
Bringing Prophecy to Life: Is
‘Peter the Roman’ Emerging?
Speculation  is  running  wild.  Pope  Francis’  health  is
declining, rumors of his resignation are swirling and some
believe an ancient prophecy is about to come true.

Could we really be witnessing a moment foretold nearly 900
years ago?

Before we get carried away, let’s take a breath.

As believers, we know that God’s Word is our ultimate source
of truth. But that doesn’t mean we should ignore the world
around us. Instead, we should observe, discern and always test
what we hear against Scripture (1 John 4:1). So, let’s break
this down.
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An Ancient Prophecy and a Modern Pope

In  the  12th  century,  an  Irish  bishop  named  St.  Malachy
reportedly had a vision of all the future popes, leading up to
a final one—Petrus Romanus (Peter the Roman)—who would guide
the church through great tribulations before the destruction
of Rome. Some believe this signals the end of days.
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Now,  with  Pope  Francis  battling  serious  health  issues,
speculation  is  heating  up.  One  of  the  top  contenders  to
succeed  him  is  Cardinal  Pietro  Parolin,  the  Vatican’s
Secretary of State. His first name, Pietro, is the Italian
form  of  Peter,  and  he’s  from  Italy—making  him,  almost
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literally,  Peter  the  Roman.

Coincidence?

Maybe.

But it’s enough to make some people wonder.

Francis Already Planned for His Exit

Adding to the mystery, Pope Francis revealed in 2013 that he
had already signed a resignation letter in case of serious
health issues. That letter was given to then-Secretary of
State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone—who likely passed it to none
other than… Cardinal Pietro Parolin. If Francis steps down,
could Parolin fulfill the role of Peter the Roman?


