US Missionary Kidnapped by
Suspected Islamist Militants

A U.S. Christian missionary has been abducted in the West
African nation of Niamey, Niger, under circumstances
suggesting involvement of Islamist militant groups, according
to multiple security sources.
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The victim is reportedly a pilot working for the evangelical
agency Serving in Mission (SIM) and was seized late Tuesday
night in Niamey’s Plateau neighborhood while en route to the
airport. The three-man kidnappers then travelled toward the
western Tillabéri region of Niger—an area known to harbor
militants linked to Islamic State — Sahel Province (ISSP) and
Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).

The U.S. State Department confirmed it is “aware of reports of
the kidnapping of a U.S. citizen in Niamey” and 1s working
with local authorities toward a safe recovery. Experts warn
time is of the essence: the first 48 hours after an abduction
like this are critical for recovery efforts, especially when
hostages may be transferred to other groups or locations.
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From a broader perspective, the incident highlights the
growing instability in parts of West Africa where militant
activity has expanded in recent years. It also reflects the
dangers faced by humanitarian and religious workers operating
in regions with weak state control and high terrorist
activity.
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As efforts to locate and recover the abducted missionary
continue, the case may influence future policies regarding
American personnel in high-risk areas and the scope of
international engagement in counterterrorism operations.

This article originally appeared on American Faith, and 1is
reposted with permission.



