
5 Reasons People Leave Local
Churches for House Churches
Editor’s note: This is Part 1 in a two-part series.

House church advocates want pastors to know exactly why they
left the institutional church.

Most  presume  my  book  Covens  in  the  Church  addresses
witchcraft, curses and attacks against the church. They are
correct, but they misunderstand just what type of witchcraft
I’m dealing with until they read the book—and are shocked.

I deal with (among other things) those in the church who are
spiritualizing their manipulation, control and rebellion by
abandoning the local church, rejecting authority and church
government and launching home churches without blessing or
qualification.

When  birthed  out  of  a  heart  that  resists  authority,  home
churches are little more than coven meetings. I have been a
bold advocate for what many call “the institutional church”
while shining the light of scrutiny on the exodus to house
churches.

It’s important for all who read to understand I’m a staunch
supporter  of  local  church  pastors,  and  any  movement  that
attempts to circumvent biblical government must be exposed and
renounced.

I also want it to be clear that I actually do agree with many
house-church advocates on many points. They have legitimate
disagreements with the way the local church is functioning
today, and their issues have been largely ignored by pastors
and those who are in leadership. Their evacuation out of the
institutional church and into house churches may be the wrong
move for some of the right reasons. There are serious issues
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to deal with, and pastors, it’s time to wake up and lead the
church into the new wineskin.

The institutional church is at great risk of irrelevancy and
extinction. However, I’m not convinced house churches are the
best move if they develop at the expense or exclusion of the
local church.

Why Are So Many Rejecting the Local Church in Favor of House
Churches?

I asked a question on Facebook earlier today: “What are some
reasons  people  are  choosing  home  churches  over  the
institutional  church?”

It didn’t take long for comments to start flooding in. It’s
obvious to me that the anti-institutional church sentiment is
unapologetic and passionate. The reasons they shared demand
some analysis.

I should make it clear that there are most definitely house-
church movements, when rightly aligned in the government of
the city church, that are biblically appropriate and full of
fire and power. I’m not anti-house church. I’m anti-rebellion.

Before I get into the reasons people are leaving the church in
favor of home churches, I wanted to share a reply that I just
received from someone who read my Facebook post. It comes from
a pastor’s wife. She gave me permission to publish it. As we
continue through this local church/house church debate, let’s
keep in mind just how precious God considers his pastors and
leaders to be, and how many are laying down their lives for
what God has called them to:

As a third generation pastor, who has seen both my parents
and grandparents pour themselves out for the local church,
selflessly giving and loving the body of Christ it saddens me
to see so many abandon what so many paid such a steep price
for in faithful service to the Lord. I get it. No church is



perfect. Be it a home church or an “institutional” church.
Let me tell you though, it is not easy being a pastor in this
day and age. Everyone has instant access to the greatest and
best preachers and teachers out there via social media. I
know for myself and my husband we are revivalists. We desire
a move of God, and give space and place for the Lord to do
what He desires. I see many people post online how they’d
love to find churches that do that but then in real life we
have people come in, decide it’s too steep a price, and go to
an easy believeism [sic] church or someplace they can be hit
and miss with no accountability. The reality is that for the
presence and the glory of God to invade an atmosphere it’s
because someone has paid a price for it. In intercession,
fasting, years, faithfulness.

Just to be honest, as a pastors [sic] wife, sometimes reading
these kinds of posts adds to the feeling of discouragement.
—Debra McBride

Here are 10 reasons people are leaving the local church in
favor of house churches:

1. They desire genuine community.

It’s  true  that  people  can  get  lost  in  a  larger  church,
especially if they are gathering people together just an hour
or two a week. The Sunday service typically doesn’t provide
opportunity for people to authentically connect and develop
relationships.

Those who are yearning for deeper friendships can feel their
frustration grow every week as they shuffle into a row and sit
through a programmed service, only to shuffle right back out
and into the parking lot.

I  agree  that  godly  relationships  are  valuable,  though  I
believe people’s frustration can be misplaced. I affirm the
desire for relationships can be overwhelming, and loneliness



can eat away at us if we don’t handle it rightly. However, the
purpose of the church, the ekklesia, is not primarily to make
friends. It’s to gather together as believers under apostolic
leadership and vision to pray and prepare for kingdom advance.

