Intimacy Revealed

Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me
has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show him to
you?"”

John 14:9

Knowing God personally is the greatest satisfaction a human
can have while living on earth. What a privilege to be able to
talk and spend time with the one who created us! And yet there
are times in our lives when we don’t strive to be truly
satisfied in the Lord. Leaders always have to be on guard
against callousness when it comes to their personal faith in
Jesus. Head knowledge, education, and work experience do not
equal intimacy. Instead, intimacy involves a meaningful
friendship with Jesus where deep secrets, struggles, and
successes are shared. What results is an extension of his life
in their thoughts, attitudes, and actions.

But what if our hearts are calloused and hardened, wrapped in
protection much like an artichoke? We first must realize that
we cannot, in our own power, fix the problem. Secondly, we
have to be willing to discard our pride and re-surrender our
lives to the Lord. Only he can peel away our layers of
protection so we can be changed for his glory. He knows our
hearts even when it’s hiding behind the artichoke leaves.

The twelve disciples had life experiences unlike any of us
will ever have. They were able to spend time daily with Jesus,
walking, talking, and watching him perform countless miracles.
Even with their proximity to the Lord, they still didn’t
understand who he was. Jesus’ question to Philip in John 14:9
is one that he asks his followers today. Just replace Philip’s
name with yours. At the same time, Jesus says to us, “Come and
know me. Really know who I am.” It’'’s a call of hope, of rest,
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of excitement that cannot be easily forgotten.

Not now. Not ever. Can you hear that call to intimacy with
Jesus today?



