The Future of the Messianic
Movement

] The Messianic Jewish movement is unified by one

distinguishing commitment, that Jews who come to faith in
Jesus the Messiah are called to live and identify as Jews. Our
very existence 1is a challenge to the church concerning its own
self-identity as one organically connected to the Jewish
people from whom it was born.

The challenge is to pursue an understanding of the Bible in
its original Jewish context. I do not mean by this a
superficial approach that seeks to make the churches look like
Messianic synagogues. This 1is a superficial approach and
offensive. Getting the issue of Jewish rooting in balance 1is
important for our partnership for the salvation of Israel and
the nations.

Secondly, the Messianic Jewish movement is called to greater
maturity. Some 1in our movement are defining maturity as
commitment to and deep understanding of Rabbinic Judaism. We
should honor our heritage where it is good; but true maturity
is conformity to Yeshua, His teaching and knowing how to walk
in power of the Spirit.

It is crucial that we approach the Jewish heritage through
biblical emphases. We now have a growing Russian movement in
Russia, Ukraine, Eastern Europe and Germany. In Israel we have
more than 100 congregations. The Israeli congregations are not
Rabbinic in orientation but find their Torah rooting in being
Israeli, living in the land, speaking Hebrew and making a
contribution to our society. Bridging the gap between the
Israelis, Russians and Americans will be a key for the future.
I believe that unity will be connected to the center of our
movement being in Israel.
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