Healing and Renewal: A Plan
for Rebuilding the Church

In the aftermath of numerous scandals and moral failures in
the modern church, author and speaker Natalie Runion believes
it's time for Christians to rebuild from the rubble. Speaking
with Charisma Media, Runion dives into the heart of her latest
book, “The House That Jesus Built,” which serves as a guide
for restoring the foundations of a fractured church.
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Runion, who previously authored “Raised to Stay,” addresses
the deconstruction movement—-a growing trend where believers
dismantle aspects of their faith due to spiritual abuse,
disillusionment and disappointment with church leadership. For
Runion, deconstruction is not inherently negative. “We have
this huge task as a generation to rebuild,” she says, “and
thankfully we have a blueprint for that in the word of God.”
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Drawing on the story of “The Three Little Pigs,” Runion uses
the nursery rhyme as a metaphor for the church’s current
state. She likens the pigs who built hastily with weak
materials to modern church leaders who, in some cases, have
rushed to build on shaky foundations. “Now we’re seeing the
enemy come in and huff and puff and blow our churches down
through moral failures, sheep that are being abused-all the
things that led us to this deconstruction,” she explains.

Runion is quick to clarify that while many have turned away
from the church due to spiritual abuse or celebrity culture,
there is hope for renewal. Reflecting on feedback from her
online community, Runion highlights the need to confront these
foundational issues. “A lot of it came down to being severely
disappointed and hurt by people who should know better and are
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behaving badly,” she says, adding that financial misconduct
and the rise of a consumer mindset in the church have also
contributed to its decline.



