Is Your Heart Open Toward
God?

x] Is the door of your heart open toward God? Can the Spirit

of Jesus Christ come in and speak with you? Are you
defenseless to His voice? Can you sense both His pleasure and
His displeasure? For us to become sensitive to divine
realities, we must live with the door of our hearts open. It
is impossible to do the will of God otherwise.

King Hezekiah commanded the priests to carry the uncleanness
out from the holy place. The call to clean the holy place was
not an option; it was a command. “So the priests went in to
the inner part of the house of the Lord to cleanse it, and
every unclean thing which they found in the temple of the Lord
they brought out to the court of the house of the Lord” (2
Chr. 29:16, NASB).

When the priests entered the holy place, they entered alone;
the rest of Israel was in the outer court and beyond. Here,
privately before God, they were to remove those things that
were defiling this sacred place. No one else had seen these
desecrations. They could have remained in secret, and none
except the priests would have known; but they did not. They
brought out the unclean things. What was unholy was exposed
publicly and removed.

From where did these abominations arise? Predominantly they
were the sins of their forefathers—the traditions and offenses
handed down to them from the wicked generation who preceded
them. The careless approach to holiness, the unbelief toward
the promises of God, and the idolatry and worship of man-made
things were the products of a generation turned from God. They
gave to their children, as a legacy, a society oppressed by
sin and the devil.
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In the new covenant temple, the church, it is our private,
inner lives that need this deep cleansing. We have inherited
traditions that justify and reinforce darkness of soul within
us. Most Christians have little hope that purity of heart is
even attainable. The revival that will turn a nation begins in
the trembling unveiling of our hearts, in the removal of what
is defiled and hidden within us.

I will tell you a mystery. It is in this very place, this
chamber of our deepest secrets, that the door to eternity is
found. If the Father is near enough to “see in secret” He 1is
close enough to be seen in secret as well. If He has entered
us, we can, in truth, enter Him. The key to entering the
presence of God is intimacy, and intimacy is secrets shared.
To ascend the hill of the Lord, to stand in the holy place, we
must have clean hands and a pure heart; we cannot lift up our
souls toward falsehood (see Ps. 24:3-4). At this door of
eternity we must renounce those things hidden because of shame
and, in humility of soul, receive Christ’s cleansing word.

Our goal is not merely to be “good” but to see God and, in
seeing Him, to do what He does. However, John tells us that he
who seeks to “see Him just as He is .. purifies himself, just
as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3, NKJV). We can be assured that
each step deeper into the Lord’s presence will reveal areas in
our hearts that need to be cleansed. Do not be afraid. When
the Spirit shows you areas of sin, it is not to condemn you
but to cleanse you.

Let me give you an example. My wife set herself apart to seek
the Lord. Her cry during this time was, “Lord, I want to see
You.” As she sought the Lord, however, He began to show her
certain areas of her heart where she had fallen short. She
prayed, “Lord, this is not what I asked for; I asked to see
You, not me.” The Holy Spirit comforted her, saying, “Only the
pure in heart can see God.”

In the same way, the Lord desires His church to see Him as



well. Thus, He 1is exposing the areas in us that are unclean.
If we will walk as Jesus walked, we must remember that Christ
did only the things He saw the Father do (see John 5:19). Out
of the purity of His heart He beheld God and then revealed His
glory.

This cleansing must become a way of life, but it does not have
to take a lifetime. For Hezekiah and the people with him, it
occurred in a matter of eight days.

Our prayer should be to bring all the defilement of our flesh
and spirit out of the secret chambers of our hearts and give
them over to the Lord so that our hearts would be purged.

“0 God, thoroughly cleanse my heart; purify me quickly! In
Jesus’ name.”
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copyright 2009, published by Charisma House. In this book the
author calls us back to oneness with Christ, and through Him
oneness with other Christians. With the character and power of
Christ in our midst, the church can again bring transformation
to our communities, our nation and our world. To order a copy
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