How Nehemiah Held the Keys to
Our Response to Evil and Fear
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Did you know that in Nehemiah’s day he faced rumors and lies
that were made up by government officials to discredit him?
His enemies tried to terrorize him and the Jewish people who
were rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem in order to make them
stop their work.

Their enemies very deliberately spread falsehood and
misinformation to cause fear and panic. I believe there are
lessons for us to learn from the book of Nehemiah to help us
respond to the evil and fear that is plaguing our nation.
Nehemiah is a powerful example of godly leadership to guide us
today.

When Nehemiah heard that the wall of Jerusalem was broken down
and the gates destroyed by fire, his first response was to
weep and cry out to God with prayer and fasting. You can read
Nehemiah’'s prayer in Nehemiah 1:4-11. Nehemiah sought God for
His plans, and when he went to King Artaxerxes, he found favor
and the king sent him to the city of his fathers to rebuild
the walls and gates.

Now, Nehemiah was smart, and when he arrived in Jerusalem he
told no one what he was there to do. A few men went with him
at night, in secret, to inspect the damage and analyze what
needed to be done to the walls. Often as intercessors, the
most important part of our job is done in hiddenness, and only
God sees. We go before the Lord in our secret places and seek
Him.

The local authorities, Sanballat (meaning bramble-bush; enemy
in secret) and Tobiah (who was related to the Jews by
marriage) and Geshem (known as the Arab) were very much
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opposed to Nehemiah’s plans. They tried four times to lure him
away to meetings, but Nehemiah was wise enough to know they
meant to stall the work he was doing and he refused to go. We
must not allow the enemy to distract us from what we know the
Lord has called us to do.

“Then Sanballat sent his servant to me as before, the fifth
time, with an open letter in his hand. In it was written: ‘It
is reported among the nations, and Geshem says, that you and
the Jews plan to rebel; therefore, according to these rumors,
you are rebuilding the wall, that you may be their king. And
you have also appointed prophets to proclaim concerning you at
Jerusalem, saying, “There is a king in Judah!” Now these
matters will be reported to the king. So come, therefore, and
let us consult together.’” (Neh. 6:5-7; NKJV)

An open letter was written for public knowledge and could even
be referred to in a tribunal. This was no small thing to put
their rumors in writing and to accuse the prophets of the day
of speaking what was illegal and rebellious against the
government of Rome. I think of documents of authority in our
nation right now that accuse God’'s people and leaders of all
manner of unrighteousness. Ask for wisdom and discernment like
Nehemiah in order to know the enemy’s traps.

Nehemiah’s response in Nehemiah 6:8 was, “To confront these
lies head on; ‘No such things as you say are being done, but
you invent them in your own heart.’” Nehemiah was bold and
chose to face his enemies.

“For they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, ‘Their
hands will be weakened in the work, and it will not be done.’”
(Nehemiah 6:9a; WBT) Government leaders were making false
accusations against the Jews and spreading lies to make them
all afraid! We must understand that there are people with
ungodly agendas who are deliberately sowing 1lies and
falsehoods for the purpose of making us afraid so we would be
discouraged and quit!



So Nehemiah prayed in Nehemiah 6:9b (WBT), “Now therefore, O
God, strengthen my hands.” Now, why would he pray for his
hands to be strengthened? My mind immediately goes to Psalm
144:1 (NKJV), which says, “Blessed be the Lord, my Rock, who
trains my hands for war.” We have to be willing to allow the
Lord to train us in ways of warfare and give us the strength
to fight! Keep fighting no matter what the enemy taunts you
with! God releases new revelation and authority as we seek Him
so we are better able to fight our enemies! Remember Satan is
the father of all lies!

Are you hearing talk of shortages, power outages, rising
interest rates, inflation off the charts, energy crises,
higher taxes and fewer jobs? What about the terror children
and parents are facing in our schools? Hate crimes are
increasing. Violence and murder are in our streets. Some say
our police are out of control and that we have become a
weaponized America. Who in our government stands for truth?
The authorities in Nehemiah’s day brought an open letter of
accusations. They put ink to paper to perpetuate their lies.
We see this happening today.

In summary, our response to evil and fear should be:

1. Cry out to God with prayer and fasting. Weep over the
condition of our nation.

2. Go before the Lord in your secret place and seek Him.

3. Do not allow the enemy to distract us from what we know
the Lord has called us to do.

4. Ask for wisdom and discernment in order to see the
enemy’s traps.

5. We must face our enemies with boldness.

6. We need to understand there are people with ungodly
agendas who are deliberately sowing lies and falsehoods
for the purpose of making us afraid so we will quit.

7. Ask the Lord to train us in ways of warfare and give us
the strength to fight.

8. We need to live our lives to be above reproach.



9. Be aware that the enemy wants us to be so fearful that
we hide.

10. Know there are false prophets among us and even our
friends may not give us good advice.

11. The enemy is eager to trip us up in an untruth and
discredit us so we are of little use to our cause.

12. Our trust in God protects us above all else. We are not
to live in fear.

13. Remember to stand for righteousness even when we are
afraid, even when no one is looking. Our God in heaven
does notice, and He is FOR us!
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