
10  Reasons  the  Pentecostal
Church in US Is Still Growing
In a time when many Christian denominations in the United
States  are  experiencing  rapid  decline,  Pentecostal  and
charismatic churches are defying the trend and continuing to
grow.  Denominations  such  as  the  Roman  Catholic,  Southern
Baptist  Convention,  Episcopal  Church,  Presbyterian  Church
(USA) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have seen
a significant drop in membership, while Pentecostal movements
remain vibrant and expanding. This begs the question: Why is
the Pentecostal church growing while others are struggling?
Here are 10 reasons that explain this unique phenomenon.

1. Young people desire an experience, not just a doctrine. One
of the key reasons for the growth of Pentecostalism is its
appeal to young people who are seeking more than intellectual
knowledge or traditional doctrine. Many Millennials and Gen Z
Christians are drawn to worship environments where they can
experience the presence of God in a personal, tangible way.
This  focus  on  the  experiential  aspects  of  faith—whether
through dynamic worship, prophecy or healing—resonates with
younger  generations  who  crave  authenticity  and  a  direct
connection with the divine.

2. Embracing the power of the Spirit for witness. Pentecostal
churches take the mandate of Acts 1:8a (NIV) seriously: “You
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you
will be my witnesses.” The emphasis on the power of the Holy
Spirit is a key factor in their growth. Pentecostals believe
that the empowerment of the Spirit is essential not just for
personal transformation but for being effective witnesses of
the gospel. 

3. Belief in supernatural intervention. The Pentecostal belief
in  supernatural  intervention  sets  it  apart  from  more
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traditional Christian denominations that tend to downplay or
rationalize miracles. Pentecostals hold firm to the belief
that  God  still  moves  supernaturally  in  today’s  world,
performing healings, deliverances and other miraculous acts.
People  in  Pentecostal  congregations  frequently  testify  to
personal encounters with the supernatural, from healing to
prophetic words. This kind of faith in God’s immediate and
active  power  brings  hope  to  those  who  are  searching  for
answers beyond the natural realm.
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4.  Intense  corporate  prayer  strategies  for  breakthrough.
Corporate prayer is a major component of Pentecostal worship,
and  it  is  often  carried  out  with  intensity  and  urgency.
Pentecostal churches are known for their extended times of
prayer,  often  crying  out  to  God  for  breakthroughs  in
individual lives, communities and even nations. This prayer-
driven culture is appealing to people who want to see real
change and are willing to participate in fervent intercession
to make it happen.

5. Spirit-empowered people overcome the flesh. Another reason
for the growth of Pentecostalism is its emphasis on the power
of the Holy Spirit to help believers overcome their sinful
nature, or “the flesh.” Many people are drawn to Pentecostal
churches because they are seeking deliverance from addictions,
sinful habits and personal struggles. In Pentecostal teaching,
the Holy Spirit plays a vital role in giving believers the
strength  to  resist  temptation  and  walk  in  holiness.  This
practical  focus  on  personal  transformation  resonates  with
individuals who are tired of battling the same issues year



after year and are seeking freedom that goes beyond willpower
and human effort.

6. Equipped to cast out demons and break oppression. Many
Pentecostal churches are also well known for their ministry of
deliverance. They take seriously the biblical mandate to cast
out demons and break spiritual oppression. In a time when many
people are struggling with depression, anxiety and spiritual
heaviness, Pentecostals offer a message of hope and freedom
through the authority of Christ. This kind of ministry is
often lacking in more traditional denominations, which may shy
away from discussions about spiritual warfare. By addressing
the reality of the demonic and the power of Christ to deliver,
Pentecostal churches are providing a vital service to those
seeking liberation from spiritual oppression.

7.  Powerful  experiential  worship.  Worship  in  Pentecostal
churches is more than just a ritual; it is an experience that
engages the heart, mind, body and spirit. The music is often
passionate,  and  worship  services  frequently  include
spontaneous expressions of praise, prophetic songs and moments
of deep encounter with God. This kind of worship is attractive
to people who want to feel connected to God on a personal
level.  The  dynamic  and  interactive  nature  of  Pentecostal
worship allows congregants to engage with God in a way that
goes beyond passive observation, making them feel like active
participants in the spiritual realm.
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8. Historical engagement with the urban poor. Historically,
Pentecostalism has been closely associated with outreach to
the  urban  poor.  From  its  beginnings  at  the  Azusa  Street
Revival in 1906, Pentecostalism has drawn people from all
walks  of  life,  including  many  from  marginalized  and
impoverished communities. Pentecostal churches often emphasize



practical ministry to the poor through food banks, shelters or
addiction recovery programs. This hands-on approach to social
justice and mercy ministry makes Pentecostalism particularly
attractive to people who are looking for a faith that engages
with the real needs of society.

9. Unity across ethnic and socioeconomic lines. One of the
most remarkable aspects of the Pentecostal movement is its
history  of  uniting  people  from  different  ethnic  and
socioeconomic backgrounds. The Azusa Street Revival, which is
widely considered the birth of modern Pentecostalism, was a
diverse  gathering  of  Black,  white,  Hispanic  and  Asian
believers.  This  multiethnic  foundation  has  continued  to
influence Pentecostal churches today, which are often known
for their racial and cultural diversity. In a world that is
increasingly polarized, Pentecostalism offers a model of unity
that transcends race and class, making it appealing to people
from various walks of life.

10.  A  commitment  to  the  supernatural  truth  of  the  Bible.
Pentecostals are often distinguished by their commitment to
the  full  truth  of  the  Bible,  including  its  supernatural
elements. While some denominations may seek to explain away or
demystify biblical accounts of miracles, Pentecostals embrace
them wholeheartedly. They believe the God of the Bible is the
same today as He was in the times of the apostles and that the
miracles, signs and wonders described in Scripture are still
possible—and even expected—today. This unwavering belief in
the Bible as the living, active Word of God is compelling to
people who want a faith rooted in both ancient truth and
modern experience.

While  many  traditional  denominations  are  struggling  to
maintain  their  numbers,  the  Pentecostal  and  charismatic
churches  in  the  United  States  are  experiencing  continued
growth. This growth can be attributed to several factors,
including a focus on personal experience, the power of the
Holy  Spirit  and  a  commitment  to  supernatural  truth.



Pentecostal churches offer people not just a set of doctrines,
but a vibrant, Spirit-filled faith that empowers them to live
transformed lives and see the kingdom of God manifested in
their  midst.  As  long  as  Pentecostal  churches  continue  to
emphasize  these  core  values,  they  will  likely  remain  a
powerful force for spiritual renewal and growth in the coming
years.
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