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With  Donald  Trump  poised  to  make  a  much  anticipated
announcement on Tuesday, a conservative commentator said last
week that the former president needs to “read the room” and
“exercise humility” in order to win back his supporters.

During her show on The Daily Wire, Candace Owens said that
Trump has missed the point that some of his base has turned on
him because he promotes the COVID vaccine.

“He should have tried to understand why the base was so upset
with him which would have led him to the fact that his base is
not pro-COVID vaccine,” Owens explained in her seven-minute
riff. “It’s that simple—I understood that. I could have told
him  that.  But  at  that  moment,  I  realize  that  he’s  not
listening.”

Owens, who said she has spent years defending Trump, noted
that much of Trump’s base is upset that the former president
has failed to reject the vaccine whose production he fast
tracked.

During his last year in office, Trump responded to the COVID
pandemic  by  allowing  pharmaceutical  companies  to  speed  up
certain steps and trials in order to get the nascent vaccine
to market. Most nations—including the United States—mandated
this injection as a prerequisite for employment, schooling and
military  service  in  the  public  and  private  sectors.  Many
Americans,  particularly  conservatives,  resisted  these
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mandates, driving a wedge between Trump and his base.

Trump  seemed  to  have  turned  on  Owens,  however,  over  a
misleading headline that appeared in the Daily Beast which
read, “Candace Owens: Trump is Pro-Vax Because He’s ‘Too Old’
to Understand the Internet.”

“I never once called Trump ‘too old.’ I never once said Trump
could not understand the internet. And yet, somehow, he got
that information and believed it to be true,” Owens said.
“Actually, what I was saying was a defense of him so that his
supporters would still believe in him.”

He then became “rude” to her, Owens said, after this article
was published. She added that she felt the need to share “this
personal story because I think it is something that made me,
for the first time, question him as a person.”

“I’ve  realized  that  these  discussions  that  everybody  is
having,  these  conservative  influencers  people  are  having
behind Trump’s back, should be also had with the public as
well,” Owens said.

Lately, Trump appears to be distrustful and vengeful after
years of excoriation at the hands of what he calls the “fake
news” media, Owens said.

“He has every right to be angry. But if you stay at a place of
anger you are ignoring everything that is going on around you.
You’re no longer looking and assessing things in the way that
you should be assessing them because you’re holding on to this
almost vengeful spirit,” she said. “That is the question that
I have with Trump. Is he going to get over the trauma of the
election of 2020 and begin to paint a vision for 2024?”

She also said that Trump’s “trepidation,” even “paranoia,” is
showing with his recent attacks on Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis,
who is a rising star among conservatives and likely to peel
support from Trump due to his state’s anti-COVID policies.



“They’re wondering about what the leadership looks like and I
am not at all under any impression that Trump can’t win in
2024,” Owens said. “What I am saying is that Trump needs to
take a good look in the mirror.”

Owens stopped short of counting out support of Trump but did
say that he needs to recalibrate. She speculated whether Trump
would evoke the same energy and response as he did ahead of
the 2016 run and wondered what his vision for the country will
be if he truly embarks on a 2024 run.

“It needs to be more than, ‘I’m back,'” she said. {eoa}
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