Respect or Relatability? What
Should a Pastor’s Clothes
Really Say?

How much does what a pastor wears matter?

That's the question Sam Rainer, president and senior
consultant of Church Answers, recently tackled in a thoughtful
column that stirred up an age-old debate: Should pastors dress
up to show respect and authority, or blend in with their
congregation to be more relatable?

The History Behind Clergy Attire

To start, Rainer gives a quick history lesson. “Between the
4th and 6th centuries, early Christian ministers adopted
distinctive attire, setting them apart from the people they
shepherded,” he writes. While the rest of the Roman and Greek
world ditched their robe-like garments, the church kept them
for clergy—and that legacy evolved into the vestments still
worn today in many denominations.

But for modern evangelical churches, especially those without
a liturgical tradition, the rules aren’t so clear.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
YouTube now!

Style Still Sends a Message

“How a pastor dresses is ultimately much less important than
teaching sound doctrine and caring for the congregation,”
Rainer admits. “But people do notice what you wear.”

And he’s not above enjoying fashion himself. “I’'m personally
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into watches and dress shoes. These two hobbies affect my
fashion decisions; my church obviously sees these choices when
I preach.”

That weekly prep includes polishing shoes and picking a watch
strap to match—-a routine that stands out in Southwest Florida,
where flip-flops are a typical Sunday choice.

Dress Up or Blend In?

Rainer poses two key questions: “Should pastors dress up on
Sunday since they are leaders? Or should they try to blend in
with the congregation and be more relatable?”

Dressing up, he argues, “signals discipline, preparedness, and
respect.” On the other hand, dressing casually “signals
relatability and approachability.” According to Rainer,
neither is inherently wrong, but you can’t really do both at
the same time.

Personality and Age Play a Role

Much of it comes down to personality and background. “You
should feel free to dress in a way that fits who you are,” he
writes. Rainer admits his taste 1leans toward the
refined—mentioning Omega watches, Edward Green shoes, and even
luxury Bible editions as ways people communicate personal
values through style.
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But he also offers a warning: “There is a cringe factor when
watching a pastor ‘try too hard’ with fashion.” He encourages
pastors to let their style evolve with age—and not to be
ashamed of it. “It’s OK to graduate from one style to the next
as you get older.”

When Casual Becomes High-End

Interestingly, casual doesn’t always mean low-status. “Some
sneakers are status symbols, much more so than bespoke
oxfords,” he notes. “Forms of casual dress can be a sartorial
flex.”

And in the end, Rainer takes a balanced approach: “Be wise
about how you dress, but don’t be overly consumed with
fashion.”

So, how should a pastor dress? It's a question worth thinking
about.

Join Charisma Magazine Online to follow everything the Holy
Spirit is doing around the world!

James Lasher is staff writer for Charisma Media.

History Catches Up With the
Bible: Startling Discovery at
Site of Armageddon

It’s easy for some to dismiss the Bible as just a spiritual
text—until history and archaeology step in and back it up,
piece by broken piece.
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At the ancient site of Megiddo in northern Israel-yes, that
Megiddo, the one Revelation calls Armageddon—archaeologists
believe they’'ve found fresh evidence of a battle the Bible has
told us about for over 2,600 years. And it all comes down to
some broken Egyptian pottery.

Dr. Assaf Kleiman, a senior lecturer at Ben-Gurion University,
led the excavation at Tel Megiddo, a city layered with history
from the Copper Age to World War I. But it’s one moment in
time they’'re zeroing in on: the Battle of Megiddo in 609 B.C.,
where Josiah, king of Judah, was killed by Egyptian forces led
by Pharaoh Necho II.
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“The exposure of so many Egyptian vessels, including fragments
of serving bowls, cooking pots, and storage jars, 1s an
exceptional phenomenon,” Kleiman told Fox News Digital. And
he’s not talking about trade items. These weren’t imported for
friendly exchange. Kleiman believes they were brought in by
troops—Egyptian soldiers who fought and defeated Josiah.

Instead of suggesting commerce, Kleiman points to the “crude
production technique, functional mixture, and the lack of
similar evidence in nearby settlements” as clues these weren’t
your everyday 1imports. These pots were wused by
soldiers—possibly even during the very battle the Bible
records in 2 Kings 23.

