{ Day 198 }

But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the
Lord will return. They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. —-Isaiah
35:9-10

God is the God of gladness, a happy God of infinite joy. In
the billions of years that we will relate to Him, His anger
will only be for a brief moment, and the other percent of our
experience and relationship with Him will be based on the
gladness of His heart toward us. He 1s a God of happy
holiness, without any contradiction between those words. His
holiness flows from abundant joy that cannot be imagined. This
does not deny His anger with rebellion. He is fierce to remove
what hinders the love between you and Him. But in the life of
a sincere believer, there is an important distinction between
rebellion and immaturity. They are entirely different things.
God hates rebellion, but He sees immaturity as something other
than outright sin. He 1s smart enough to separate the
individual from the sin. He can enjoy us and still disapprove
of things we do or believe, like a parent who disciplines and
enjoys a child from one moment to the next.

{ PRAYER STARTER }

Father, I want to experience the happy, abundant joy that will
permeate eternity. Reveal Your exuberant Father heart to me,
Your child. Raise me up to share Your eternal joy.

The God of affection-this is the foundational
truth that you experience in your intimacy
with Jesus.
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