
‘We Simply Desire to Worship
Our  Lord’:  Canadian  Church
Fined  for  Holding  In-Person
Service
A Canadian church was fined for a second time due to holding
an in-person worship service, despite orders banning large
gatherings during the pandemic.

Riverside  Calvary  Chapel  of  Langley,  British  Columbia,
received  the  citation  on  Jan.  3,  Penticton  Western  News
reports.

Langley  Cpl.  Holly  Largy  with  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted
Police said a ticket was issued to the church “for conducting
an in-person service in contravention of the Provincial Health
Order on Sunday.”

“Attendees were seen in the church without masks during the
service,” Largy added.

An order banning indoor events was passed in British Columbia
on Nov. 19 following an increase in COVID cases.

One Riverside church member, who spoke anonymously, said the
ban was an illustration of government “overreach” but doesn’t
condemn the police for enforcing it.

“I understand they’re doing their job, but it’s excessive.”

The first citation against Riverside was issued on Nov. 29,
after  law  enforcement  was  called  to  the  sanctuary  to
investigate a complaint that in-person services were taking
place.

According to BC Local News, Lead Pastor Brent Smith said there
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have been disputes over whether church services are essential
but  he  feels  they  have  a  right  to  participate  in  these
gatherings.

“We just believe there have been many inconsistencies with
what is essential, and we simply desire to worship our Lord in
a safe and biblical way,” Smith said.

In  a  YouTube  video  posted  on  Sunday,  Riverside  Assistant
Pastor Randy Dyck said he believes that every government will
become more decisive in its efforts to maintain control.

“Every government is soon going to force a very different and
sadly very evil lifestyle on the world,” he explained. “The
reality is that the Bible teaches a world government that will
be  anti-God  and  a  world  government  that  will  reject  the
Scriptures.” {eoa}
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