
To the Jew First
Jesus made it clear while He ministered near the Galilee and
in Jerusalem that He came to minister first to the house of
Israel. This was His first charge by the Father. He carried
the message of the kingdom of God to the Jew first. We have
the same commission Jesus had, but many of us have forgotten
to go to the Jew with the liberating message of the gospel.
Paul in this passage reminds us of our commission to the Jew
first (v. 16).

Over the years I have seen many Jewish people completed in
their faith when they have heard the good news of the kingdom.
It seems that Jewish people who come to know Jesus as their
Messiah are more zealous than the Gentiles who have known
Jesus for years.

When we were in Russia at a festival designed to reach out
with the message of the gospel to Jewish people, I heard the
testimonies of many completed Jews. They all searched for a
relationship with God deeper than they had in their Judaism.
In Judaism they knew God as the King of the universe, but now
through their belief in Yeshua, they received the spirit of
adoption whereby they now could call God “Abba,” which means
“daddy” in Hebrew.

Jesus came to preach the gospel of the kingdom of God, which
is something everyone who exists on earth desires. The gospel
of the kingdom of God is simply the good news that on earth if
we accept the King of this kingdom by faith, we can enter into
His domain or dominion of peace, joy and right standing with
God the Father. I have not met anyone who did not desire to
have peace of mind and heart, joy and a feeling of rightness
about themselves.

I believe that preaching the kingdom of God is the way to
reach the Jewish people today. We need to ask them if they
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want continual peace and joy in their lives, and the response
will always be yes. Then we need to share with them that we
know about a kingdom they can live in here on earth where they
will  always  experience  peace  and  joy  no  matter  what
circumstances they are encountering. This should peak their
curiosity, and then we can share about not only the King of
the universe, but also the King of this kingdom.

Jesus said, “The law and the prophets were until John. Since
that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone
is pressing into it” (Luke 16:16).

Some Jewish people are familiar with the Law and the prophets,
but now they need to know about the kingdom of God so they can
press into it. Are you willing to reach out to God’s chosen
people with this message?

Lord, forgive me for keeping this good news to myself. I need
to share it with Jewish people and with all those You place in
my path. Open doors for me to share with Your chosen people.
Amen.

Read: 1 Chronicles 12:19-14:17; Romans 1:1-17; Psalm 9:13-20;
Proverbs 19:4-5
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