What Dolly Parton Believed
About the Afterlife, Heaven
and Eternity

In the wake of Dolly Parton’s death, the country music
legend’s own words about faith, growing older and what she
believed awaited her after this 1life have taken on new
significance.

Parton, who died Aug. 25 at 80, never shied away from
discussing the Christian faith planted in her during her
childhood in the mountains of East Tennessee. Although she
acknowledged that she did not have all the answers about
eternity, she repeatedly expressed hope that physical death
would not mark the end.

For Parton, those beliefs stretched back to her earliest
years.

“Well, that faith I had when I was a child has helped me right
through everything right now,” Parton previously told .

She described a childhood influenced by both Pentecostal and
Baptist traditions. Her grandfather was a Pentecostal
preacher, while her father’s family was Baptist. Parton even
jokingly called a chapel at one of her properties the
“Bapticostal chapel.”

“I just believe that there’s a God. I believe that God helps
me, leads me,” she further told . “I talk to Him everyday.”

Parton made no apologies for the role Christianity played in
her life.

“It gives us hope. It gives us strength. I know it does me. My
faith is very important,” she said.
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Her declaration became even more explicit when she spoke about
Jesus.

“I do believe that through God all things are possible. I do
believe that Jesus loves me,” Parton said. “I’'m never ashamed
of my family. I'm never ashamed of my religion.”

That spiritual foundation inevitably shaped Parton’s
conversations about mortality.
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To order Randy Kay’s new book, Heaven Encounters, visit .

During the 2019 podcast “Dolly Parton’s America,” she
contemplated what might await her beyond this world,
expressing hope as that humanity moves on to something greater
after death.

Parton even imagined heaven through the language that defined
so much of her earthly life: music.

“So I'm going to get in the angel band, for sure,” she said.
“I want to play in the angel band, and I want to maybe play
the harp up there.”

At other times, Parton used broader spiritual language while
considering the mysteries surrounding death. Parade reported
that she did not believe her earthly death would represent the
end of her existence.

“I don't think it is the end of me,” Parton said, believing
people could possibly return to a “great flow of divine
energy.”

Parton also entertained the possibility of reincarnation
without claiming certainty. She previously stated on Dolly
Parton’s American that she was “open to things.”

Still, hope remained a common thread in her discussions about
what comes next.



“You just hope and you have faith. That’'s what faith is,”
Parton said. “But I believe that it’s going to be better.”

That hope became deeply personal following the March 2025
death of Carl Dean, her husband of nearly 60 years. In an
interview with The Associated Press following Dean’s death,
Parton spoke confidently about seeing him again.

“I truly believe that I'm going to see him again someday,” she
said.

Yet Parton was hardly content to spend her later years waiting
for eternity. As she approached 80, she continued looking
toward the next project, the next song and the next
opportunity. People reported that her attitude toward aging
could be summed up in classic Dolly fashion: “I ain’t got time
to get old!”

Now, her reflections on mortality sound different.

Parton never pretended to know every detail about what lies
beyond this earthly existence. She openly wrestled with some
of its mysteries. However, she was equally unashamed about
what anchored her throughout her life and what she believed
lay ahead.
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