TikTok-Fueled ‘Speedrunning’
Trend Leads to NYC
Scientology Church Chaos

What started as another viral internet challenge has now
exploded into a full-scale controversy involving alleged
trespassing, property destruction and growing concerns over
the spiritual and cultural state of America’s youth.

According to a report from Fox News, a large group of young
people allegedly stormed a Church of Scientology building in
Manhattan as part of a disturbing social media trend known as
“speedrunning.”

Viral Challenge Turns Dangerous

Authorities say the chaos unfolded at the Church of
Scientology’s New York City location in Manhattan, where
dozens of teens and young adults allegedly rushed into the
building while filming content for social media.

Fox News reported that some individuals wore masks or hooded
sweatshirts as they forced entry through a locked door. Once
inside, furniture and materials were reportedly damaged during
the disturbance, and at least one staff member or security
worker was allegedly injured.

The event is tied to a growing TikTok-driven phenomenon where
users attempt to enter Scientology facilities and livestream
how long they can remain inside before being removed. The term
“speedrunning” originates from gaming culture, where players
race to complete games in the fastest time possible.
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Scientology Facilities Increasingly
Targeted

The Manhattan incident is reportedly not isolated.

According to Fox News and other cited reports, similar
disruptions have occurred at Scientology locations in cities
including Los Angeles, Houston and San Diego, with videos
rapidly spreading across social media platforms.
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Some clips connected to the trend reportedly drew millions of
views online before being removed.

Church representatives condemned the actions, describing them
as harassment directed at a religious organization and warning
that staff and visitors could be placed in danger.

Even some longtime critics of Scientology expressed concern
that the trend is replacing meaningful criticism with reckless
spectacle and mob behavior.

A Generation Fueled by Virality

The incident reflects a broader cultural reality unfolding
across America: a growing appetite for viral fame at almost
any cost.

Across social media platforms, escalating pranks,
confrontational 1livestreams and public disturbances are
increasingly rewarded with clicks, followers and online
notoriety.

In many cases, shock value has become currency.



What once may have been viewed as harmless internet
entertainment is now crossing into behavior that authorities
say can involve criminal trespassing, intimidation and
violence.

The deeper issue goes beyond one building in New York City.

The growing normalization of chaos, disrespect and public
humiliation points to what Scripture describes as a society
drifting further from truth and self-control.

Second Timothy 3 warns of a time when people would become
“lovers of self” and reckless in their behavior. Jesus Himself
declared in Matthew 24 that lawlessness would increase in the
last days.

In a generation captivated by viral moments and digital
outrage, the church must remain grounded, prayerful and
spiritually awake. Believers are called not to imitate the
confusion of the culture, but to shine as lights in the middle
of it.

What happened in New York is more than a headline about
reckless teenagers. It is another reminder that America 1is
desperately searching for meaning, identity and truth - and
only Jesus Christ can ultimately satisfy that hunger.
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