Is There Any Hope and
Security 1in This Chaotic
World?

One of my most poignant memories of my late father is of him
seated at his desk with his Bible open, studying. My dad
wasn’t a highly educated man, but he was devoted to Jesus
Christ and had an insatiable hunger for biblical knowledge.

I remember watching him many times as he pored over passages
and prayed for understanding. Years later, I had the privilege
of getting a seminary education, and one day during a class
lecture, I thought of him.

Surrounded by my fellow graduate students in a stately lecture
hall, my eyes began to water. I was imagining how much my
father would have loved being in this class.

He never made it to seminary, but because he held out before
me the example of someone who “trembled” at God’'s Word,
studying it became my own desire. I observed what he did, and
I sought to emulate him.

My behavior was not unusual. Children who are nurtured and
trained in the safety of their parents’ love seek to embrace
the parents’ qualities throughout their lives.

Not every one of us has the experience of love and protection
in an earthly sense. But in a spiritual sense, we can all
attest to having that experience with our heavenly parent-God,
the Father.

We are commanded to imitate Him: “Therefore be imitators of
God as beloved children” (Eph. 5:1). As His beloved children,
we should resemble Him and act like Him.

There’s a good reason for this. Our nation and the world are
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longing to see the reality of God in the lives of His people.

The apostle Paul wrote, “The eager expectation of the creation
waits for the appearance of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:19).
There are many for whom a demonstration of the reality of the
One we worship is long overdue.

If only they could see Him reflected in His church! If only
our brokenness didn’t cause us to reflect so poorly on our
precious Lord!

What is the creation waiting to see? I believe above all
things, the unsaved desire to see the reality of Christ’s
sacrificial love.

Sadly, it seems harder for us to exhibit unconditional love
toward those in the family of God than to those on the
outside. We hear too many stories about brothers and sisters
who are wounded by other members of the body of Christ.

This kind of behavior isn’t lost on those who are looking for
God. The unbeliever may not have any great knowledge of who
(or what) God is, but he or she is quite adept at identifying
who (or what) He is not. I believe the biggest beef
unbelievers have with us is our lack of real, sacrificial love
for one another.

We simply must love one another more. Now is a moment when
hearts are being taken captive to fear. Men and women are
desperate to know if there is any hope-any security out there.

Let’'s tell them, “Yes, there is hope, peace, protection!”
Better yet, let’s show them the evidence of the hope we have:
Let’s show them how we love one another.

Prayer Power for the Week of June 15, 2015

This week spend time in your prayer closet enjoying the
presence of God, loving and receiving His love 1in spiritual
devotion. Ask Him to make you a conduit of that love and show



you ways to express it to others—both in word and action.
Thank Him for giving you the grace to make amends where needed
and heal broken relationships caused by pride,
misunderstanding and self-absorption. Ask Him for
opportunities to express His sacrificial love. Remember to
pray for those persecuted for Christ’s sake, our military
personnel, the peace of Jerusalem and those whom God has
placed in authority over us. (Rom. 8:19; Eph. 5:1; 1 John
3:18).



