Believe in the Real Gospel,
Not a Stripped-Down Version,
Says Michael Youssef

Have you ever wondered why nonbelievers display such an
intense hatred for Jesus and His followers? What is it about
our faith in God’s infallible Word that triggers such
hostility among the unsaved? The answer may be simpler than
you think.

The gospel tells us that we are lost in our sin, and there 1is
no way we can save ourselves through good works. Salvation 1is
by grace through faith, not of works (Eph. 1:8-9). The moment
we recognize the awfulness of our sin and cast ourselves upon
God’s mercy and grace, He forgives, transforms and justifies
us. That is the gospel message.

That message is a problem for nonbelievers because the natural
human mind cannot admit the gravity and horror of sin. The
natural mind says, “I admit I'm not perfect, but I'm a good
person. If there is a God, He will accept me. I don’'t need a
Savior. So keep your ‘sin’ talk to yourself. Don’t bother me
with your gospel.”

The natural mind refuses to admit to having sinned so
grievously that Jesus would have to die. “You're telling me
that Jesus died to save me? Me? Are you calling me a hopeless,
helpless sinner? How dare you!”

That’'s why, in church after church, preachers have stopped
preaching the gospel of redemption from sin, and now preach a
message of human virtue. They have stopped preaching the cross
and the empty tomb and instead preach positive thinking. They
have stopped preaching justification by grace through faith,
and instead preach social justice propaganda.
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These preachers want to be liked and admired by nonbelievers.
They want to have a popular ministry that rakes in big
donations from people who only attend church to have their
egos flattered.

What did Paul tell Timothy to do in a world that is hostile to
the gospel of salvation? And what are we do to? Answer: Guard
the truth!

“What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound
teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good
deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of
the Holy Spirit who lives in us” (2 Tim. 1:13-14, NIV).

The “pattern of sound teaching” Paul writes of is God’s
blueprint. The word translated “pattern” is the same word used
for an architectural design. What happens if a builder decides
to ignore the architectural blueprint? What if the builder
decides he doesn’t want to bother putting up the pillars,
crossbeams and archways that are specified by the architect?
The building will collapse.

And that is why the apostle Paul, in the closing days of his
life, pleads with Timothy—and with you and me-to please,
please, please follow the blueprint of sound teaching. Please,
please, please guard the deposit of truth that was entrusted
to you. Don’t try to improve on it. Don’t deviate from it.
Don’t modify it.

Above all, don’t ever grow weary of upholding God’s truth.
Regardless of opposition, persecution, suffering or personal
cost, follow the blueprint, guard the truth. Never be ashamed
of the gospel.

False Teachers in the Church

As you read through Paul’s second and final letter to Timothy,
it becomes clear that he carries a great emotional burden in
the closing days of his life. What is this burden? False



teachers had infiltrated the church. False teachers are
widespread in the 21st-century church, and they were already
widespread in the first-century church.

Some false teachers pervert the gospel for their own
enrichment. They have greedy, selfish motives and their god is
the almighty dollar. Other false teachers have “good
intentions.” Their *“gospel” is one of improving society and
treating people fairly and making sure that no one’s feelings
are hurt by talk of sin or judgment.

But whether their motive is greed or good intentions, they
have corrupted the gospel. They are robbing the church of the
priceless treasure of truth which the Lord has entrusted to
his church.

Though Paul is burdened by the subversion of the church, he 1is
able to say, “That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this 1is
no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and
am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to
him until that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). What day? The day of the
Lord’s return!

As Paul faces death, he knows that Timothy will be an
instrument for preserving the truth of the gospel. At the same
time, Paul is aware of Timothy’'s tendency to discouragement,
fear and timidity. So Paul tells Timothy he does not have to
carry this burden alone. Though the church has been
infiltrated by false teachers, Timothy can rely on God to
guard his truth until the Lord’s return.

In the closing lines of this chapter, we see that many in the
first-century church have defected from the truth. Paul names
two individuals in particular: Phygelus and Hermogenes. They
couldn’t stand up to persecution, so they fell away (2 Tim.
1:15).

Paul also expresses gratitude for those who stood firm for the
truth, especially a faithful Christian named Onesiphorus (2



Tim. 1:16-18). The Bible tells us little about Onesiphorus
(who is not to be confused with Onesimus, the slave mentioned
in Paul’s letter to Philemon). Ancient tradition suggests that
Onesiphorus may have been one of the 70 disciples sent out by
Jesus to preach (see Luke 10). Though Phygelus and Hermogenes
defected, Onesiphorus remained faithful.

Today, Christians around the world suffer persecution, torture
and death for the sake of Jesus Christ. Christians in America
are not persecuted to that extent-not yet. But many who call
themselves Christians are abandoning the gospel out of mere
embarrassment and shame. They don’t want to face ridicule from
their worldly friends, so they sell out the gospel and conform
to this fallen world.

Others, trying to live in peaceful coexistence with this
fallen world, have “deconstructed” their faith (yes, that's
the buzzword they use). They toss out the parts of the gospel
they consider offensive, and try to retain some semblance of
Jesus and His teachings—though, of course, everything he said
about sin, judgment, hell, His death and resurrection, and His
Second Coming must go. Once they have finished
“deconstructing” the Christian faith, what do they have left?
{eoa}
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