Turkey’'s Threat to Reclaim
Jerusalem Highlights the
City’s End Times Significance

A senior Turkish official just said the quiet part out loud.

Turkey’s Interior Minister Mustafa (Ciftci declared that
Jerusalem would one day return to Turkish control “just as in
the past.” Speaking before supporters of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling party, Ciftci pointed to recent
regional victories and declared, “Just as we witnessed the
liberation of Damascus, Aleppo and Karabakh, God willing, one
day we will also witness the liberation of Jerusalem.”

Israel did not let the statement pass.
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“The corrupt Ottoman Empire is gone. Forever,” Israel’s
Foreign Ministry responded. Defense Minister Israel Katz
added, “Jerusalem is not Constantinople, and the State of
Israel is not a crumbling Crusader Empire.” He also reminded
Turkey that Jerusalem has been the capital of the Jewish
people for 3,000 years.

Most headlines treated the exchange as another diplomatic
spat. It is far more significant than that.

The battle for Jerusalem has always been spiritual before it
was political.

For years, Bible prophecy students have watched Turkey'’s
transformation under Erdogan.

Once a secular ally of Israel, Turkey has embraced a neo-
Ottoman vision of regional influence. The nation maintains a
military presence in northern Syria, projects power across the
Middle East and presents itself as a defender of Islamic
interests throughout the region.
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That matters because Syria sits directly on Israel’s northern
border.

The same nation now openly talking about the “liberation” of
Jerusalem already has troops, military infrastructure and
political influence positioned just north of the Jewish state.
Turkey is no longer commenting on events in the Middle East.
It is shaping thenm.

At the same time, another prophetic trend is accelerating
inside Israel.

Jewish worship on the Temple Mount continues to grow. Jewish
prayer on the Mount, once heavily restricted, has become
increasingly common. Religious fervor surrounding Jerusalem
and the Temple Mount has intensified as more Jews ascend the
site that once housed the First and Second Temples.

The Temple Mount remains the most contested piece of real
estate on earth.

It is sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians. Every major
prophetic scenario involving Jerusalem leads back to that
mountain.

That is what makes Ciftc¢i’'s remarks so striking.

He did not speak about Tel Aviv. He did not speak about Haifa.
He did not speak about Israeli settlements. He spoke
specifically about Jerusalem.

The city sits at the center of God’'s prophetic timetable.

The prophet Zechariah saw a day when the nations would become
obsessed with Jerusalenm.

“On that day I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all



peoples. All who lift it will surely injure themselves. And
all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it”
(Zech. 12:3).

That description is playing out before our eyes.

The world’s attention is fixed on a tiny nation roughly the
size of New Jersey. Global powers argue over its borders.
International organizations debate its legitimacy. Terror
groups target it. Regional powers threaten it. A senior
Turkish minister openly envisions a future in which Jerusalem
returns to Turkish rule.

The remarkable thing is not that Jerusalem remains
controversial.

The remarkable thing is that Scripture said it would be.

Turkey’'s threats are another reminder that the nations
surrounding Israel continue moving into position while
Jerusalem grows more central to regional and global tensions.

The closer the world moves toward Jerusalem, the more the
pages of prophecy come alive.

Keep your eyes on Israel. Keep your eyes on Jerusalem. And
keep your eyes on the God who declared the end from the
beginning.
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