
Prophecy: We Have a Four-Year
Window  to  Shine—And  Recover
the ‘Art of the Tremble’
During  a  prayer  meeting  in  December,  2016  following  the
election,  I  had  a  mental  vision  of  four  sticks  or  poles
standing upright, with the fourth one beginning to bend. I
asked the Lord what it meant, and He told me, “You, the
church, have four years in which to shine.” I understood the
bend in the fourth stick or pole to mean that in the fourth
year things would begin to change, and not for the better. He
then  added,  “You,  the  church,  have  lost  the  art  of  the
tremble.”  In  other  words,  while  so  many  of  us  have  been
rightly focusing on the Father’s heart, His amazing love and
grace, we have forgotten that He is also the sovereign King of
the Universe, lawgiver and judge. We have so lost the ability
to be so awestruck by Him that we no longer carry a healthy
measure of fear along with the comfort of love.

We, the body of Christ, have been granted a four-year window
in which to become a lighthouse of love, grace, redemption and
the manifestation of the Father’s heart in Jesus—four years in
which to recover the “art of the tremble.” Whatever one might
think of Donald Trump as president, it seems clear that he is
a friend both of the church and of Israel. This creates a
window of opportunity to grow and to expand our influence in
the world around us.

Where  Donald  Trump  is  concerned,  I  find  myself  possibly
running afoul of the words of others in prophetic ministry who
have prophesied that Trump will be, in effect, the savior of
the nation, a Cyrus after the biblical model, to pour out
favor, restoration and release. Some have said he will be the
most praying president in our history. Perhaps. Let that be
true. But there’s a serious problem that calls for concerted
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prayer for the president on the part of all those who hold to
biblical values. It has been said that Donald Trump is a new
Christian, and I have no reason to doubt that. For every new
Christian, however, there remains a season for being discipled
in the ways of the Lord, and therein lies my concern.

I therefore have a prophetic word to release in the tradition
of the “if-then” we see in the words of the prophets of the
Old Testament. For its fulfillment, this word turns on whether
or not Donald Trump understands and walks in the wisdom of a
set  of  essential  Scriptural  admonitions.  Proverbs  16:7
teaches, “When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even his
enemies to be at peace with him.” Perhaps more significant is
Proverbs  12:18,  “There  is  one  who  speaks  rashly  like  the
piercings of a sword, but the tongue of the wise is health,”
or 15:1, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but grievous words
stir up anger,” and the verse that follows, “The tongue of the
wise uses knowledge aright, but the mouth of fools pours out
foolishness.” Words must be crafted in such a way that people
are enabled to hear and receive them. From the New Testament:
“But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to
anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness
of  God”  (James  1:19).  All  of  these  principles  apply  most
strongly to anyone in a power position where the impact of
words spoken will be magnified.

Simply stated, if Donald Trump can understand these principles
and  walk  in  them,  then  he  can  win  the  appreciation  and
cooperation, even of his enemies, and will stand a good chance
of  advancing  his  agenda  for  the  nation.  In  that  case,
prophecies of greatness spoken over him will come to pass, and
the  whole  world  will  benefit.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he
continues to insult those who oppose him, to retaliate in
anger and call them derogatory names, then even those who
would  be  his  friends  in  Congress  and  in  the  world  will
increasingly  turn  against  him.  Very  little  will  be
accomplished. If that happens, then the latter half of the



fourth year of this four-year window—coinciding with the next
presidential election cycle—will see a bending. Donald Trump
will  not  be  reelected,  and  the  radical  left  will  see  a
resurgence of strength in a backlash that will do much to
destroy what is left of our nation and its heritage of liberty
and Christian faith.

Of the four years concerning which the Lord has spoken to me,
nearly a year has already passed and we, as a nation, are
mired even more deeply in conflict and hatred than we were a
year ago. We have a limited time in which to pray over these
matters and to clean up our own act as believers where our
hearts and our language are concerned. We must recover “the
art  of  the  tremble”  and  refocus  on  holiness,  not  of  the
legalistic kind, but on being transformed into the image of
the Son by means of a pure focus on Him and a passion for
seeing the kingdom of God manifest on earth in a culture of
love, grace and uplift.

