Hard Proof That the Bible Is
Trustworthy

“It 1is written” (Matt. 4:4b).

The quantity of New Testament manuscripts is unparalleled in
ancient literature. There are about 5,800 Greek manuscripts
and about 15,000 manuscripts in other languages.

This chart illustrates both the number of transmitted
manuscripts we possess of Scripture and their proximity in
date to the autographs are unparalleled when compared to other
ancient documents.

As the scholar who did the research for this chart put it:

Although there has been an increase in the number of non-NT
[New Testament] ancient manuscripts, nothing has changed
regarding the applicability of the bibliographical test. Even
Homer’s Iliad, which has seen the greatest manuscript
increase, 1is still dwarfed by the NT, which has more than
three times the Greek manuscripts as the Iliad. When one adds
the 15,000 manuscripts in other languages, and then considers
that almost the entire NT could be reproduced by the
quotations of the early church fathers, one must maintain
that, despite the increase of non-NT ancient manuscripts, the
NT remains in a class by itself: it is by far the most
attested ancient work.

Put simply, if someone seeks to eliminate the trustworthiness
of the New Testament, then to be consistent, they would also
have to dismiss virtually the entire canon of Western
literature and pull everything from Homer to Plato to
Aristotle off of bookstore shelves and out of classroom
discussions. The transmission process of Scripture is without
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peer.

Do you trust that the Bible has been accurately copied so that
what we read today is in fact accurate? Why? Why not? {eoa}
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