Food for Thought

“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord.
“And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For
just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your
thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8-9
At once. Now. Immediately. Deadlines.

These are words that come to mind regarding the fast-paced
lifestyle many of us find ourselves in. We expect our
newspaper to be on the front porch when we wake up. We expect
traffic signals to turn green the instant we approach them. We
expect a bag of popcorn to explode into light, fluffy goodness
in exactly three-and-a-half minutes. But what happens when our
desires don’t materialize in what we consider to be a timely
fashion? We may experience frustration, grumpiness, possibly
even anger.

As one of the fruits of the Spirit, patience 1is a character
trait God desires to produce in us (see Galatians 5:22-23).
Yet the only way to really learn what it means to be patient
is to experience it firsthand. Patience is an oh-so-gradually
unveiled gift.

Noah lived in a time when lawlessness and sin were the rule,
not the exception. Imagine his reaction when God told him
about his plan to destroy humanity! Picture Noah’s reaction
when God told him to build a boat, giving him specific
dimensions and directions! Imagine having to wait 120 years to
see 1t happen! I wonder if Noah ever said to himself, “Okay
Lord, things are getting worse instead of better. Aren’t you
going to execute your plan? After all, it’'s already been
fifteen years!” Thankfully, Noah learned the lesson of
patience, trusted God’'s timing, and was spared from the flood
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as a result.

Our response when something doesn’t happen on schedule speaks
to how well we have learned to be patient. Maybe God has
something better just around the corner. He will let you know
when he’s ready-or perhaps when you’re ready. That’'s something
to consider the next time you throw a bag of popcorn in the
microwave.



