Billy Graham: Still Making an
Impact at 95

Billy Graham, one of the most well-known and beloved
evangelists in American history, turned 95 Thursday. And while
he has not actively preached messages to mass audiences since
2009, Graham continues to make a major impact on American
culture. The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association recently
launched one of its boldest campaigns ever, My Hope With Billy
Graham, to bring the gospel to lost souls of this country in
chaotic and perilous times.

Below is an interview Graham did in 1952 with Robert Walker,
then the editor of Christian Life magazine, about the
presidential election of that year featuring Dwight D.
Eisenhower and Adlai Stevenson. At the time, the election was
said to be one of the most crucial in American history
concerning the future of the country.
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the ultimute fute of our nation, bog als
the fate of the entire democeatie world
as we know it teday. | have becn in
Furope seven times since the war, Om
those visits I have 1alked with milicary
men, sttesmen, and religious leaders.
Their convictions axe  probably  hest
summed up by the Britsh  historian
Aemeld |, Tovabee when he says, "The
futare of the wordd rests woth e
United States”

Question: Is there any smgle Feewor
in connection with the coming elestion
which you helicve will affect our na-
tion—and henee the wacld—more than
any other?

Angwer: Yes It is che doft towand
the secialistic or materialistie solutlan [or
problems. For instance, in my travels
shroned T have discovered that Amezicans
are not as popular as they vsed wo be
Mor am I alone in my obscrvetion, |
lave talked with others wha have tre-
veled even more widely than I They
agree, too, that ont clfort o oy Friend-
ships 2ll over the world with dollar Lills
is having a rowverse edfect.

This is enly lagical. In our foceign
IID]iE}' e have +'|'|r|-;|.lrl=|:| that men are
spiritunl  amd meacal ercatures. . Hence,
when wre make a materialistic appocach,
we  get cnly 3 matedalistic  answer.
About the only thanks we gor fox such

I

erg B8 oa preat spivitual vacoom alroad that we are doing nothing to GILY

help is 8 roques for more, Unless we
change this palicy, we will not anly lase
[aith in our own sense of values, bue
drag the whole world down with us

Cuestion: What do yea think shenld
be done?

Anseery Instend of sending only ma-
terial aid to Farelgn countries, we sheould
seml sparitual help as well, Thepe is a0

eat spicitual vacumn abroad that we are

ccboing nothing o Gl Mo meney oue of

the billions we sre giving away 35 being
allocated to meet the spiritual peeds of
Eutope, Lake Grear Britnin as o case Ly
point.  This has been o countey of
church going peaple,  Toduy, however,
anly cight per cent of the British people
are identified with any chuseh, Less
than five per cent artend chusch,

Britain todny s hozeed down in &
xpirh:u.:l] ||nj:|rc:mi.ﬂ||. mup]ed with am
ecnnamic presadre, Inomy opinion, this
cam very well lead o Mandst sooialism,
which & only a hairline from commu-
nism, unless sowething is done immedi-
ately. Here, as elsewheore, we must help
alleviate the economic sitmstion or face
the consequences of advencing conunu-
nism, But unless we couple this phys-
izal aid with spititual help, the economie
nssistance will be i vain.

After all, we must reeneber that man
does not Jive by bread alane. He must

Live the conscionsness of an abiding
heavenly Father Whe loves and cares
[or him in orcder to be wiell balanced
anough to [ace the problem of secessiul
living in our world wday,

Cheestion: You have mentioned (zcat
Britaln as one spot needing spiritual hielp.
Can you pm paint for us a o of the
most fmportant wreas spidtually—oe the
spats which ywou helisve 1o be the most
significant for the spread of the Cospel
Lodayr

J}IW-‘ Tirst is Americn.  Ametica
is the last bastion of Christinity, TF
Amerien Fails, the Chrisien civilization
will be in an eclipse, Second is Great
Dritwin.  Third i Germany, for Cer-
many it the key to the cotinent of
Farrope. Bight now Crermany is '[m)ﬂl-'ll}
ing ong hundred snd vwentyr fve  per
cent ahove her prewar lovelthat s,
Westein Gesmany, Andd Chrizston lead-
erg with whem 1 lave tallked in both
Cireat Beitaln and on the comtinent el
me there are evidences of & turming: to
kst in Westexn Cermamy that they
do net see even in Crest Britain. We
must capitalize vpon this npportinity
immediarely, The foarth mes. inpertant
spat for ws, T believe, is Japan, This i
an apgressive hanl-wodking natiom, our
[Frontier agninst communism on the west.
Mlissiomaries  woeking these still report
great tesults 1o the preaching of the
Caspel: As 1 see ity these four nations
comtrol the democratic world, As Chris-
thans we st do cverything we cm W
pray and ask Cod to snd o spiioal
awakening and revival to them.

Queestion: What, in your oplnien, is
the geatest nesd of the evangelical
chnrch writhin these counties now?

Awmswer: 1 think the desperate need
in Farape at the mament is for Bible in-
stitutes. Cloarly that is the need in
Great Britain, Cheistian leaders there tell
me they lave no young peopls trained
po mintster the Cozpel, One evangelist,
For instance, told me that he has to do
his ewen publicity and sdvance worl, lead
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ible institutes are mecded in B

urope.”
LR E W, ¥ J
Fi™y.

CHRIETIAM LIFL