Pray for the heart of our president, for the nature of Jesus
to take root in his life, and that it will manifest in his
words and relationships. The future depends on it. {eoa}

R. Loren Sandford is an author, musician and the founder and
senior pastor of New Song Church and Ministries in Denver,
Colorado. He has a bachelor’s degree in music and a master of
divinity degree from Fuller Theological Seminary. In addition
to  pastoring,  Sandford  has  an  international  teaching  and
worship ministry. Married since 1972, he and his wife, Beth,
have two daughters and one son. They live in Denver, Colorado.



You Can’t Stop Praying Now!
So you pray for something for years and then you wake up one
day, breathe a big sigh and say to yourself: This is crazy.
Nothing is happening. God must not be listening.

Congratulations! If this has been your prayer experience, you
are  not  alone.  You’ve  been  enrolled  in  the  School  of
Persevering Prayer, and it’s not a one-semester class. It’s a
lifelong journey designed to stretch your faith, develop your
character,  purify  your  motives,  test  your  patience  and
increase your capacity to experience God’s amazing love.

I’ve been in this school for a long time. I think I may have
failed a few classes and been required to repeat them. I don’t
always make the grade.

This past week, in fact, I was whining about God’s delays. For
many months I’ve been bringing the same requests to the Lord,
yet the answers seem impossibly distant. My faith wavers from
calm assurance to frustrated doubt. In my weakest moments I
panic and say stupid things that I regret later, such as: “I’m
quitting!”

Yet when I bring my complaint to the Lord, He always reassures
me. He recently took me to Isaiah 62:6-7, NASB: “On your
walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; all day and all
night they will never keep silent. You who remind the Lord,
take no rest for yourselves; and give Him no rest until He
establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

There’s  just  no  way  around  the  fact  that  prayer  requires
persistence.  One  friend  of  mine  even  coined  a  phrase  to
summarize this painful fact: “God is in the waiting.”

Jesus told a parable about an unrighteous judge who granted a
poor widow’s petition because she badgered him night and day
(see Luke 18:1-8). Jesus asked: “Will not God bring about
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justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night?” (v. 7).
Whatever request you have brought to the Lord, and regardless
of how many times you have reminded Him of it, keep these
points in mind as you trust Him for an answer:

The work of God takes time. Most people in the Bible who1.
asked God for big things waited a long time to receive
their  answers.  Abraham  turned  gray  waiting  for  his
promised heir—and he is called the father of our faith.
Joshua  and  his  remnant  company  wandered  in  the
wilderness 40 years before they possessed Canaan. Hannah
endured taunts from Peninnah and insults from Eli while
she prayed many years for a son.

Prayer is not a magic formula. Your job is to ask, not to
dictate or control. You must let God be God. You must let
patience have its perfect work. You will eventually reap if
you don’t grow weary.

Authentic  prayer  involves  a  holy  process.  Prayer  is2.
often compared to birth. When God gives you a promise,
you essentially become pregnant with it. If you plan to
carry this promise to term, you must wait—and then you
must travail.

Surely this is what the apostle Paul experienced when he told
the Galatians he would be “in labor” until Christ was formed
in them (Gal. 4:19). We often think of the prayer of faith as
triggering instant answers, but this was not the case with
Paul. While God can certainly answer immediately, even with
fire from heaven, frequently He asks us to carry a promise
until we are mature enough to handle the answer.

You have a Helper who is praying for you. You are not in3.
this process alone. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us,
Paul wrote, “with groanings too deep for words” (Rom.
8:26). He is praying the perfect will of God, and we are
invited to agree with Him. This kind of gut-wrenching



prayer is messy and full of anguish; it is not formal or
sophisticated.

When we truly pray in the Holy Ghost, we surrender our agendas
and allow Him to pray through us. And this takes us deeper
with God.

Have you ever been around a woman in her ninth month of
pregnancy? She is often in a state of agitation—ready to give
birth but weary of the strain. I know many Christians today
who are in this same uncomfortable stage of spiritual travail.
They’ve  held  onto  promises  for  a  long  time.  Some  are  in
despair because the gestation period has been so long.