/**/

And there’s more. Grecian pottery at the site could indicate
that Greek mercenaries—-referenced by both Herodotus and
Assyrian records—were among the Egyptian forces. Kleiman
notes, “The possibility of the participation of such
mercenaries in the killing of Josiah may be hinted 1in
prophetic works in the Bible.”



To be clear, there’s no definitive archaeological proof of
Josiah’s physical remains or a labeled battlefield plaque. But
Kleiman says the king's existence “has never been doubted in
biblical and historical scholarship.” He adds, “Literacy was
more common in that era, and thus his reign was most Llikely
documented by scribes who witnessed the events in real time.”

Still think the Bible’s just a book of spiritual metaphors?
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From the Babylonian chronicles to fragments of jars buried for
centuries, history keeps confirming what Scripture already
told us. Even the idea that some of the so-called Ten Lost
Tribes weren’t completely deported to Mesopotamia is being
challenged. According to Kleiman, “This suggests that the
social fabric of Megiddo in the Assyrian Era must have been
composed of a significant portion of local populations.”

What we'’re witnessing is archaeology catching up to the Bible.
With every shovel of dirt and shard of pottery, the biblical
narrative is being reinforced-not just as a spiritual guide,
but as a legitimate historical record.

The evidence 1s stacking up, and 1it’'s not just
theological—-it’s physical. Scripture continues to be validated
by the dust of the earth, the marks of battles long past, and
the records etched in ancient clay.

Critics are increasingly eager to discard the Bible, but it's
the stones that cry out the truth. And they’re telling us it'’s
not just a book of faith—it’s a book of facts.
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‘American Idol’ Judges Left
Speechless After Teen’s
Spirit-Filled Performance

Seventeen-year-old Canaan James Hill from Dallas didn’t just
sing at his American Idol audition—he ministered.

In the final round of auditions before Hollywood Week, Hill
stepped in front of the judges and delivered a powerhouse
gospel performance of Earnest Pugh’s “I Need Your Glory” that
had everyone-literally—on their feet.

“We’re a gospel family,” Hill told host Ryan Seacrest before
taking the stage. Inspired by his grandfather’s singing, Hill
said, “I was like, ‘Wow, I want to do that.’” And do that he
did.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
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Judges Carrie Underwood, Lionel Richie and Luke Bryan couldn’t
contain their reactions. As Hill belted out the lyrics, Richie
leaned back in his chair, threw up his hands and eventually
broke into what could only be described as a Holy Ghost dance.

“Anybody in here need His glory? I need Your power. Less of me
and more of You. The Lord is what I need,” Hill sang,
prompting Richie to spring to his feet.

Underwood was left nearly speechless. “Smooth but powerful,”
she said, thanking Hill for “bringing your gift.”

Richie, visibly moved, approached Hill after his performance
and placed a hand on his shoulder. “Would you do that again?”
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he asked. “That was powerful. You have been so blessed.”
/**/
Hill didn’t miss a beat. He immediately gave God the glory.

“That was something so spectacular, I just can’t even describe
what I heard,” Richie said.

Even Bryan joined in the praise—-with his signature humor.
“When you sing in church, what do people do? Do they just run
to the baptism pit and jump in it and get saved immediately?”

All three judges gave Hill a resounding yes, awarding him the
platinum ticket—which allows him to skip the first round of
Hollywood Week.
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“You get to sit back [in the first round] and watch all the
people you're gonna slay,” Richie told him.

Backstage, Hill was ready for the journey ahead. “I am so
ready to spread the Gospel and that’s what I am going to do,”
he said.

As the cameras cut back to the judges, Richie summed it up
perfectly: “That boy right there was possessed.” To which
Underwood replied, “By the Holy Spirit.”

“You have never seen me act like that before,” Richie added.

Hill’'s audition may have been for a singing competition, but
it turned into a moment of worship, and America took notice.

Join Charisma Magazine Online to follow everything the Holy
Spirit is doing around the world!
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TARRIFS: ‘Liberation Day!’
Trump’s Bold New Plan Changes
Everything

In a bold move aimed at reshaping U.S. trade policy, President
Donald Trump has declared Apr. 2, as “Liberation Day,”
unveiling a series of new tariffs intended to bolster domestic
manufacturing and address trade imbalances. The announcement
marks one of the administration’s most aggressive steps toward
redefining America’s economic relationships.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
YouTube now!

