Mantle Grabbing: The Latest
Charismania Trend?

There 1s something gaining more attention in some circles of
the charismatic world called “grave sucking,” “grave soaking”
or “mantle grabbing.”

Evidently, this refers to the practice of a believer going to
the grave of a departed saint they revere (for example,
Charles Finney or Kathryn Kuhlman) and lay on top of it and/or
kneel in front of it so they can receive an impartation of the
anointing (or mantle) of the departed saint.

Also, regarding the possible connection between a
manifestation of God at the grave of a departed saint, there
is a story in 2 Kings 13:20-22 in which a person came back to
life after he was inadvertently thrown into the grave of
Elisha the prophet and happened to touch his bones!

While I am sure there are many well-intentioned and even some
effective ministers who practice “grave sucking,” I have
serious concerns regarding it.

Before I list these concerns I want to say up front that I
appreciate the fact that there is now more and more respect
for church history. Furthermore, Hebrews 12:1-2 teaches us
that the present day church is surrounded by a cloud of
witnesses; this refers to the saints who have passed on to
glory before us. This means that the church of the past is
connected to the present and future church and that the First
Testament saints are part of the New Testament church!

To be fair, I think any time we come face to face with a
significant historical artifact, it can have a profound effect
on us because the reality of the biblical or historical story
becomes more real. This is why we visit museums; this is why
many people are greatly affected when they visit one of the
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death camps of the Nazi Jewish Holocaust and why many
Christians go to Israel and are blessed. It is an amazing
experience to see firsthand the land of the Bible and to
physically see the places where the saints of old walked with
God.

I am sure that if I visited the grave of one of my heroes like
Finney, Calvin or Luther, I would be greatly blessed. Not
because their anointing is still in the grave but because the
physical marker (their graves) may aid me in believing and
remembering their lives and legacies, which could open me up
by faith to go to another level with God. If that is all these
so called “grave suckers” are doing then I am fine with it.

However, this is not the impression I am getting from what I
have heard. Stay tuned for Part II: 7 Biblical Arguments
Against ‘Grave Soaking’
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