God Trusted Mary .. Can He
Trust You?

[x] What does a man look for in a woman? The answer may
surprise you. Initially he may be attracted by looks, a

certain style,

a winning personality. But when it comes to making a

commitment, the

main issue for men is trust. It is much easier for a man to

give his body than to give his heart. Before he commits his

heart to a woman, he must know: Can I trust you?

What does God look for in a woman? When He has an
extraordinary work that needs to be done, when He has a
special calling

that requires a “certain someone,” how does He choose? Again,
the issue

is trust.

Consider Mary, the young woman selected by God to birth

His only begotten Son. What was it about Mary that persuaded
God to

choose her? The Bible tells us nothing about her
appearance—nothing

about her hair, her stature, her shape, the texture of her
skin or even

the attractiveness of her personality. Yet according to the
angel who

greeted her, she was “highly favored” and “ women” (Luke

1:28, NKJV).

Why was she chosen? I believe the answer can be found on

the lips of Simeon, the old man in the temple who took the
baby Jesus

in his arms, blessed God and spoke these words to Mary:
“Behold, this
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Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a

sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35, emphasis added).

I believe God chose Mary because He knew He could trust

her. And not just with good times. Anyone can do well when
times are

good, when blessing and prosperity and comfort are the norm.

He knew He could trust her with trouble!

Throughout her 1life her heart would be pierced, again and
again. Yet

Mary could be counted on, in the words of the commercial, to
“take a

lickin’ and keep on tickin’.”

The fact is, when you’ve been selected by God, it’'s for

the long haul. His question is not “Can I trust you for one
event?”;

it’s “Can I trust you through stages and ages, through eras
and eons,

to be as faithful at the end of time as you were at the
beginning?

“Can I trust you to go through changes and still not

change? Can I trust you to relocate and never move? Can I
trust you to

be altered and never be different?”

Simeon told Mary that a sword would pierce her soul. She

was about to embark on a journey into the very purpose of her
life—and

it would cost her everything.

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of
soul and



spirit, and of joints and marrow” (Heb. 4:12). If you are
going to find

God’'s word for you—if you are going to fulfill His will and
purpose for

your life-I guarantee the journey will pierce your soul as it
did

Mary’s.
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Can He trust you? Can you be counted on to “deliver,
though your heart is pierced in the process?

even

Mary’'s heart went through seven “piercings”—seven painful
trials, seven tests of trust—that might have shaken and moved
any one

of us. But in them all, Mary proved that God’s trust in her
had not

been misplaced.

You, too, will suffer many piercings if you’re serious

about pursuing the will of God for your life. But you can
learn from

Mary’'s example as you face the questions that are on God’s
heart:

1. Can He trust you with misunderstanding?

Not even Joseph understood at first. All he knew was that

he was engaged to a young girl carrying a baby she said God
gave her!

God straightened him out, but Mary still faced the whispers
and sneers

of the other people around her. She walked through adversity
and

delivered in the midst of misunderstanding—without fighting
for herself

or arguing to prove it was a holy thing.

God never has to be defended. And when He has called you
to get the job done, you can be confident that “He who has



begun a good
work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Phil. 1:6).

If you are going to be “highly favored,” if God is going

to do anything mighty in your life, you cannot spend all your
time

trying to get everybody to understand and agree with you. Are
you

willing to be controversial to produce the “Christ” in you? Is
God

doing something important enough in your spirit for you to
endure misunderstanding?

2. Can He trust you to hide the treasure?

Mary took the wonderful baby she had birthed-the very Son

of God—and hid her “treasure” for two years in Egypt. God knew
that He

could trust her to possess a great treasure—and keep it to
herself.

Can God trust you to keep a secret? Can He do something
wonderful in your life, knowing you will not flaunt it? Can He
give you

an ability, knowing you will not rush to put it on stage?

The birth of Jesus was a new thing. It had never happened
before! Some of the things God wants to do in your life will
be new, as

well. But like Mary, you have to know when to hide the
thing.”
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Mary took Jesus to Egypt to escape Herod’s death warrant.

The enemy is after your “baby,” too. He is after your dream,
your

vision. He wants to kill it early, before it is fully
developed.



Just as God had to know that He could trust Mary with a
supernatural blessing, that He could depend on her to hide it
until the

time was right, He wants to know: Can He trust you to hide the
treasure He's given you until the appointed time?