President Trump says these measures are designed to correct
longstanding trade disparities, rejuvenate domestic industries
and ultimately reduce prices for American consumers. The
tariffs are set to be “reciprocal,” matching the duties that
other nations impose on U.S. goods.

/**/

White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said, “April 2nd,
2025, will go down as one of the most important days in modern
American history.”
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While specific details are still emerging, reports indicate
the administration is considering a 25% tariff on auto
imports. Additionally, tariffs on steel and aluminum imports
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are also reportedly expected. The White House has indicated
that these tariffs will take effect immediately.

To read the full story, please visit our content partners at
CBN.

Reprinted with permission from . Copyright © 2025 The
Christian Broadcasting Network Inc. All rights reserved.
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Jonathan Cahn Drops MASSIVE
Announcement—-Something Big Is
Happening!

Jonathan Cahn just revealed a game-changing announcement.

In a recent video, Cahn revealed two exciting pieces of
information. First, he announced that he is currently working
on a new book. Second, he unveiled that his book, “The
Harbinger,” 1is coming to life in a brand-new format. The New
York Times best seller that has changed people’s lives around
the world, will soon be available as a graphic novel.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
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Since its release, “The Harbinger” has impacted millions,
sparking repentance, prayer movements and even leading many to
salvation. Cahn encourages believers to use this new tool for
evangelism, gifting it to those in need of salvation.
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“Pray that God powerfully uses it to reach people who could
not be reached before,” says Cahn.

Watch the video below to hear Cahn’s full announcement.

/**/
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Charlie Kirk Declares DEI
‘Unbiblical’—Here’s Why

At a recent college campus event, Turning Point USA founder
Charlie Kirk made a bold statement that’'s gaining attention:
he believes Diversity, Equity and Inclusion programs are
“unbiblical.”

Responding to a question from a self-described faith-based
Democrat, Kirk took the opportunity to explain why he views
DEI as fundamentally at odds with Christian teachings.

“I'm going to make a case—-and I don’t know if it’ll be
persuasive to you-why I think DEI is unbiblical,” Kirk told
the audience.

Kirk began by pointing out that, while Jesus was both
compassionate and inclusive, He also spoke hard truths.
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Referencing John 8, Kirk noted how Jesus told the adulterous
woman to “sin no more” after preventing her from being stoned.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
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“He was 100% grace and truth,” Kirk said. “That tension 1is
very hard in a modern world because we want to overemphasize
grace, when in reality Christ loves us too much to have us
continue to live in sin.”

When the topic turned to DEI, Kirk didn’'t hold back. He
challenged the popular assumption that DEI is simply about
understanding different perspectives.

“I'm going to go down to just the academic textbook definition
of DEI,” he said, referencing the ideological roots of the
movement. “Instead of having a goal of race blindness, they
want a goal of race obsession and race consciousness—that we
should talk about race more, not less.”

/**/

For Kirk, this focus on racial identity directly contradicts
Scripture.

“When the apostle Paul wrote, he said, ‘Neither slave nor
Greek nor Jew, but we are all one in Christ Jesus,’” Kirk
said. “Essentially stating that racial differences are
indifferent—mean nothing—to the Almighty God.”

Kirk went further, arguing that DEI programs elevate skin
color over the soul and character of a person.

“We should only care about character and the soul of an
individual, not the melanin content in their skin,” he said.
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In his view, DEI’'s implementation across corporate and
academic institutions has created a culture where racial and
gender identities are used as tools for discrimination,
particularly against white men.

“What DEI does through hiring practices, racial quotas and
many other different ways that I could list, is that it has an
emphasis on things that the Bible does not categorize as
important,” Kirk said. “In fact, it says the exact opposite.”

While the conversation was civil and the questioner emphasized
the value of learning about others’ experiences, Kirk'’s
central message was clear: “Care less about people’s shared
racial experience and look at them instead just as their soul
as God made them.”

Whether or not his take on DEI is persuasive to everyone,
Kirk’s remarks highlight a growing divide between biblical
values and some of today’s dominant cultural ideologies.

And as he wrapped up his answer, the audience applauded—not
just for the commentary, but for the courage to say what many
believers may be thinking, but few are saying publicly.

