Avoid These Prophetic
Pitfalls

I've learned a few lessons in my last 20-plus years of
prophetic ministry. Here are some tips to help you avoid
mistakes:

=Don’t allow another person’s insistence and impatience
to force you to produce revelation. If you do, you will
be offering the person your soulish speculation or
personal opinion.

=Don’t allow yourself to feel pressured into telling
others everything you know about an issue. Be sensitive
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. You must believe God
will promote you and raise you up, if that is His
purpose for you.

=Don’t spend time seeking God for an answer to another
person’s dilemma unless he has spent more time in prayer
concerning the issue than you have. Another person will
value what you have to say only if he has exhausted his
own strength.

Don’'t feel obligated to generate a prophetic answer for
every question posed to you. You are not God. You know
only as much as He tells you. Furthermore, you were not
given a revelatory gift to be a “prophetic 7-Eleven
convenience store.” We are all called to know God and to
listen to His voice.

=Don’t be compelled to give a direct answer. In your
dialogue with others, practice asking questions rather
than making statements.

This exercise of restraint will develop your listening skills
and cultivate the fruit of patience. It will also help foster
humility in your soul. In this way, you will practice allowing
your spirit to rule over your soul.
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As time goes on, psychics and occult practitioners will become
more visible. Increased instability in our country will create
an increased demand to know what lies ahead. Consequently,
people will look either to the occult or to God for answers.

We need to be careful not to look to prophetic individuals as
non-Christians would look to psychics and astrologers.
Remember, God is faithful to tell us what He wants us to know.
We simply need to seek His face and listen to Him.

As the church, we need to listen to God individually and
corporately. This is not to say we don’t need prophetic gifts.
I am convinced there will come a day when the “prophets of
God” will openly challenge the “prophets of Satan,” much as
Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal (see 1 Kin. 18:1-40).

In fact, I believe the highest use of the prophetic gifts is
outside the walls of the church. I am expecting prophetic
evangelism to flourish in the near future as never before.
When it does, God will pour out His power in unprecedented
measure.

I look forward with you to that glorious day!
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