3. Can He trust you through separation?

When Mary and Joseph left Jerusalem for Nazareth after

the Passover, they realized that 12-year-old Jesus had been
left

behind. Distraught, Mary returned to the temple to retrieve
Him.

“Why did you seek Me?” responded Jesus, who had been

amazing the teachers with his wisdom. “Did you not know that I
must be

about My Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49).

At that point, Mary had to be willing to go home alone,
separated from the precious Son she had birthed and raised.
Like Mary,

you may not always be able to maintain a relationship with the
person

or thing you are attached to. After all, this is not about
you; this is

for God’s glory!

God needs to know that when He gives you something

special, you will give it back to Him and remain separated
from it—even

though you care about it. Can God trust you to say, “I love
you, Lord,”

even through separation from that special person or thing?

4. Can He trust you to wait for the right timing?

If Mary had one trouble, it was with timing. At the



wedding in Cana, she came to Jesus and told Him the host had
run out of

wine. He answered, “Woman, what does your concern have to do
with Me?

My hour has not yet come” (John 2:4).

Timing is so important! If you are going to be successful

in dance, you must be able to respond to rhythm and timing.
It’s the

same in the Spirit.

People who don’t understand God’'s timing can become
spiritually spastic, trying to make the right things happen at
the

wrong time. They don’t get His rhythm—-and everyone can tell
they are

out of step. They birth things prematurely, threatening the
very lives

of their God-given dreams.

There 1s a time for everything. Can God trust you to resist
pressure that would rush you into His plan for your life?

5. Can He trust you with rejection?

Once, when Jesus was teaching a crowd, Mary came to see

him. But when Jesus’ disciples told Him she was waiting
outside, He

responded, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?”
Pointing to His

disciples, He added, “Here are My mother and My brothers! For
whoever

does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister
and

mother” (Matt. 12:48-50).

Jesus’ own mother—the woman who went through pain,
endured scandal, and nurtured and protected Him all His
life—had to



face rejection. You, too, will be rejected.

You won’'t always get the answer you want from God. People
won’'t always respond to you or your ministry the way you'd
like. Can

you be trusted to remain faithful?

What do you do when you’ve danced all over the church and
you're still not healed? What do you do when you get “slain in
the

Spirit” and the debt is still there? What do you do when you
pray the

seven-step prayer and the crisis doesn’t go away? Can God say
“no” and

trust that you will still dance, still pray, still praise Him?
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6. Can He trust you through death?

At Golgotha, Mary watched her Son hang from a wretched,

rugged cross—watched everything that she had labored for,
fought for

and built her life around-die. And yet she never turned her
head. She

never walked away, even though her whole world was falling
apart.

Can God trust you through trauma and death—-the death of a
dream, of something you built your whole life around?

What do you do when things don’t turn out as you thought they
would? What do you when being in God’s will breaks your heart?

Mary stood at the base of the cross and said, like Job,
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15). She
could not

have understood what was happening.

She did not know that through her Son’s death, God was
reconciling the world to Himself. She had no idea that in



three days,

He would be resurrected to new life. She just stood there
watching,

trusting a God she didn’t understand.

When God’'s purpose brings pain in your life, can you be
trusted to stand and say, “God, You can still count on me”?

7. Can He trust you through disappointment?

After Jesus’ death Mary walked away from Golgotha, but

she did not walk away from God. The Scriptures say that she
was still

part of the church. She was at all the services. She was still
worshiping and praising God, raising her hands, saying, “God,
You're

good! I magnify You. I worship You. I adore You.”

Mary kept going. She was in the upper room on the day of
Pentecost when “suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of
a

rushing mighty wind” (Acts 2:2).

The Bible says that everyone in the room was filled with

the Holy Spirit. But Mary had a unique distinction: This was
not a new

experience for her! When the Holy Spirit filled her, she knew
who it

was because He had filled her once before.

Have you experienced the piercings that Mary did? Are you
someone who has survived hell and high water and still says,
“I love

you, God. Your will be done”? Are you able to praise Him not
only

through the good times but also when everything is going
wrong? When

you don’t understand?



God wants to bless you with favor and victory. He wants

to birth great things in and through you. He wants you to know
His

resurrection power.

But the Scripture is clear: If you want to know Jesus and

“the power of His resurrection,” you must be willing to enter
into “the

fellowship of His sufferings” (Phil. 3:10). God is still
looking for

women like Mary—women He can trust with trouble. Can He trust
you?
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