Join Charisma Magazine Online to follow everything the Holy
Spirit is doing around the world!
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Retired Army General Says
Demons Are Real, He Fought
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One in Afghanistan

In a recent message, Mike Thompson encourages believers to
expand their faith and vision as doors of opportunity are
opening in this season. Thompson shares that God is inviting
His people to break free from limiting thoughts and embrace
the supernatural potential available through Christ. It’s not
just about hard work, but about recognizing the power of God's
anointing to bring increase.

Thompson begins by recounting a powerful vision he received of
a soldier from biblical times standing on his land. The
soldier took aim with his bow and shot an arrow, representing
the extent to which God wanted to bless him. This image serves
as a reminder that, through obedience, believers can increase
their territory and enjoy God’s rewards in their lives.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
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This spiritual encouragement is meant to help believers
understand the gravity of what it means to hold onto the
passions, dreams and visions God has given them. Just as past
memories hold power to influence emotions, thoughts and
actions, future memories can drive believers toward their
destiny. For instance, the apostle Paul, in Acts 26:19, said,
“I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,” showing that
memories of God’s promises shape actions and outcomes.

“You are the Lion’s Army,” Thompson says. “You have done great
warfare against the enemy to tear down all of the strongholds.
The Lord wants to reward you in this season.”
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The power of this prophetic imagination is transformative.
God’s Word paints vivid pictures of prosperity, health and
success—promises that believers can hold onto in faith. When
God speaks through Scripture or gives personal visions, these
images must be cherished and revisited in prayer, confession
and meditation. This helps create a strong sense of direction
and authority, making the vision a living, active force in the
believer’s life.

To make these heavenly visions a reality, Thompson presents
four questions for reflection:

. Can you see yourself prosperous and successful?

. How do you stay connected to the memory of that vision?

. What can you do today to move toward its manifestation?

. How can you protect the vision from the enemy’s attempts
to steal it?
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Thompson stresses that the key to prosperity is not in self-
effort but in God’s anointing. He warns against the temptation
of trying to manipulate God’s promises through fleshly
efforts, using the example of Abraham and Sarah, who initially
created an “Ishmael” by taking matters into their own hands,
instead of waiting for God’s perfect timing.

As you step into this season of divine opportunity, remember
that God has already placed a vision for success and
prosperity within you. The key is to see it, believe it and
walk in faith toward it. By meditating on His promises,
declaring His Word and taking Spirit-led action, you align
yourself with the heavenly vision He has given you. Don’'t let
fear, doubt or the enemy’s tactics steal what God has shown
you. Instead, embrace the power of prophetic memory, trust in



His perfect timing and move forward with boldness.
Your future is waiting—step into it with faith and authority!
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Utah Bans Pride Flags 1in
Government Buildings

Utah has become the first state to prohibit pride flags from
flying in state government buildings and public schools.

Governor Spencer Cox (R) allowed the bill to become law
without his signature. Cox said that he had “serious concerns”
about HB77 but believed the Republican majority would override
a potential veto.

Breaking News. Spirit-Filled Stories. Subscribe to Charisma on
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“As tired as Utahns are of politically divisive symbols, I
think they are also tired of culture war bills that don’t
solve the problems they intend to fix,” the governor wrote in
a letter obtained by The Salt Lake Tribune. “In an attempt to
make some kids feel more welcome, other kids feel less
welcome. I appreciate that the bill is neutral on the types of
flags in question (and I find it strange that no headline
reads ‘MAGA flags banned from classrooms’).”

/**/
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Cox wrote that he has asked the State Board of Education to
“continue their work to find ways to make our classrooms more
politically neutral.”

“The idea that kids can only feel welcome in a school if a
teacher puts up a rainbow flag is just wrong,” he noted in the
letter. “Let’s do everything possible to make our classrooms
one of the last remaining politically neutral places in our
state.”
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The governor added that he thinks “it’s wrong for city and
county officials to fly divisive flags,” explaining that
“elections have consequences and the best way to stop that
behavior is to elect people who believe differently. All this
bill does is add more fuel to the fire.”

Under HB77, flags that may be displayed include those of the
United States, the state flag, flags representing cities, the
military, Native American tribes, colleges and universities,
and the Olympics.

The law takes effect on May 7.

This article originally appeared on American Faith, and 1is
reposted with permission.
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