Jesus said: “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks
finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:8).
The verbs used are Greek present imperatives, meaning constant
asking,  seeking  and  knocking.  Prevailing  prayer  requires
persistence, but when we feel too weak to press forward in
faith, the Spirit provides the extra push.

You may be asking for the salvation of a wayward child, the
funding of a ministry, the reconciliation of a relationship,
the recovery of a business, the reviving of a stagnant church
or the healing of a sick loved one. Or if you are really
adventurous, you may be praying for the evangelization of a
city or a nation that is currently in spiritual darkness.

Keep on knocking. Don’t give up. The God who moves mountains
has heard your cry. You’re closer than you’ve ever been to a
spiritual breakthrough.



Bethel Preacher: The ‘Shalom’
Word That Healed a Young Girl
of Severe Autism
Bethel Church’s Chris Gore gave a healing shalom word to the
parents of a severely autistic girl. Months later, he found
out the incredible results of that simple word. He shares his
story in this short teaching clip.

Ex-New Age Expert Drops Major
Truth Bomb About Oct. 31
With  October  31  rapidly  approaching,  many  churches  are
preparing for fall festivals and trunk or treats, tried and
true Christianized methods for celebrating Halloween.

But this puts a burr in the saddle of New Age expert-turned-
believer Steven Bancarz. The end of the month is about much
more than a holiday with pagan roots, especially for those who
claim Jesus as Lord.

In a Facebook post, he writes:

The only reason we aren’t all Roman Catholic, the only reason
we are allowed to actually read Bibles and keep them in our
homes without putting our lives at risk, the reason we are
able  to  worship  Jesus  in  a  way  that  is  separated  from
government, the only reasons we have freedom to voice our
disagreements with church authorities, the only reason we
have pastors and not priests, the only reason we aren’t being
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burned at the stake or exiled for sharing the true Biblical
Gospel is because of the Protestant Reformation that happened
500 years ago on October 31.

We owe a HUGE thank you to people like Luther, Tyndale,
Calvin, Zwingli, Hus and other people who put their lives on
the line to preserve God’s word. Praise God that we had
people willing to do that to bring us back to a pure form of
Christianity. I am learning a little bit about this lately
and  am  fascinated  not  only  with  the  history  but  the
theological convictions of those who opened the floodgates of
every denomination besides the Roman Catholic church.

It concerns me and saddens me that the vast majority of
Western churches will do far more to celebrate Halloween, a
Satanic holiday rooted in witchcraft, than celebrate the
500th year anniversary one of the greatest moves of God in
human history and the freedom in Christ that it has brought
us.

PLEASE do not forget about the reformation this Halloween! I
am going to make a post a day on something regarding the
reformation for every day until the end of this month so that
those who love Christ can hear about the wonderful history
and move of God that brought Christianity back to the Bible.

Do you agree? Sound off below!

Senate Republicans Must ‘Get
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to  Work’  on  30-Hour  Debate
and Filibuster Rule
During this very important legislative session, AFA Action (),
the  governmental  affairs  affiliate  of  the  American  Family
Association, has been educating Americans about the 60-vote
filibuster  rule,  which  is  preventing  the  passage  of
conservative policies and President Donald Trump’s agenda.

“The  Republican-controlled  Senate  is  continuing  to  allow
Democratic  obstruction  to  block  the  governance  of  the
Trump administration,” said AFA Action President Tim Wildmon.
“President Trump was put into office to carry out the agenda
of Americans who elected him. Major components of this agenda
include the appointment of constitutional conservative judges,
passing  pro-life  legislation  and  defunding  Planned
Parenthood.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, and 29
other Republicans, however, are allowing Democrats to kill
this conservative agenda. While these Republicans have the
legitimate power to end this Democratic obstruction, they sit
idly by and watch democrats use and abuse Senate procedures to
both  kill  legislation  and  sabotage  the  Senate  nomination
process, Wildmon added.

AFA Action sent an Action Alert today to AFA’s one million-
plus  friends  and  supporters,  telling  them  to  urge  their
senators to “get to work” or call on McConnell to step down.