Relationships will never be developed on a Sunday morning.
There’s no way. They aren’t supposed to. And, pastors, please
abandon all attempts at trying to fit them in. The three-
minute window you give people to walk around and greet one
another  is  a  sad  and  unnecessary  attempt  at  nurturing
togetherness.  The  right  approach  is  to  admit  the  Sunday
services  are  meant  for  prayer,  worship  and  apostolic
instruction. The fellowship can happen at other times and in
other places. Any attempt at fellowship on a Sunday morning is
misguided.

For  those  disappointed  because  the  pastor  won’t  connect
closely with you, I have some news for you. Your pastor isn’t
supposed to be your best friend. He’s probably not going to be
your friend at all. He may rarely connect with you personally.
It may never happen.

His  job  is  to  pray,  study  the  Word  and  facilitate  an
atmosphere  of  intercession  and  equipping.  His  relational
energy will be reserved for just a few, just as Jesus modeled.
Those who are prone to rejection, or those who presume the
church is supposed to be ultra-relational, will suffer in such
environments.

I  don’t  know  when  it  became  the  church’s  job  to  become
matchmaker, developing circles of friends and facilitating the
relationship building process. If people want to hang out, let
them connect in the prayer rooms and on the mission field and
then head out for coffee or initiate a Bible study on their
own time. It doesn’t have to be organized, and it shouldn’t
distract from the greater mission.

Of course, there’s nothing wrong with the local church hosting



small groups. They can be enriching and very good. The problem
is when the living room instead of the prayer room becomes the
glue  that  holds  the  church  together.  Relationships  are
actually critically important, but they can’t be the premier
goal. The church has a much greater purpose. There’s a world
to change. There’s revival to pursue. If people trusted that
process,  they  would  develop  lifelong  friendships  from  the
foxhole of ministry. The first church was birthed just like
that: “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place” (Acts 2:1, ESV).

2.  They  are  tired  of  unnecessary  hype,  productions  and
programs.

Every few weeks, it seems there’s a new project or ministry
focus that is instituted just to prove the church is getting
bigger and better, alive and moving forward. People can see
right through these attempts and, quite frankly, are tired of
investing so much money, time and energy for such a small
return. They have had enough of the “bigger is better” mindset
and simply want to give themselves to simple, organic church
life.

The stage productions, expensive programs, lights, smoke and
Hollywood-style video presentations might look good, but the
house church crowd is rejecting them wholesale. The vision the
pastor might have for such a ministry isn’t shared by them.

I’ll be the first to argue that we need to shut pretty much
everything down and simply gather together to pray. Filling
the  calendar  with  ministries,  groups,  programs  and  other
endeavors without clear vision and buy-in from the people is
simply not attractive or, in most cases, effective.

Pastors, it’s time to get back to the basics. It’s true that
those who have been conditioned by media and today’s culture
might reject the basics, but we aren’t here to pander to
culture. We are here to shake the nations.



So, does this mean the pyrotechnics, media and high production
value  are  inherently  evil?  Absolutely  not.  Those  who  are
abandoning churches simply because a church has implemented
such tactics need to re-evaluate their hearts. It’s not okay
to abandon ship just because you don’t appreciate this style
of ministry, but I can’t deny that’s it’s your right to be
troubled if the theatrics veer the ministry off its proper
course.

I’ve  often  said  I  despise  hype  and  exaggeration.  When  we
employ  such  psychological  methods  to  project  our  efforts
beyond  where  they  actually  are,  we  limit  God  to  our  own
imagination. We get overly excited about what we can produce
instead of allowing God to blow our minds.

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond
all that we ask or imagine, according to the power that works
in us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout  all  generations,  forever  and  ever.  Amen”  (Eph.
3:20-21).

3. They want to be released to minister according to their
giftings.

This argument is common. People are discouraged because they
cannot function according to the gifting God has placed within
them. They are chomping at the bit to be activated. They were
created for a purpose, yet, so often in the local church, they
are not released to move in their ministry.

