This Biden Administration
Move Could Be Likened to
George Orwell’s ‘1984’

In a move that could be likened to George Orwell’s novel
“1984,” a small, obscure federal agency issued a public notice
Tuesday about a new policy that could mean the U.S. government
is preparing to assemble a database containing the names of
Americans who claim a religious objection to taking the
COVID-19 vaccine.

The Daily Signal, a news publication of The Heritage
Foundation, reports it’s happening at the Pretrial Services
Agency for the District of Columbia which states on its
website that it is “the Federal agency responsible for
gathering information about newly arrested defendants and
preparing the recommendations considered by the Court 1in
deciding release options.”

The agency announced the creation of a new records system that
will store the names and “personal religious information” of
all employees who make “religious accommodation requests for
religious exception from the federally mandated vaccination
requirement.”

The notice published in the Federal Register says the agency
will create the “Employee Religious Exception Request
Information System.”

The notice reads, “This system of records maintains personal
religious information collected in response to religious
accommodation requests for religious exception from the
federally mandated vaccination requirement in the context of a
public health emergency or similar health and safety incident,
such as a pandemic, epidemic, natural disaster or national or
regional emergency; and/or any other lawful collection of
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employee information or data that is necessary to ensure a
safe and healthy environment for individuals who are occupying
PSA facilities, attending PSA-sponsored events, or otherwise
engaged in official business on behalf of the Agency.”

Writing for The Daily Signal, Sarah Parshall Perry and
GianCarolo Canaparo noted the publication did not explain why
the agency needs to create such a list, except to say that it
will “assist the Agency in the collecting, storing,
dissemination, and disposal of employee religious exemption
request information collected and maintained by the Agency.”

“In other words,” the authors point out, “the list will help
the agency make a list.”

Perry and Canaparo also note the announcement doesn’t explain
why the Biden administration chose to test this policy at the
Pretrial Services Agency, an agency with a majority-black
staff who are both more religious and less vaccinated than
other groups. “So much for the president’s commitment to
‘racial equity,'” they contend.

“What’s really going on with this announcement at this tiny
agency? Likely, the Biden administration is using it to
stealth test a policy it intends to roll out across the whole
government,” Perry and Canaparo warn. {eoa}
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