Texas Prayer Confrontation
Sparks Calls for
Investigation as Lawmakers
Renew Scrutiny of CAIR

A video out of Murphy, Texas, has once again put a spotlight
on the growing cultural friction between Islam and the broader
community, especially in states where faith, identity and
public life often collide head-on. A man confronting a group
of Muslim teens praying outside a coffee shop ignited outrage
online, yet the larger story is not just about one tense
encounter. It’'’s about a country wrestling with competing
worldviews and lawmakers increasingly ready to draw hard
lines.
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The clip shows the man circling the teens as they bow in
prayer outside Original Mocha Coffee. At one point, he raises
his arm toward them and says, “Duck, duck, goose. I'm mocking
your religion because you're bowing toward a stupid
pedophile’s grave.” He later adds, “You need Jesus.” As
reported by The Christian Post, he prays aloud over the group
and ends with the phrase, “deliver us from Islam.” The
students continue their ritual and do not confront him.

CAIR-Texas responded with demands for prosecution and a full
hate-crime investigation. Its DFW Executive Director, Mustafaa
Carroll, called the moment “a clear example of anti-Muslim
hate and religious intimidation,” and encouraged anyone facing
similar encounters to contact the organization. For CAIR and
its supporters, this was another example of a “hostile
environment” toward Muslims in America.
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But in Texas and other strongly Christian regions, many
residents see a different picture: rising Islamic
assertiveness in public spaces and community projects that
spark legitimate concerns. The video was amplified by Islamic
scholar Yasir Qadhi, who described the scene as “deplorable.”
Qadhi himself recently promoted plans for an extensive Muslim-
oriented development, EPIC City and EPIC Ranches, projects
that drew federal attention before developers agreed to make
them fully inclusive. For critics, these developments
represent more than real estate; they symbolize a growing
ideological push that clashes with American values.

This latest confrontation also landed at a moment when
lawmakers are moving aggressively to address the influence of
Sharia law in the United States. Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, has
introduced the “Preserving a Sharia-Free America Act,” which
would bar any noncitizen who adheres to Sharia law from
entering or remaining in the country. Supporters argue the
bill affirms that American law, not foreign religious
frameworks, must govern the nation.
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At the same time, CAIR’s own track record continues to face
renewed scrutiny. Another bill now circulating in Congress
seeks to strip CAIR of tax-exempt status and target other
groups with what lawmakers describe as extremist or terror-
adjacent ties. These concerns are not speculative. In 2007,
federal prosecutors identified CAIR as an “unindicted co-
conspirator and/or joint venturer” in a Hamas terrorism
financing case. In 2008, the FBI ended all formal engagement
with CAIR due to persistent concerns about extremist
connections.



Earlier this year, Rep. Randy Fine, R-Fla., went further and
introduced legislation that would formally designate CAIR as a
foreign terrorist organization, placing the U.S. in alignment
with the United Arab Emirates, which already labels CAIR as a
terror group. For many Christian and conservative communities,
this designation is long overdue.
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Whether the Texas prayer gathering was organized or simply a
group of teens stopping to pray remains unknown. What is clear
is that these cultural flashpoints are becoming more common,
more intense and more symbolic of an ideological divide
playing out in neighborhoods, schools and legislatures.
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