As one who has planted and given senior leadership to churches
for years, I’ll be the first to come to the defense of local
church pastors. Just because you have a gift and calling does
not mean you are ready to function in it in the church. There
are a lot of broken, immature, untrained, prideful or simply
weird people out there who should not be given a place in
public ministry—until they have been made ready.

There  is  significant  process  involved  in  the  ministry



development incubator. If you aren’t willing to submit to
authority  and  give  yourself  to  the  process,  and  allow
significant time to pass as you die daily and gradually grow
stronger, your ministry cannot be validated.

Many  people  are  launching  house  churches  because  their
ministry was not confirmed in the local church. This is where
a lot of immature people are launching premature ministries.
Their authorities have determined they are not ready, but they
turn  aside  from  that  counsel  and  move  out  in  childish
rebellion—all  in  the  name  of  spiritual  freedom.

That  being  said,  pastors,  you  must  do  a  better  job  at
equipping the saints. While there are many pastors and church
leadership teams that excel at this, most don’t.

He gave some to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints, for the work
of service, and for the building up of the body of Christ,
until we all come into the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, into a complete man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so we may
no longer be children, tossed here and there by waves and
carried about with every wind of doctrine by the trickery of
men, by craftiness with deceitful scheming (Eph. 4:11-14).

4. The church only goes as deep as the majority will allow.

The house-church crowd is typically a spiritually hungry one.
We can’t deny that most local churches simply don’t go deeper
than the majority will allow. I’m not talking about seeker-
sensitive churches, I’m referring to Spirit-filled churches
that promote exuberant worship and devotion to Jesus.

There are many churches like this that will just go so deep.
There’s a limit. They know if they get as passionate and as
supernaturally infused as the zealots in their midst, the
majority will leave.



Pastors, you must wake up! Let the pretenders leave! It’s time
to bring the fire, the shock and the awe back into the church.
How can you fault people who desire to leave because they want
to experience Jesus more than you do?

For those who are hungry for the deep, I won’t pull any
punches. This alone is not a reason to leave a church and to
start  your  own.  You  can  go  as  deep  in  God  as  you  want
regardless of how far your church goes. I challenge you to
burn hot, pray without ceasing, stimulate dreams and visions
and raise the temperature of every atmosphere you walk into.

Will God eventually move you on to another church or to build
a new ministry yourself? He most certainly may. Just make sure
you handle the move with integrity and honor. If your current
church is apathetic, you can be sure God will bring resolution
one way or another without your intervention.

“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish
you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spit you out of My mouth” (Rev.
3:15-16).

5. Being guilted into serving more, giving more and building
the church.

House-church people generally are more interested in kingdom
activity than the local church. They are more passionate about
God’s expression among a people in a region than a local
ministry. They are tired of building a single man’s kingdom by
giving and serving and enhancing that local church instead of
investing in the advance of the kingdom of God.

Again, as one who has been involved in the church for decades,
I  understand.  There’s  so  much  pressure  today  to  grow  big
ministries, to be successful and to keep everybody active and
on  task.  Leaders  want  people  to  take  ownership.  In  our
American culture we are individualistic and laser-focused on
whatever project we deem most beneficial to us. The problem?



There is much more that needs our focus than a single local
church.

I believe it’s healthy and important for people to have a home
church while also engaging at a high level in other local
churches, ministries and kingdom activities. When I was giving
leadership to churches, I would strongly encourage people to
frequent other ministries in addition to our own. Investing in
the city church is more important than the local church.

I started this message by mentioning my book Covens in the
Church. That book as directed at those who wrongly abandon
assignments  for  the  sake  of  pursuing  their  own  spiritual
endeavors. This point requires I highlight the follow up book
titled,  Pharaoh  in  the  Church.  This  book  was  written  to
pastors who are so focused on building their own ministry that
the people are wrongly used, expected to continually serve,
give and sacrifice for that never-ending project.

In the words of Brian Ming, “God forgive us for building
kingdoms of man on doctrines of demons in your name.”

Pastors, right or wrong, this is another reason people are
leaving  your  church  for  the  more  efficient,  simple  and
authentic house church. {eoa}
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