According to AFA Action, these Republicans are participating
in the obstruction by taking extended vacations and blocking
President Trump’s ability to make judicial appointment during
Senate recess.

In  response,  AFA  Action  is  suggesting  two  demands
conservatives can make on the Senate Republican majority.
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Change the 30-Hour Debate Rule

Democrats  are  abusing  Senate  procedures  to  maintain  a
sustained attack against the confirmation of President Trump’s
appointments by routinely triggering a procedure requiring 30-
hours of debate on Trump nominees.

According to Fox News, “President Trump has sent 455 nominees
to the Senate for confirmation. But McConnell’s Senate has
confirmed only 182, leaving a staggering 273 nominees twisting
in the wind, and 273 empty chairs waiting to be filled. By
this  time  in  Barack  Obama’s  administration,  358  of  his
nominees—nearly twice as many as Trump’s—had been approved and
were at their desks.”

McConnell called this obstruction “breathtaking,” but is doing
nothing to stop it when it is within Republicans’ power to do
so.

AFA Action says McConnell must consider Sen. Ron Johnson’s, R-
Wisconsin, solution—the precedent established by Sen. Harry
Reid, D-Nevada, in 2013 to end the 30-hour debate rule by a
simple majority vote. The Republican Senate majority would
then have within its reach the legitimate use of power to put
an end to Democratic obstruction. Yet these Republicans have
refused to lift a finger to end this madness.

End the Democratic Filibuster

The U.S. Senate has a 52 Republican majority that could pass a
conservative agenda if they ended the Democratic filibuster,
but  30  of  these  Republican  senators  have  declared  their
support of the filibuster. Democrats are killing conservative
legislation through the filibuster, which takes 60 votes to
end.

Because 30 of the 52 Republican senators refuse to end the
filibuster,  getting  the  60  required  votes  to  end  the
filibuster is impossible. As U.S. Representative Trent Franks,



R-Arizona told the AFA blog “The Stand,” “It is time for
America  to  abolish  the  60-vote  Senate  rule”  to  end  the
filibuster and vote by simple majority.

Democrats and Republicans alike have changed Senate precedent
to advance legislation to a vote by a majority vote. Reid did
this  to  approve  President  Obama’s  federal  appointments,
and Republicans changed Senate precedent to approve Judge Neil
Gorsuch to the U.S. Supreme Court.

“Democrats  oppose  the  conservative  agenda  America  elected
President Trump to advance,” said AFA Action Vice President
Rob  Chambers.  “This  agenda  includes  repealing  Obamacare,
funding the border wall, defunding sanctuary cities, passing
Kate’s Law, defunding Planned Parenthood and applying the Hyde
Amendment to ensure federal tax dollars do not fund abortion.
What the GOP leadership refuses to admit is that they have the
votes to set aside the 60-vote rule in favor of a simple
majority  vote.  The  Senate  Republican  majority  has  the
potential to live up to the GOP pro-life platform, but 30
Senate Republicans insist on choosing rules and sacrificing
the  opportunity  to  save  unborn  lives.  This  Republican
hypocrisy  and  Democratic  obstruction  must  end  now.”

Chambers also recently wrote an op-ed for the Daily Caller,
detailing how voters are fed up—fed up that they chose a
presidential candidate who constituted an utter repudiation of
the Washington political establishment, but realizing that too
many  candidates  chant  the  conservative  mantra  during
campaigns, only to embrace the agenda of the swamp once they
get to Washington. Read the entire Daily Caller editorial
here. {eoa}

For more information on AFA Action, visit  or follow AFA
Action on Facebook or Twitter @AFAAction.



Should  You  Let  Your  Child
Celebrate Halloween?
Ah, Halloween—the holiday sure to ignite a debate no matter
where you fall in the body of Christ.

Some believers think it’s totally fine to trick or treat and
let  their  kids  have  a  go  at  the  candy.  Others  abstain
completely, acknowledging the pagan roots of the celebration.

So what’s the right answer? Watch the debate and let us know.

Should  You  Let  Your  Child
Celebrate Halloween?
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