Jesus Christ
come in; if we receive Him as our Savior; if we are willing to
agree with God to turn us from old things to His truth; we
must also ask God to fill our hearts. And we need to simply
believe God—to have faith!” Conlon says. {eoa}
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