The Only Solution to the
Demonic Spirit Gripping the
Country

It’'s been said that wherever Paul went, he’d kick-start either
a revival or a riot. The sharp edge of the message he was
bringing resulted in people either surrendering all to follow
Jesus or in a mass resistance.

“But some of the Jews were jealous, so they gathered some
troublemakers from the marketplace to form a mob and start a
riot. They attacked the home of Jason, searching for Paul and
Silas so they could drag them out to the crowd. Not finding
them there, they dragged out Jason and some of the other
believers instead and took them before the city council. “Paul
and Silas have caused trouble all over the world,” they
shouted, “and now they are here disturbing our city, too”
(Acts 17:5-6, NLT).

When the true gospel of Jesus Christ 1is preached, we can
expect either revival or riots. However, the riots that are
erupting in cities all over the nation as a result of the
horrific and inexcusable death of George Floyd has nothing to
do with a powerful message of truth.

Love expressed through the truth of the Word will result in a
rioting mob, but so will hate. Today’s riots have everything
to do with hate and nothing to do with love. All of this is
happening on the church’s watch.

Rioting Is the Language of the Unheard

Pastor Eric Smith of Destiny Church in Dayton, Ohio, saw a
protester holding a sign that repeated the words of Martin
Luther King: Riots are the language of the unheard.
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Eric simply and profoundly said, “Time to get a new language.”

It’s important to note that Dr. King was a fierce resistor of
violent protest. His analytical statement, however, was true.
When people are not heard, when they are pushed to their
limits, it’s possible to break. An uprising is to be expected.
However, Pastor Eric was correct. If riots are the language of
the unheard, it absolutely is time to get a new language.

Wicked Spirits Overtaking Our Nation

Part of my grief over the death and violence that have erupted
is due to a loss of discernment in our nation. I believe
there’s a mighty spirit of confusion that’s settling over
America right now.

Coronavirus exposed a severe spirit of fear that absolutely
devastated millions, whether they were infected by the virus
or not. Mobs verbally assaulted those who didn’t wear a mask
while shopping. Stop and think about just how fierce that
demonic spirit of fear is.

Then a spirit of rage and, for many, hatred exploded overnight
after another heart-wrenching and tragic death of an African
American at the hands of a police officer. A call to “kill
cops” 1s being sounded by some in the midst of this crisis. As
you watch the news and witness fires burning all over the
nation, you can understand the power of this particular spirit
of rage and hate as well.

Another spirit preceded our recent testings, and it’s gaining
strength today. America has been seduced by a strong delusion.
Strange confusion has overtaken our culture.

Just a week ago, protesters marching against the lockdowns due
to COVID-19 were called murderers by some because they weren’t
social distancing or wearing masks. Fast forward several days
and a new set of protests emerged in the land for a very
different reason. Where are the calls for social distancing



and masks as peaceful protesters marched and as rioters
converged in mass to destroy businesses and attack people
including business owners and police officers?

Add to this the gender confusion that’s been in the news in
recent years. Men are women and women are men, so it seems,
and you can be legally responsible if you don’t address these
people by their chosen gender. It’s absolutely bizarre.

I could write into the night with example after example of
strange confusion and delusion that has spread through
society. Suffice it to say it'’s clear that a very wicked and
very strong demonic agenda has been unleashed against our
nation. Fear, rage, hate and delusion have blanketed the land,
and it’s time for the church to finally rise up.

A New Language

Some of you will be frustrated with my prescription in the
midst of the virus and riots and madness. Most, it seems, are
looking for governmental resolutions, 1legislation and
penalties for those who don’t comply. While appropriate new
laws can certainly help, the truth is that we can never
legislate away the assaults of invisible and very crafty evil
spirits. Satan rages, and he won’t submit to man’s laws. You
can’t create a law that eliminates hatred. You can’t create
systems that alleviate fear. Why? These are spirits warring
against us, and the only way to fight back is in the
invisible, spiritual realm.

The grief that grips me is that most are looking for logical
and natural solutions to a spiritual problem. While we can
certainly take some steps in the natural, our victory won’t be
found there.

The new language that Pastor Eric was referring to, if I might
suppose just a bit, centers around repentance instead of
riots, love instead of hatred and spiritual violence instead
of natural rage.



Simply, we must pursue full-blown, supernatural and
overwhelming revival as our primary resolution. The new
language, at its root, is passionate, aggressive and vein-
popping intercession. We as God’s government on the earth must
rise up and pray!

This 1is the force the spirit of the age must feel coming
against it in these end times. As we live a life of soul-
ripping repentance and contend for revival in the land, we
will be consumed with the desire for prayer. The need will
overwhelm us. Tears will flow down our cheeks as we stand in
the gap as spiritual warriors and push the enemy back.

It makes little sense to attempt to seek peace in the midst of
war when the enemy hasn’t yet been defeated. The enemy isn’t a
virus or blacks or whites or Asians or the police or
politicians. To think so is laughable. The destruction of the
adversary, of Satan’s hordes, is the solitary key to winning
this battle and driving out spirits of fear, rage, hatred and
confusion.

It’s the love of Jesus that will cause us to fight like this.
From that place of intercession and spiritual warfare, we will
discern the enemies that those who are not living in the
spirit can’'t see. We are God’s secret agents, and revival is
our cry.

Imagine the cities that are burning today transformed by the
fire of the Holy Spirit! We need millions to fall desperately
in love with Jesus. The harvest is ripe! They are waiting for
an otherworldly message that will shock them to their core and
drive them to their knees.

Only then will we have the revival and riots that Paul
experienced. As for the riots we are seeing today, they are
the cry of the unheard. Yes, we must all listen to them, hear
their pain and cry with them. I also pray their cry turns to
intercession instead of violence. That’s the language Pastor



Eric was really talking about. {eoa}
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